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BR. SWIFT* 



FROM THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

oooD MR. DEAN, Dover-street^ March 4, 1 729-30. 

It 18 D#w above a -whole year and six months sio<5e I 
have had the favour and pleasure of a Hoe from your 

: own self, and I have not troubled you with one from 
Biyself ; the answer that you would na.turally make is 
very obvious, Why do you then trouble rtfe now ? I rc- 

i ply, it is to join with my friend Mr. Pope in recommena- 
iD(i; the person concerned in the enclosed proposal to 
jour favour and protection, and to entreat that you 
would be so good as to promote his interest. I have 
Dot sent jQH\ any of his receipts; but will when you 
please to let me know what number you can dbpose of: 
I believe that your bishops have more lei»-ning, at least 
would be thought to have more, than our bench here can 
pretend to; so I hope they will all subscribe. The per- 
son concerned is a worthy honest man ; and, by this 
work of his, he is in hopes to get free of the load which 
has hung upon him some years ; this debt of his is not 
owing to any folly or extravagance of his, but to the 
calamity of his house being twice burnt, which he was 
obliged to rebuild ; and having but small preferment in 
the church, and a large family of children, he has not 

l>eei7 able to extricate himself out o\ \he ^iSbKAa^&^^^»b> 
rot/. XVII f. A. 
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accidents have brouo[ht upon hira. Three sons he lias 
bred up well at Westminster, and they are excellent 
scholars : the eldest has been one of the ushers in West- 
minster school since the year 1714. ;. ^ 

He is a man in years, yet hearty, and able to study 
many houra in a day. This, in short, is the case Q^an 
honest, poor, worthy clergyman ; and I hope yoiivSfill 
take him under your protection. I cannot pretend ISat 
my recommendation should have any weight with j^u, 
but as it is joined to and under the wing of Mr. Fopf./ 

I took bold of this opportunity to write to you, vffi|et 
you know you had such an humble servant iClw^S^ 
that often remembers you, and wishes to see you^44^^ 
island. My family, I thank God, is well : my daiij^ter - 
had, last summer, the small-pox really, and in theiii^Ux''; 
ral way, and she is not marked at all. My w]fe'|Kbd::< 
daughter desire that you will accept of their hiii|[bl^;. 
services, and say that they want much to see you;;^ 

I obeyed your commands, and did Mr. Whale^)all/-' 
the little service I was capable of: it was little errt^h 
that was in ray power, God knows. He comes again'be- 
fore us soon after Easter : he seems to be in great hopes : 
I wish tliey may be well founded. 

I think it is now time to release you, which I will 
not do until I have told you, I may say repeat to you, 
tl^at I have a house for you, or houseroom, come when 
you please, provided you come soon. I am, with true 
respect and esteem, your most obliged and most humble 
servant, OXFORD. 

Your lord lieutenant would do well to encourage this 
poor man ; he deaerves it better than Bulkeley. 
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FROM MR. GAY. 

PEAR &IR, March dl, 1730. 

I EXPECT, in about a fortnight, to set oat for Wiltshire^ 
and am as impatient as you seem to be to have me to 
get on horseback. I thought proper to give jou this 
lotelligence, because Mr. Lewis told nre last Sunday, 
that he was in a day or two to set out for the Bath ; so 
that very soon jou are likely to have neither of your 
cashiers in town. Continue to direct for me at this 
bouse : the letters will be sent to roe, wherever I am. 
My anibition, at present, is levelled to the same point 
that you direct me to; for I am every day building 
villakins, and have given over that of castles. If I 
were to undertake it in my present circumstance, I 
should, in the most thrifty scheme, soon be straitened ; 
and I hate to be in debt ; for I cannot bear to pawn 
five pounds worth of my liberty to a tailor or a butcher. 
I grant you, this is not having the true spirit of modern 
nobility ; but it is hard to cure the prejudice of educa- 
tion. I have made your compliments to Mr. Pulteney, 
who is very much your humble servant. I have not 
seen the doctor, and am not likely to see his Rouen 
brother very soon ; for he is gone to China. Mr. Pope 
told me be had acquainted the doctor with the misfortune 
of the sour hermitage. My Lord Oxford told me, he 
at present could match yours, and from the same person. 
The doctor was touched with your disappointment, and 
has promised to represent this affair to his brother, at his * 
return from China. I assure you too, for all your gibes^ 
that I wish you heartily good wine, though I can drink 
i none myself. When Lord Bolingbroke is in town, be 
lodges at Mr. Chetwynd's, in Dover street. I d:^ ^w^ 
kooir bow to direct to bim in tlie GOunXry . Was^X^^K^ 
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, extremely taken up of late ia settling a steward's ao 
count I am endeavouring to do all the justice and ser- 
Tice I can for a friend ; so I am sure you will think I , 
am ¥rell employed. Upon this occasion, I now and then 
kave seen Jo. Taylor, who says he has a demand upon 
you for rent, you having taken his house in the country, 
and he being determined not to let it to any body else : 
and he thinks it but reasonable, that you should either 
come and live in it, or pay your rent. I neither ride 
nor walk ; but I design to do both this month, and to 
become a lau^iable practitioner. 

The duchess wishes she had seen you, and thinks you 
were in the wrong to hide yourself, and peep through 
the window, that day die came to Mr. Pope's. The 
duke too is obliged to you for your good opinion, and is 
your humble servant. If I were to write, I am afraid I 
should again incur the displeasure of my superiors. I 
cannot for my life think so well of them as they them- 
selves thhik they deserve. If yeu have a very great 
mind to please the duchess, and at the same time to 
please me, I wish you would write a letter to her, to 
Bend to her brother. Lord Cornbury, to advise him in 
iiis travels; for, she says, she would take your advice 
L-ather than mine; and she remembers, that you told 
ber in the park, that you loved and honoured her fami- 
ly. You always insisted upon a lady^s making advan- 
ces to you; I do not know whether you will think this 
declaration sufficient. Then too, when you were in 
England, she writ a letter to you, and I have been oilea 
blamed since for not delivering it. 

The day the pension bill was throwo out of the house 
of lords, Lord Bathhurst spoke with great applause. I 
liave Dot time to go to Mr. Pope's : in a day or two 
¥^ry probably I shall see him, and acquaint him about 

tbe ugquebaugb. 1 will not embeii\e ^ous \DL\fite«t mo- 
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ney ; though, by looking upon accouDts, I see how mo- 
ney may be embezzled. As to my being engaged in an 
aflfaii: of this kind, I say nothiog for myself, but that I 
"will do all T can : for the rest I leave Jo. Taylor to 
speak for me. To-day I dine with Alderdian Barber, 
the present sherifl^ who holds his feast in the dty. Doea 
not Chartres's misfortunes^ grieve you ? For that great 
man is likely to save his life, and lose some of his m<^ 
ney. A very hard case ! 

P. S. I am just now come firom the alderman's feast, who 
bad a very fine dinner, and a very fine appearanceNof 
company. 

Tlie post IS just going away. 



TO LADY WORSLEY.* 

siiDAM, April IQj 1730. 

My Lady Carteret (if you know such a lady) com* 
mands me to pursue my own inclination ; which is, to 
honour myself with writing you a letter ; and thereby' 
endeavouring to preserve myself in your memory, in 
spite of an acquaintance of more years than, in regard to 
my own reputation as a young gentleman, I care to re- 
collect. I forget whether I had not some reasons to be 
angry with your ladyship, when I was last in England. 
I hope to see you very soon the youngest great grand- 

* He was ieondemiiecl at the Old Ba9ey, Feb. 27, 1729-30, for a 
vape. B. 

t FraQce8,Lad7 Worsley, only daughter of Thomas, Lord Viscount 
Weymouth, was the lady of Sir Robert Worseley, bart. and motl^ 
to Frances, Lady Carteret She is frequently meatloQfid^V(S\^(W9u 
teipect by Dr. SwifL N» 
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niother in Europe : and fifteen years lieuce (which I shall 
have nothing to do with) you 'will be at tlie amuscmeDt 
of ^ Rise up, daughter, &c." You arc to answer this 
letter; anrl to inform mc of your health and humour; 
«nd whether you like your darghter better or worse, 
after having so long conversed with the Irish world, 
and 80 little with me. Tell roe what are youc 
amusements at [^'esent ; cards, court, books, visiting, or 
fondKng (I humbly beg your ladyship's pardon, but it Vk 
between ourselves) your grandchildren ? My lady 
Gilrieret has been the best queen we have known in Jrev 
kod these many years ; yet ii she mortally hated by all 
tiie young girls, because (and it is your fault) she is hand* 
fomer, Uian all of them together. Fray, do not insult 
poor Ireland on this occasion ; for it would have been 
exactly the same thing in London. And therefore I 
shall advise the king, when 1 go next to England, to 
«end no more of her sort (if such another can be found) 
for fear of turning all his loyal female subjects here 
against him. 

How is our old friend Mrs. Barton ?* (I forget her 
i^w name.) I saw her three years ago, at court, almost 
dwindled to an echo, and hardly knew her ; while your 
'^'"''^^]^ea492zled me as much as when I first met them ; which, 
considering myself, is a greater compliment thaq you 
are aware pf. I wish you may have grace to find it. 

* Thk lady, tbe widow of Colooel Barton, and niece to Sir Isaac 
Newton, was a distinguished beauty, and is celebrated in three differ^ 
eat poeoas in the bih volume of Dryden*8 Miscellanies. Id her wi- 
dowhood, she was entertained by Lord Halifax, who was very libe- 
ral to hir at his death. She afterwarda married Mr. Coodiiitt, who 
succeeded to Sir Isaac Newton's office in the mint ; and by this lattep 
natch had a daughter, who was married to Lord Lcmpster. The 
deMi*i friendship with this lady appears throughout the journal to 
StdHa; and is acknowledged by Mrs. Conduitt, in a letter printed ia 
Vo/. X/X. d^tedNov. 29, J733. N. 
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My Ladj Carteret has made me a present, which I 
take to be malicious, \rith a desigo to stand in your place. 
Therefore I would have you to provide against it by 
another, and something of your own work, as hers is. 
For you know I always expect advances and prcseuta 
fifom ladies. Neither was I ever deceived in this last 
article by any of your sex but tiie queen, whom I taxed 
three years ago with a present of ten pounds value. 
UpoD taking my leave, she said, " She intended a medal 
for me, but it Tins not finished.'' I afterward sent her, 
00 her own commands, about five and thirty pounds 
Worth of silk, for herself and the princesses ; but never 
feoelTed the medal to this day. Therefore, I wiH trust 
your sex do more. Tou ate to present my most humble 
eer\'ice to tny old friend Sir Ilobert Worsloy. I hope 
my fiiend Harry is well, and fattening in the eun, and 
continuing a bachelor, to enrich the poor Woi-sley fa- 
Diily. 

I command you to believe me to be, with t!ie greatest 
truth and respect, &c. 



FROM LORD BATHURST. 

DEAR DEAN, JwiC 30, 1 730. 

I RECEIVED r. letter from you some time ago whkh 
gave me infinite pleasure ; and I was going to return you 
an answer immediately : but when I sat down to write, I 
found my thoughts rolled upon the trifles which fill the 
scene of life in that bus>', senseless place, where I then 
was ;* and though I had nothing to do there, at least 
nothiog worth d(HDg, and time lay upon my hands, I was 

* London. I^. 
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resolved to defer writing to you, till I could clear my 
head from that rubbbh which every ooe must contract 
lb that place. I caonot but faocy, if one of our heads* 
were dissected after passing a winter's campaigo there, 
li would appear just like a pamphlet shop : jou would 
see a collection of treaties, a bundle of farces, a parcel 
of encomiums, another of satires, speeches, novels, ser- 
mons, bawdy songs, addresses, epigrams, proclamations, 
poems, divinity-lectui*es, quack bills, historical accounts, 
fables, and God knows what. 

The moment I got down here, I found myself quite 
<Dlear from all those affairs : but really, the hurry of bit- 
ainess which came upon me ailer a state of idleness for 
$iz mouths, must excuse me to you. Here I am absolute 
monarch of a circle of above a mile round, at least one 
hundred acres of ground, which (to speak in the style 
of one of ^ our countiymen) is very populous in cattle^ 
fish, and fowl. 

To enjoy this power, which I relish extremely, %nd 
regulate this dominion, which I prefer to any other, 
has taken up my time from morning to night There 
are Yahoos in the neighbourhood ; but having read in 
history, that the southern part of Britain was long de» 
fended against the Picts by a wall, I have fortified my 
territories all round. That wise people the Chinese, 
you know, did the same thing to defend themselves 
against the Tartars. Now I think of . it, as this letter 
is to be sent to you, it will certainly be opened ; and I 
sbaU have some observations made upon it, because 
I am within three miles of a certain castle. There- 
fore I do hereby declare, that nothing herein contained 
shall extend, or be construed to extend, so far : and far- 
thermore, I think myself in honour bound to acknowledge, 
that under our present just and prudent ministry, I do 
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not fear the least molestation from that quarter. Ne^ 
tber are the fortificalioos afcnremeotioiied in any wise 
designed to keep them out ; for I am well satisfied they 
can break through much stronger fences than these, if 
they should have a mind to it. Observe how natural- 
ly power and dominion are attended with fear and pre- 
caution. "When I am in the herd, I ba?e as little of it 
about me as any body : but now that I am in the midst 
of my own dominions, I think of nothing but preserving 
them, and grow fearful lest a certain great roan should 
take a fancy to them, aod transport them into Norfolk^*^ 
to place them as an Island in one of his new-made fisli- 
poods. Or, if you take this for too proud a thought, I 
will only suppose it to be hung out under a great bow 
window. 

In either case I must confess to you, that I do not 
Uke it. In the first place, I am not sure his new-made 
ground may hold good : in the latter case, I have some 
reason to doubt the foundations of his house are not so 
solid as he may imagine. Now, therefore, I am not so 
much in the wrong as you may conceive, to desire that 
my territory may remain where it is : for, though I 
know yoa could urge many arguments to show the ad- 
vantages I might reap by being so near him, yet I hold" 
it as a maxim, that he who is contented with what he 
has, ought not to risk that, even though he should have 
a chance to augment it in any proportion. I learned 
this from our friend Erasmus; and the corrupt, notions^ 
that money is power, and therefore eveiy man ought to 
get as much as he can, in order to create more power to 
himself, have no weight with me. 

But now, to begin my letter to you, I have received 
four bottles of usquebaugh, and sent three of them to Mr^^ 

* 7b Hoaghioo, Ibe feat of Sir Robert VftXpoAft*. 1U 

▲ 2 
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Pope ; so that I have detained only one for m jaelf. I 
do not believe, such an instance of honesty, punctuaKty^ 
disinterestedness, and self-denial, can be giren in tlds 
age. The whole being in my power, I hare withheld 
but the quarter part. I expect, if ever 1 come to lie a 
great man, you will write a vindication of me, wliether 
I am aspersed or not Till then, I rcmaiii your most 
faithful and roost obedient servant. 



FROM MR. GAY. 

mcAR SIR, Ameshcry^ July 4, 1 7^. 

You tell me that I have put myself out of the way of 
»11 my old acquaintance, so that unless I hear from you, 
I can know nothing of you. Is it not barbarous then to 
leave me so long without writing one word to me ? If 
you wiil not write to me for my sake, methinks you 
might write for }'our own. How do yon know wh^t b 
become of your mouey ? If you had drawn upon me 
when I expected it^ you might have had your money, 
for I was then in town ; but I am uow at Amesbury, at 
the Duke of Queensherry's. The duchess sends you 
ber services. I wish you were here: I fancy you 
would like her and the place. You might fancy your^ 
ielf at home ; for we have a catliedral near us, where 
jou might find a bishop of the same name.''^ You 
on^ht ride upon the downs^ and write conjectures upou 
Stonehenge. ^ We are but five-and-tweuty miles from 
the JBath; and I was told this very evening by General 
Dormer^ (who is here) that he beard somewhere or 

* Dr. Benjamin Hoadly, BSirhop of Saliaboiy, whoie brother, Dr. 
Jhbn Iloadly^ succeeded ArcbbldU)^ Ktfl|^Vl^t]to W^ <Al^\)SBiIliDvl^Uyb> 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 1 1 

other, that you had some intectious of coming there the 
latter season. I wish any thing would bring us together, 
but your waut of health. I have left off wine and wri- 
ting ; for I really think, that man must be a bold writer, 
who trusts to wit without it. I took your advice ; and 
some time ago took to love, and made some advances to 
the lady you sent me to in Soho, but I met no return ; 
so I have given up all thoughts of it, and have now no 
pursuit or amusement. A state of indolence is what I 
do not like ; it is what I would not choose. I am not 
thinking of a court, or preferment : for I think the lady 
I live with is my friend, so that I am at the height of 
my ambition. Tou have often told me, there is a time 
of Jife^ that every one wishes for some settlement of his 
owe. I have frequently that feeling about me, but I 
fancy it will hardly ever be my lot ; so that I will en- 
deavour to pasB away life as agreeably as I can, iu the 
way I am. I often wish to be with you, or you with 
me ; and I believe you think I say true. T am deter- 
mined to write to you, though those dirty fellows of the 
post-office do read my letters : for, since I saw you, I am 
grown of that consequence to be obnoxious to the men I 
(lespise ; so that it is veiy probable in their hearts they 
think me an honest man. I have heard from Mr. Pope 
but once since I left London : I was sorry I saw hini so 
seldom, but I had business that kept me from h]^. I 
often- wish we were together again. If you will not 
write, come. I am, dear sir, yours most sincerely and 
affectionately. 
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FROM THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

B£v. SIR,. Dwer-strec^ July 15, 1730. 

Mr. Clayton telling me he was going for Ireland, I 
could not forbear sending you a few lines by him, al- 
though I may punish you ; yet it is so great a pleasure 
to me til think of you, and to converse with you even in 
this manner, that I must expect you will be so good as 
to forgive the trouble this gives you. 

I do not know what notions you entertain of us here ; 
I fear and believe you are in a very bad way : this is 
my thought, that devoured we certainly shall be ; but 
only this will be the diiTerence, we shall have that great 
favour and instance &f mercy, that we shall have the 
honour to follow you, and be the last devoured; and 
though this is so plain, and that demonstrable, yet we 
have so many unthinking, unaccountable puppies among 
U8, that to them every thing seems to go well as it should 
do; and are so pleased witli this thought, or rather do 
not think at all, that it is in vain to say any thing to 
tbem^ ^This is a very disagreeable sufc^t, and I. will 
therefore leave it. 

My wife is, I thank God, pretty well : her stomach 
is rather better than it was; Peggy is very well: both 
deaite you will accept of their humble service. Tou 
uentiod your law atTairs : I know so much of that sort 
of people called lawyers, that I pity most heartily any 
one that is obliged to be concerned with them ; if you 
are not already, I hope you will be soon safe out of 
their hands. 

I suppose Master Whaley is, by this time, got safe to 
his living, and enjoying the fruit of his victory, peace 
ane) quietness. I believe he has enough of law» of taw-, 
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yen, and of lords both spiritual and temporal. I hope 
be is well : if jou see him, my service to him. 
. I wish you would come over here, that we might have 
the pleasure of seeiog you. Why should you not pass 
the winter here? I should think it would be more 
i^greeable to you than where you are. 

Lord Bathurst has had a fever; but he is now well 
ajuais. Pope I saw yesterday : he is pretty well. I 
am, with true respect and esteem, sir. 

Your most affectionate humble servant, 

OXFORD. 



FROM LORD BATHURST. 

DEAR 8IB, Cirencester, Sept. 9, 1 730. 

Yow have taken all the precaution which a reasonable 
man could possibly take, to break off an impertinent 
correspondence, and yet it will not do. One must be 
uore stupid than a Dutch burgomaster, not to see through 
the desigo of the last letter. ^ I show all your letters 
to our Irish wits. One of them is going to write a trea- 
tise of English bulls and blunders." And for farther se* 
curity, you. add at last, '^ I am going to take a progress, 
God knows where, and shall not be back again, God 
.knows when." I have given you a reasonable breath- 
ing time; and now, I must at you again< I receive so 
much pleasure in leading your letters, that, according (b 
the iisukl good nature and justice of mankind, I can dis- 
pense with the trouble I give you in reading mioe. But 
if you grow obstinate, and would not answer, I will 
plague and pester you, and do all I can to vex you. I 
will take your works to pieces^ and show you, that they 
aresll borrowed or stolen. Hvre noX. ^^>x ^\5^^^^ "^^ 
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ftweetoess of your numbers from Drydeu and Waller? 
Have not jou borrowed thoughts from Vir^l and Ho- 
race ? At least, I am sure 1 have seeu somethiug like 
them in those books. As to jour prose writings, which 
they make such a noise about, they are only some little 
improvements upon the humour you have stolen from 
Miguel de Cervantes and Rabelais. Well, but the style 
— a great matter indeed, for an Englishman to value 
himself upon, that he can write English : why, I write 
English too, but it is in another style. 

But I would not forget your political tracts. You 
may say, that you have ventured your ears at one time, 
and your neck at another, for the good of your country. 
Why, that other people have done in another manner, 
upon less occasion, and are not at all proud of it. You 
have overturned and supported ministers; you have set 
kingdoms in a flame by your pen. Fray, what is there 
in that, but having the knack of hitting the passions of 
mankind ? With that alone, and a little knowledge of 
ancient and modem history, and seeing a little farther 
into the inside of things than the generality of men, you 
have made this bustle. There is no wit in anj of them : 
I have nsad them all over, and do not remember any of 
those pretty flowers, those just antitheses, which one 
meets with so frequently in the French writers f none of 
those clever turns upon words, oat those apt quotations 
out of Latin authors, which the writers of the last age 
among us abounded in; none of those pretty similies, which 
some of our modem authors adorn their works with, that 
are not only a little like the thing they would illustrate, 
but are also like twenty other things. In short, as often 
as I have read any of your tracts, I have been so tired 
Vith them, that I have never been easy till I got to the 
ead of them. 1 have found my brain heated, my imagi- 
aatioaSred, just as if I was dnudu h pt^xty ^\xsi^ Vs^ 
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deed for one of jour go wo to vafee himself upon, that 
vkh rittiof BtiU SB hour in his studj, he hae often made 
three kiogdomt drank at once. 

I have twenty other points to maul you upon, if yott 
provoke me ; bat if you are ciril and good natured, and 
trill send me a long, ayery long letter, in answer to this, 
I will let you alone a good while. Well, adieu. If I 
had bad a better pen, I can tell you, that I should not 
have concluded so soon. 



Fftdlll LADY BETTY GERMAIN * 

Loii^,S^(. 19, 1730. , 

Hai> I not been retired into the country, yours should 
have beeu answered long ago. As to your poetess, I am 
Iter obliged servant, and must confess the fact is just as 
you state it It is very true I was gaming ; and upon 
the dapper youth's delivering me a paper, which I just 
opened, found they were verses ; so slunk them into my 
pocket, and there truly they were kept exceeding pri- 
vate ; for I cannot accuse myself of showing them to a 
roortaL But let me assure you, it was not out of mo- 
desty, but in great liopes that the author would have di- 
vulged them ; which, you know, would have looked de- 
center than trumpeting my own fame. But it seems un- 
happily we were both bit, and judged wrong of each 
other. However, since you desire it, you may be very 
sure she should not fail of my entreaties to his grace of 

* Daughter of the Earl of Berkeley, one of the lords justices of Ire^ 
land in 1609, with whom Dr. Swift went over as chaplain and private 
leeretary. She married Sir John Germain, hart, of Drayton, in 
Northamptonshire. See in Vol. X. the ^* ^i\\a!^ ^xl ^^ ^'^^oa ^ 
T^amek," and ** The Cotpano,^) N. 
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Dorset for her, though you have not yet let roe into the 
secret what her request is : so till my Lord Carteret does 
his part, or that I hear from you again, it will be but a 
bliod sort of a petition. I have not seen his grace this 
great while, and he is now at Windsor, and I choose ra- 
ther to speak to him on all accounts, having not so fine 
a talent at writing, as that lord's lady ; and whether just 
or no, I will not attempt disputing with her ladyship. 
But as you are commonly esteemed by those, who pre- 
tend to know you, to have a tolerable sliare of honesty 
and brains, I do not question your doing what is right 
by him ; oor his paying you all the civility and kind* 
ness you can desire. Nor will I Jiope tUmr^iflueDce 
ever can make him do otherwise, though he has the un- 
fashionable quality of esteeming his old friends; but 
however partial to them, yet not to be biassed against his 
own sense and judgment. The consequence of this, I 
hope, will be your coming to England, and meeting of- 
ten with him, (in lady Betty's chamber*) where the 
*^ happy compositionf " should exert her skill in order- 
ing dinner ; and I would not mistake oil of amber for 
the spirit of it, but continue as I ever was, your sincere 
friend, as well as faithful humble servant, 

E. GERMAIN. 

• AUudiBg to the first Hoes of Frances Harris^i petition. H. 

+ This exiression alludes to the last verse of Swift's *^ Receipt t^ 
form a Beaut7,*' 

** Andcall'd the happy composiiioD Floyd.** 

Biddy- Floyd h mentioned in the Ballad on the Game oTTrafBck, a* 
being one of the party at Lord Berkeley's^ and at this time Uv«d withe 
Lady Betty. H. 
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FROM MR. GAY. 

SEAR SIR, AvMshun/^ Nev. 8, 1730. 

So you are determined oever to write to me again ) 
but, for all that, 70U shall not make me hold my tongue. 
Tou shall hear from me (the post-office willing) whe- 
ther j^ou will or not. I see none of the folks you cor- 
respond with, so that I am forced to pick up intelligence 
concerning you as I can ; which has been so very little, 
that I am resolved to make my complaints to you as a 
friend, who I know loves to relieve the distressed : and 
in the circumstances I am in, where should I apply, but 
to my best fiieods ? Mr. Pope, indeed, upon my frequent 
inquiries, has told me that the letters which are durected 
to him concern me as much as himself: but what you 
say of yourself, or of me, or to me, I know nothing at 
all. Lord Carteret was here yesterday, in hia return 
from the Isle of Wight, where he had been a shooting, 
and left seven pheasants with us. He went this morn- 
ing to the Bath, to Lady Carteret, who is perfectly reco- 
vered. He talked of you three hours last night, and 
told me that you talk of me : I mean, that you are pro- 
digiously in his favour, as he says ; and I believe that I 
am in yours; for I know you to be a just and equitable 
person, and it is but my due. He seemed to take to me, 
which may proceed from your recommendation ; though, 
indeed, there is another reason for it, for he is now out 
of employment, and my friends have been generally of 
that sort : for, I take to them, as being naturally inclin- 
ed to those who can do ao mischief. Pray, do you come 
to England this year ? He thinks you do. I wish you 
would ; and so does the Duchess of Queensberry. What 
would you have more to induce you ? Your money cries, 
come spend me i and your friends cry )Com^ ^^ \ba« \ 
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have been treated barbarously by you. If you koew 
bow often I talk of you, how often I think of you, you 
would now and then direct a letter to me, and I would 
allow Mr. Pope to have his share in it. In .^hort, I do 
not care to keep any man's money, that serves me so. 
Love or money I must have ; and if you will not let me 
have the comfort of the one, I think I must endeavour 
to get a little comfort by spending some of the other. I 
must beg that you will call at Amesbury, in your way 
to London ; for I have many things to say to you ; and 
I can assure you, you will be welcome to a tlirec^grong- 
cd'fork. I remember your prescription, and I do ride 
vpoo the downs ; and at present I have no asthma. I 
have killed five brace of partridges, and four brace and 
a half of quails : and I do not envy either Shr Robert 
CMT Stephen Duck, who is the favourite poet of the court.* 
I hear sometimes from Pope, and from scarce any body 
dse. Were I to live ever so long, I believe 1 should 
never think of London ; but I cannot help thinking of 
you. Were you here, I could talk to you, but I would 
not ; for you shall have all your share of talk,t which 
was never allowed you at Twickenham. Tou know this 
WP.s a grievance you often complained of; and so, in re- 
venge, you make me write all, and answer nothing. I 
beg my compliments to Dr. Delany. 

J am, dear sir, yours most affectionately, 

J. GAY.. 

I ended the letter as above, to go to the duchess, and 
die told me, I might go down, and come a quarter of ao 

* Stephen Duck, a poor ihresber, having written soise venes, tbeSr 
were ihown to ^eeo Carotiiie; who made him. her librarf -keeper at 
Eichmond. He afterward took orders, and was preferred to a liviog* 
but growing melancholy, he at last drowned himself. H. 

/ Mr, Oay wta resenred in his conversatm. H« 
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boar hence. ' I had a de«i^D to have asked her to sign 
the invitation, that I have made joii. As I do not know 
how much she roaj have to say to you, I think it Mill be 
prudent to leave olT, that she may not be stinte<l for want 
of room. So mirch I will say, that whether she signs it 
or not, both the duke and duchess would be very glad 
you would come to Aniesbury ; and you must be per- 
suaded that I pav this without the least private view. 
For, what is it to me whether you come or not ? For I 
can write to you, you know. 

P. S. BY THE DUCHESS OF ClUEENSBERRT. 

I would fain have you come. I cannot say you will h€ 
welcome ; for I do not know you, and perhaps I shall 
not like' you ; but !f I do not, (unless you are a very 
rain person) you shall know my thoughts as soon a« 
I do myself. 

C.d. 



TO MR. GAY. 

Duhliuy Nov. 10, 1730. 

Whem my Lord Peterborough, in the queen's time, 
vent abroad upon his embassies, the ministry told me» 
that be was such a vagrant, they were forced to write 
at him. by guess, because they knew not where to write 
to him. This is my case with you ; sometimes in Scot- 
land, sometimes at Hamwalks, sometimes God knows 
wliere. You are a man of business, and not at leisure 
lor insignificant correspondence. It was I got you the 
employment of being my lord duke's premier ministre : 
for his grace having heard how good a maixa^et i^n^ 
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trere of my revenue, thought you fit to be entrusted 
with tea talents. I have had twenty times a strong in- 
tlination to spend a summer uear Salisbury downs, hav- 
ing rid over them more than once, and with a young par- 
son of Salisbury reckoned twice the stones of Stone- 
benge, which are either ninety-two or ninety-three. I 
desire to present my most humble acknowledgments to 
■ly lady duchess in return of her civility. I hear an 
ill thing, ■ that she is maire pulchra JiUa puUhrior : I 
pever saw her since she was a girl, and would be angry 
she should excel her mother, who was long my principal 
goddess. I desire you will tell her grace, that the ill 
management of forks is not to be helped when they are 
only bidential, which happens in all poor houses, espe- 
cially those of poets ; upon which account a knife was 
absolutely necessary at Mr. Pope's, where it was moral- 
ly impossible, with a bidential fork, to convey a motsel 
of bee^ with the incumbrance of mustlBurd and turnips, 
into your mouth at once. And her grace hath cost me 
thirty pounds to provide tridents for fear of ofi^ndiag 
her, which sum I desire she will please to return meL-— 
I am sick enough to go to the Bath, but have not heard 
it will be good for my disorder. I have a strong mind 
to spend my two hundred pounds next summer in 
' France : I am glad I have it, for there is hardly twice 
that sum left in thb kingdom. You want no settlement 
(I call the family where you live, and the foot you are 
upon, a settlement) till you increase your fortune to 
what will support you with ease and plenty, a good 
house and a garden. The want of this I much dread for 
you : for I have often known a she cousin of a good fa- 
. mily and small fortune, passing months among all her 
relations, living in plenty, and taking her circles, till 
she grew an old maid, and every body weary of her. 
Mr, Pope complains of seldom seeing you \ but the evil 
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h unaToidabley for diflEereot circuntttaiices of life have 
always separated those whom friendship will joiD : God 
hath taken care of this, to prevent any progress toward 
real happiness here, which woald make life more desir 
raUe, and death too dreadful. I hope you have now 
one advantage that you always wanted hefore, and the 
want cff which made your friends as uneasy as it 6hi 
yourself; I mean the resaoval of that solicitude about 
your own affairs, which perpetually filled your 
thoughtSf and disturbed you conversation. For if it be 
true what Mr. Pope seriously tells me, you will have op- 
portunity of saving every groat of the interest you re- 
ceive; and so by the time he and you grow weary of 
each other, you will be able to pass the rest of your 
winelcM life in ease and plenty; with the additional 
triumphal comfort of never having received a penny from 
those tasteless ungrateful people from whom you deserved 
80 much, and who deserve no better geniuses than those 
by whom they are celebrated. If you see Mr. Cesar, 
present my hunyiile service to him, and let him know 
that the scnib libel printed against me here, and reprint- 
ed in London, for which he showed a kind concern to a 
friend of us both, was written by myself, and sent to a 
whig printer ; it was in the style and genius of such 
icoundrek, when the humour of libelling ran in this 
strain against a friend of mine whom you know. Bui 
mj paper is ended: 
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TO LORD CHESTERFIELD * 

MY LORD, Nw. 10, 1730. 

I WAS positively advised hj a friend, whose opij!liDD 
bag much weight with me, and who has a ^eat veoen* 
tioo for your lordship, to veuture a letter of solicitatioQ : 
and it is the first request of this kind that I ever made, 
Bioce the public clianges in times, persons, meaaures, aod 
opinions, drove me into distance and obscurity. 
. There is an honest man, whose name is Launcelot; 
be has been long a servant to mv Lord Sussex: he 
married a relation of mine, a widow, with a tolerable 
jointure ; which, depending upon a lease which the Duke 
•f Grafton suffered to expire about three years ago^ 
sunk half her little fortune. Mr. Launcelot had many 
promises from the Duke of Dorset, while his grace held 
that ofiice, which is now in your lordship; but they all 
failed, after the usual fate that the bulk of court suitois 
must expect 

I am very sensible that I have no manner of claim to 
the least favour from your lordship, whom I have bald- 
ly the honour to be known to, although you were alwigrs 

^ Philip Dormer Stanhope, Earl of Chesterfield, Baron Stanhope o4 
Shelibrd, wan born Sept. 22, 1694 ; succeeded to those titles, Jan. 27, 
1725^ ', was elected kni;;ht of the garter, May 18, 17J0 ; soon aft« 
made lord steward of his majesty's Iiousehold, and ambassador extra' 
ordinary and plenipotentiary to the States General ; and in 1745 ap- 
pointed lord lieutenant of Ireland. He died March 23, 1773.— Hb 
lordship had long been celebrated, not only as an ele2;ant writer 
himself, but as one of the greatest encouragers of polite learning. 
The most eminent of his writings are the Letters to his Son, printed, 
after his lordship's death, from the originals in the possession of Mrs* 
Eugenia Stanhope, widow to the young gentleman to whom they 
were addressed. His lord^ihip's miscellaneous works, a valuable col- 
lection of his letters, and memoirs of \n» life» were also published by 
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pleased to treat me with much humanity, and with more 
distinctioD thao I could pretend to deserve. I am like- 
mse cooscious of that demerit which I have largely 
shared with all those who concerned themselves ia a 
court and ministry, whose maxims aod proceedings have 
faeen ever since so much exploded. But your lordship 
will grant me leave to say, that in those times, when 
any persons of the ejected party came to ^ourt, and 
were of tolerable consequence, they never failed to suc- 
ceed in any reasonable request they made for a friend; 
And whes I sometimes added my poor solicitations, I 
used to quote the then ministers a passage io the Gos- 
pel, ^Tbe poor (meaning their own dependents) you 
have always with you,'' &c. 

This is the strongest argument I have to entreat your 
lordship's favour for Lauocelot, who is a perfectly ho- 
nest man, and as loyal as you could wish. His wife, 
my near relation, has beeu my favourite from her youth, 
and as deserving as it is possible for one of her level. 
It is understood, that some little employments about the 
court may be often in your lordship's disposal ; and that 
my Liord Sussex will give Mr. Launcelot the character 
be deserves : aod then let my petition be (to speak in 
my own trade) *' a drop in the bucket." 

Remember, my lord, that, although this letter be long, 
yet what particularly concerns my request is but of a 
few Hues. 

I shall not congratulate with your lordship upon any 
of your present great employments, or upon the greatest 
that can possibly be given to you ; because you are one 
of those very few who do more honour to a court, than 
you can possibly receive from it ; which I take to be a 
greater complimefft to any court than it is to your lord- 
ship. I am, 

My Lord, &c. 
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FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT * 

BSA.R SIR, 

The passage in Mr. Pope's letter about your 1 
does not alarm me : both of us have had the distc 
these thhrtj years, t have found that steel, the 
gums, and ttie bark, all do good io it. Therefore 
take the vomit A ; then, every day, the quantity 
nutmeg, in the morning, of the electuary, marke 
with five spoonfulh of the tincture marked D. 
the tincture, but not the electuary, in the after 
Tou may take one of the pilk marked C, at any 
when you are troubled with It; or thirty of the 
marked E, in any vehicle, even water. I had a se 
•f my own, that was cured merely with vom 
There is another medicine not mentioned, whicl 
may try ; the pulvis rad. Valerianae sylvestris, ab 
scruple of it twice a day. How came you to ta 
in your head, that I was queen's physician ? Wl 
am so, you shall be* a bishop, or any thing you h] 
mind to. Pope is now the great reigning poetical fa 
ite. Your lord lieutenantf has a mind to be well 
you. Lady Betty Germain complains you hav< 
writ to her since she wrote to you. I have showi 
much civility to Mrs. Barber as I could, and she 
wise to me. I have no more paper, but what serv 
tell you, that I am, with great sincerity, your most I 
fill humble servant, 

J. ARBUTHNO 

I recommended Dr. Helsham to be physician tc 

• Eadoned, " Receiired, Nov. 13, 1790.** R. 
f The Duke of Dorset H. 
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lieueenafiiQt. I kmir not what effect it will hate. 
iiy respeetB to him and l)r. Delaoy. 

A. 

1^ ptilv. rad. ipecacoaoas, .^j. 
B. 
JLeonaerv. flavediq. aurabt. abajoth. Rotn. ana 5^ 
jrnfaigiiL m^ia in pollio. icdact. 3iij. sjrup. e sucoo 
kemea, q. s. 

C. 
^ ai. foetid. 5ij. tinctur. castor, q. s. M. fiant pitute 



D. 
<^ oortic. peruviani elect. ruhagD. martis dna 3j. digere 
iej^ifit in vini alb. Gallic. Ibij per 24 lioras : postea 
iat colatura. 

E. 
%. ip. cor. cerv. sp. Javendul. tinctun castor, ana 3ij. 
iniiBoe.* 



TO MR. GAY. 

Dublin^ N0V. l^, IJ^O, 

1 vrtLir to 7011 a loug letter about a fortnight past, con- 
tiuding 70a irere in London, from whence I understood 

* As theBe receipts may possibly be useful to some perscKi troubled 
Vkk the J>ea«k*B complaint of giddioess, Dr. Arbuthnot^s receipt of 
Otters, for strengthening the stomach, Is added. 
Take of zedoary root one drachm ; galangal and lUma^ worm- 
wood, of each two. drathms : orange peel, a drachm ; fester car- 
danKND seeds, two scruples, lafuse all in. a quart of boiling 
^riog water for six hours; strain it off, and add to it Ibur ounces 
^ greater compound w'orxnwood wat^. H. 
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one of your former was dated : nor did I imagine yoa 
were gone back to Amesbury «o late in the year, . at 
which season I take the country to be only a scene for 
those who have been ill used by a court on account of 
their viilues ^ which is a state of happiness the more 
• valuable, because it is not accompanied by envy, al- 
though nothing deserves it more. I would gladly sell a 
dukedom to lose favour in the manner their graces have 
done.* I believe my Lord Carteretjf since he is no 
longer lieutenant, may not i^ish me ill, and I haVe told 
him often that I only hated him as lieutenant. I con- 
fess he had a genteeler manner of binding the chains of 
this kingdom than most of his predecessors, and I con- 
fess at the same time that he had, six times, a regard to 
my recommendation, by preferring so many of my frietods 
in the church ; the two last acts of his favour were to 
add to the dignities of Dr. Delany and Mr. Stopford» 
the last of. whom was by you and Mr. Pope put into 
Mr. « Pulteney's hands. I told you in my last, that a 
continuance of giddiness (though not in a violent degree) 
prevented my thoughts of England at present. For in 
my case a domestic life is necessary, where I can with 
the centurion say to my servant, Go, and he goeth, and 
Do this, and he doth it I now hate all people whom 
I cannot command, and consequently a duchess is at 
this time the hatefuUest lady in the world to me, one 
only excepted, and I beg her grace's pardon for that ex- 
ception, for, in the way I mean, her grace is ten thou- 
sand times more hateful. I confess I begin to apprehend 
you will squander my money, because I hope you never 

* By patronizing Gay. Dr. Wabton. 

f The lines which this nobleman quoted from Homer, on his death- 
bed, to Mr. Wood, on occasion of the peace, were as happily applied 
as the apology he used to Swift for some harsh meaiures In Ireland: 
— Regni novitas me talia cogit 



"MoJiri." Dr.Wartow. 
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leas wanted it ; and if you go on with fuccess for tiN> 
yean longer, I fear I shall not have a faorthiog of it left. 
The doctor hath ill informed me, who says that Mn 
Pope is at present the «hief poetical favourite ; yet Mr. 
Pope himself talks like a philosopher, and one wholly re- 
tired. But the vogue of our few honest kXkb here i^ 
that Duck is absolutely to succeed £«8den in the laurel ; 
the contention being between Concannen or Theobald 
(Mr some other hero of the Dunciad. I never chargejl 
you for not talking, but the dubious state 'of your affoin 
in those day was too much the subject, and I wish the 
doche^i had beea tlie voucher of your amendment. 
Notlung 90 much contr%uted to my ease as the turn of 
affain after the queen's death ; by which all my hopes 
being cut ofl^ I could have no ambition left, unless I 
would have been a greater rascal than happened to «uit 
with my temper. I therefore sat down quietly at my 
morflel, adding only thereto a principle of hatred to all 
succeeding measures and ministries by way cf sauce to 
reiit^i my meat : and I confess one point of conduct in 
my lady duchess's life has added much poignancy to it. 
There is a good Irish practical bull toward the end of 
your, letter, where you spend a dozen lines in telling me 
you roust leave off, that you may give my lady duchess 
room to write, and so you proceed to within two or 
three lines of the bottom; though I would have remitted 
you my 2001. to have left place for as many more. 

TO THE DUCHESS. 

MADAH, 

My beginning thus low is meant as a maik of respect, 
like receiving your grace at the bottom of the stau-s. I 
am glad you know your duty ; for it has been a known 
and established rule above twenty yeax^ioL ^\:^*«:&^^^^ 



M LETTEES TO AND FROM 

die fifit ad^aiicei kare been ^xmstaotlj made me by all 
Mica who avpired to my accjaaffDlatice, and the greidei 
Hieir qttalUj, the ^eater were their advaoces. Yet, I 
kfiOw Dot by what weakncsB, I have condescended gra* 
oioudly to dispense with you opon this important articles 
Though Mr. Gay will tell yon that a nameless penoto 
seat me eleven mes^ges^ beficH'e I would yield to a yv 
dt: I jBieaa a person to whom he is iuftnitely obliged, 
for being the occadoo of tlie happiness he -now enjojn 
under the protection and favour of ray lord duke and 
y^ur |;ra<3e. At the same time I cannot forbear teHiog 
jro«^ madam, Uiat you are a little imperious in yoiu 
teaooer t»f making your advances. Tou say, perhapi 
you shall not like me; I affirm you are mistaken, 
wluch I call plainly demonstrate; for I have certaia 
ititeUigisnce, that another person dislikes me of late^ 
with M*bose Hkkip yours have not for some time past 
|0Qe together. However, if I shall once have the bo- 
nottr to attend your grace, I will out of feai* and pru- 
dieuce appear as vain as I can, that I may not know 
jtuf diou^ta of me. This is your own direction, but 
it was n^dhsH : for Diogenes himself would bo vaiq^ 
to have received the boooiir of bjcing one moment of 
his life in the thoughts of your grace. 



TO THE COUNTESS OF SUFFOLK- 

MADAM, November 21, 1730- 

I DO BOW pity the leisure you have to read a tetter 
%mD me; and this letter ^all be a histoiy. ^ Finii 

* Me means dueen Caroline j and her neglect of Gay, which i4- 
^ifflttwaMMirfm to the Duchc6so!€tueciisVtry. T)r, Warto**-: 
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therefore, I call you to wknesa, that I did oot attend 
oq the queen till I had received her own repeated mes- 
sages; which, of course, occasioned my being intro- 
duced to you. I never asked any thiqg tiH, upon 
leaving £ngland the first time, I desired from you a 
present worth a guinea: and from her majesty, one 
worth ten pounds; by way of a memorial. Tours i 
receive ; and the queen, upon my taking leave of her, 

made an excuse that she had intended a medal for 

I 

me ; which not being ready, she would send it me tlift 
Christmas following; yet this was never done, ner at 
all remcmbei-ed when I went back to Engl^ind the next 
year, and by her commands, attended her as I .had 
done b^ore. I must now tell you, madam, that I will 
receive do medal fi'om her majesty, nor any thing lew 
than her picture at half-length, drawn by Jervas; and 
if he takes it from another original, the queen shall 
dt at least twice for him to touch it up. I desire 
you will let her majesty know this in plain words[ al- 
though I have heard that I am under her displea- 
sure. But this is a usual thing with princes^ as well as 
ministers, upon every false representation ; and so I took 
occasion to tell the queen, upon the quarrel Mr. Wal- 
pole had with our friend Gay, the first time I ever had 
the honour to attend her. 

Against you I have but one reproach :. That when I 
was last in England, and just al^er the present king's 
accession, I resolved to pass that summer in France, 
for which I had then a most lucky opportunity ; from 
which those who seemed to love me well dissuaded 
me, by your advice : and when I sent you a note^ con- 
juring you to lay aside the character of a courtier and 
a favourite upon that occasion, your answer positively 
directed me not to go in that juncture ; and you said the 
wnoB tiling to my friends, who seemed lo\i«v^^'^^\ ^^ 
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giving ipe hints, that I might reasonably hope for a set- 
ilom^pt in Epgland : Hrhich, God knowa^ was .no yerj 
great ambitioq, considering the station I should leave 
kere, of greater digoitj, and which might have easily 
been miM^aged to be disposed of as the queen pleased. If 
these hipts came from you, I affirm, you then acted too 
much like a courtier. But I foigive you, and esteem 
you as much as ever. Tou had your reasons, which 
I shall not inquire into; because I always believed jMi 
had some virtues, beside all the accomplishments of 
ound and person that can adorn a lady. 

I am angry with the queen for sacrificing fay frieod 
Gay to th^ mistaken piques of Sir Robert Walpole, 
abwt a libel written against him ; although he were 
convinced at Che same time of Mr. Gay's innocence; 
and although, as I said befor^ I told her majesty the 
whole story. Mr. Gay deserved better treatment 
amongst you^ upon ail accounts^ and particularly for 
his excellent unregarded Fables, <ledicated to Prince 
William; which I hope his royal highne^ will often 
read for his instruction. I wish her majesty would a 
little remember what I laigely said to her about Ire- 
land, when, before a witness, she gave me leave, and 
commanded me, to tell here what she spoke to me 
upon that subject; and ordered me, if J lived to see 
her in her present station, to send her our grievan- 
ces ; prombing to read my letter, and do aU good of- 
fices in her power for this mberable und most lo3ral 
ikingdom, now at the brink of ruin, and never so near 
as now. As to myself, I repeat again, 4hat I never 
asked any thing more than a trifle, as a memorial of 
soine di^tinction which her majesty graciously seemed 
to make between me and every common clergyman : 
b|it . that trifle was foigotten, according to the usual 
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m€lfaod of princes,* although I was taught to tliink iny- • 
self upoD a foot of pretending to some little, exception. 

As to yourself, niad^m, I most heartily congratulate 
with you for being delivered from the toil, the envy, tlie 
riavery, and vexation, of a favourite; where you could 
not always answer the good intentions that I hope yon 
had. You will now be less teazed with solicitations, 
one of the greatest evils in life. You possess an easy 
employment, with quiet of mind, although it be by no 
metaa equal to your merit : and if it shall please God to 
establish your health, I believe and hope you are too 
vise to hope for more. Mr. Pope has always been an ' 
advocate for your sincerity ; and even I, in the charac- 
ter I gave you of yourself, allowed you as much of that 
virtue as could be expect^ in a lady, a courtier, and a > 
favourite. Yet, I confess, t never heartily pledged your 
health as a toast, upon any other regards than beauty, 
vit, good sense, and an unblemished character. For, aa 
to friendship, truth, sincerity and other trifles of that 
kind, I bever concerned myself about tltero ; because I 
knew them to be only parts of the loweic morals, which 
are altogetlier useless at courts. I am content that you 
should tell the queen all I have said of her ; s^nd in my 
own words, if you please. 

I could have been a better prophet in the character I 
gave you of yourself, if it hai) been good manners, in 
tfie height of your credit, to put you in mind of its mor- 
tality : for, you are not the first, by at least three ladies* 
vhom I have known to undeigo the same turn of fortune. 
It is allowed, that ladies are often very good scaffoldings; 
sind I need not tell you the use that scaffoldings are 
put to by ^11 builders, as well political as mechanic. I 
should have begun this letter by telling you, that I was 
encouraged to write it by my best friend, and one of y^ur 
great admirers; who told ine, '* thal,6:om ^m'^'OPL\cv« ^^c«sl 
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tfOd pa«ed' between jou, he tfaooght you woidd b^ t^ 
eeii^ it iN." After aH, I koow,. no person of your s^ 
ftr whom I have ao great an esteem, as I do anddeHeve 
I shall always eoodntie to bear for you, I mean a prlraft 
iperson; fbr^ I most encept the queen^ and it is nofao 
^xceptieii of form : because I have really a very great 
veneration f>r her gi^at qualities, aUlioiigh' I haverea- 
ioo to xomplain of her cooduct to me ; which I ecmid 
oeteicusd aktMmgh she had ^fty kingdoms to govam; 
I have but i^Ht to conclude with my sincere profesrfotia 
^ b^ng, with tnie respect, 
Madame 

Tour most obedient liuml^ servant. 



FROM MR. GAY. 

^BAR sia,. Ameshm;!^ Dec. 6, iZ30. 

^ BoT» your ktters^ to B^ gf eat satisfaction, I have !«>> 
ceived. You were: mbtaken as to my bdiig^in town; 
IIm: i have been here ever since the banning of May; 
But the best way is to c^rect your letters always to the 
dtik^s house in London ; and they are sent hither by liis 
porter. We sbsdi e^ay here tilf after the liolidays. You 
«ay4 we deserve envy: I think we do; for I envy no 
lasan, either in town or out of it We have had some 
few visiters, and every one of them such, . as one . woi^ 
desjire to visit. The duchess ia a more severe chedc up 
^myfinaDcesthanever you were; apd I submit, as I 
4id to you, to comply to my own good. It was a loi^ 
fimcj htkael could prevsul withherto letm^ sAlowmy- 
adf a pdr of dieea with two heeis; for I had lost oat^ 
and the shoes were so decayed that they were not worth 
^Bdiag. Yqu see by tills,, that thoae^ wl|^ ar^ ^m^ 
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g^iierous of their own, can be the roost covetous for othera. 
I bope you will be so good to me, as to use your iote- 
Kst with hcp, (for, whatever she says, you seem to Mrt 
some) to indulge me with, the extravagance suitable t^- 
my fortune. 

The lady you mention, that dislikes you, has no di^ 
cemment I really thvnk, you may safely venture to 
Ame^bury, though indeed the lady here likes to have 
her own. way as well as youcf. which may somclitties oc- 
casion disputes : and I tell you beforehand, that I canf 
not take your part. I think her so often in the rights 
that yon will have great difficulty to persuade me she 
is in the wrong. Then, there is another thing) that f 
ought to tell you, to deter you from^ this place ; which- 
18, that the lady of the house is not given to show civil- 
ity to those she does not like.. She speaks her mind, 
and loves truth. For the uncommonness of the thing, t 
fancy your curiosity will prevail over your fear; and 
you. will like to see such a womaii.. But I say no more 
till I know whether her grace will fill up the rest of the 
paper. 

FROM THE DUGHESS OF dUEENSBERRY. 

Write I must, particularly now, as I have air oppof-^ 
(unky to indulge my predominant passion^ contradiction.. 
I do, in the first place, contradict most things Mr. Gay 
says of me, to deter you fromxoming here ; which if yoa 
ever do$ I hereby assure you, that unless I like my own. 
way better, yoU shall have yours; and in. all dispute^, 
you shall convince me if you caq* But, by what I seo 
•f you^ this is not a misfortune that will always happen ;: 
kci find, you are a great mistaker. For example, yoda 
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talte prudepce for imperiQusness : it is from this first, that 
I deteriniried oot to like oae who b too giddy-headed for 
me to be certain whether or not I shall ever.be acquaint- 
ed with. I have known people take great delight ia 
building castles in the air ; but I should choose to build 
friends upon a moi*e solid foundation. I would fain 'know 
you; for I often hear more good likeable tilings than it 
is possible any one can deserve. Fray come, that I may 
find out something, wrong ; for I,, and I believe most wo* 
men, have an inconceivable pleasure to find out any 
faults, except their own. Mr. Gibber is made poet lau-> 
reat. I. am, sir, as much your humble servant as I can 
be to any person I do not know, 

Mr. Gay £» very peevish that I spell and write ill ; but 
I do not care : for neither the pen nw I can do better.^ 
Besides, I think you have flattered me, and such people 
ought to be put io-trouble.. 

MR. GAY'S FOSTSCRIFT. 

Now. I hope yoiif are pleased, and that you will allow 
for so small a sum as two hundced pounds, you h^ve a. 
lumping pennyworth. 



FROM LORD CHESTERFIELD. 

SIR, Hagu€yDec.l5,n30. 

You need not have made ai^ excusea to me for your 
solicitatipn : on the contrary, I am proud of being the 
£rst pegBon to whom you have thought it worth your. 
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you into distaoce and obscurity. I very well know the 
person you recommend to me, having lodged at his house 
a ivhole stimmer at Richmond. J have always heard a 
very good character of him, which alone would incline 
me to serve him : but your recommendation, I can as- 
sure you, will make me impatient to do it. However, 
that he may not again njeet with the common fate of 
coutt suitors, nor I lie under the imputation of making 
court promises, I will exactly explain to you how far it 
is likely T may be able to serve him. 

When first I had this office,* I took the resolution of 
turning, out nobody ; so that I shall only have the dis- 
posal of those places, that the death of the present pos- 
sessors will procure me. Some old servants, that hav« 
served me long and faithfully, have obtained the promises 
of the first four or five vacancies ; and the early solici- 
tations of some of my particular friends have tied me 
down for about as many more. But, after having sa^ft- 
fied these engagements, I do assure you, Mr. Launcelot 
shall be my first care. I confess his prospect is more 
remote than I could have wished it, but as it is so re- 
mote, he will not have the uneasiness of a disappointment, 
if begets nothing; aod if he. gets something, we shaR 
both be pleased. 

As for his politicnl principles, T am in no manner of 
pain about them. Were he a tory, I would venture to 
serve him, in the just expectation, that should I ever be 
charged with having preferred a tory, the person who 
was the author of my crime would likewise be the au- 
thor of my vindication. 

I am, with real esteetoi, sir^ 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

CHESTERFIELD. 

' • Qf^ord iiewnrd of the kiug^s \iattMt\io\d^Vii ^\&^\^ tnsMft^^ 
Ae Dike cfDanett ai^omtcd lord Vicniteiinsl ^ \t€a&^« 

k3 
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fKjDM LA0T ELIZABETH OEBMAHf. 

Ike.2^ 1730. 

SiDPc^ jr^ irifti ft Modest Hsannce^ affirm jou 
li^rsiiUid and pUci^ good mmmsts bettei than aoj otbcx- 
petBoii ill eitlMr kiikgdoitt, I.vrish you would therefore 
{Hit into veiy bftfidsome tetms my excuse to Dean Swfft» 
that I ^ye iiot answered bi& ktler I received before the 
last : for even prebeadMry Head anured my bit»Aer 
Harr)r, that be, io all form and justice, tpok i^ace of a^ 
f^oiiel, t^ beiDg a major general ia tke churdi ; and 
tber^fM yoli need not htrtre called a council to kD0W» 
ntbeUM Jreuok". I. war^ to Writ^ last ;: because, as bdog^ 
but a t)Oor eouirftesy lady^ I caa pveteod to no place but 
what btheir people's goodd^M j^ves me. This being set* 

- tted, I cWBkity ought not Io hav« Wiit again ; but liow- 

B1«t, I fear I sbolild bavte been wroof; enough to have 

(Sgflredtbe con^spondenoe to be keptup,tHit that I have 

been 111 this fbitti^bt> and»of comae^lazy, ainloot in su 

, wrilidg mood. 

FM, w to M|«. BMnf ; aB.Ftokl you before^jnf 
tdk fMi.theftattie agalOi ihttt upon your recommc^oda- 
tioa, i shall be very glad taisorve her, d maj^h I never 
#ldwe her; and.a&l Jiad sol yOnr letter tiU I wentr 
fiom TtHiWidge, she passed' immarked by »e in the 
ikW^; JoHnr f^t^ I tnet ll4th hersfaioe. She writ to me- 
ti»pi«ml;**^<^spQeikiatoAeBiike ao^ Bnehcssof Dor-. 
IK. 1 ai«ireied hek- letter, «bd obeyed ^her eomnaods.. 
And as to her own, I shall meat wUfi^giy snbacribB;: 
though I am of the qpinioD^iM ladies aie jioiapt to be 
4Sood p<ietB^']n|)Obh%^if'we>ateiBtaqpatt; is by 

,wfty of krviolliB!e4^ett^ between yoii and mie. So mucbn 
J^r ibh letter^ Novr to yoiix laak, <^)|iifi^e,^for which it 

0^8 i am'to ^ye ^4m.^Ssaiaitu^%3^^^ 
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[f commands. Well, I do so ; bacause this gets a proof, 
t aflec so many year's aequaiotance, there is one that 
I take my word; which is a certain sign that I haye 
ofteo broke it. Tberefbre, behold the cooMquence 
liii: f haT€ given my word taihe Didke of Dorset, 
t you would not so posicirely affirm this Isct eoll^ 
nii^ Me. Fox, without knowing the certain troths 
t (herieia no dec^ 10' thps declaration of trust. And 
ugh it has been reccunmended to lAtOt aa yen say, he 
^er did give any answer to it, nor designed it, till he 
ifully satisfied of the tmth; and ei^enthen, Ihelieviv 
tild not have determined to have done it, hecaase it 
10 easy way of securing a place forever to a fiimily; 
I were this to be an example, be it so many pence or 
nany pounds, ilsr the future tliey would: be inherit>^ 
les. ^ 

k> DOW, not to show my power with his grace (it^ 
;e of his dependants, who may cast theic eyes on it)v 
that I dare aflirm there never will be need of where- 
ice or good nature b necessary ;:■ but to- show you his 
tendance on your honour and integrity, he gives me 
ve to tell you, it shall certainty be done ; nor does^ 
; at ali oblige you to give the thanks you seem so de» 
Nia to g^ve; for at ai^ tima, wbensoev^ you have 
' tMisineas, service, or request to makf^to his grace ofi 
QKt (whether my proper bUsineai or not) till you two. 
ibetier acquainted with one aoother's merits, I>ahall^ 
aeiy glad to show how sineerely I am 

Xouf friend . and. faitbftil humble servant* 

EL OEABlAIIQ^w. 
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TO MRS. WHITEWAY. 

Dec. 28, 1730; 

You might gifvt a better reason for restoring mjiit 
¥ook, that it was not wortli keeping. I thought \$y thr 
superscription that your letter wa& written by -a Mail ; 
for 7pu have neither the scrawl nor the spelling of jour 
lex. You live safar off!, and I believe are so seldon 
V at home, and I am so ill a visiter, that it i» no wonder we 
meet so seldom: but if you knew what I say of you4e 
others^ you would believe it was not want of iocliniatibn^ 
I mean wha\ I say of you as I knew yon foimerly ^ 
ior as to what you are now, I know but little. I 
give yoa the good wishes of the season ; and> am, witk. 
true esteem and aflfection, yours, i&c. 

J. SWIFT. 



TO LADY SANTRY. 

xildam, 1730, atadm^^ebtre.^ 

My reason for waiting on you^ some time ago, was ^ 
grounded on the esteem I always had for you;, which 
eontinued still the same, although I. had hardly the leaat 
aequaiotance with your lord, nor was at aU denrous to 
cultivate it, because I did not- at all appn ve of his cob- 
duct. In two or three di^-aftei: I saw^ you atSIr Comp- 
ton Domville'^ house, all my acquaintance told me how 
Aill the town was of the visit I had made you ; and of 
Uie cruel treatment you. received from me, with relation 
to your 8on.i I will nai beUeve. your ladyship was sp^ 
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ireak as to spread th*8 complaint yourself: but I lay 
it wholly to those two young woroea who were thea 
in the saofe room, I suppose as visiters. But, if you 
were really discontented, and thought to publish joux 
.discontent in aggravating wwds, I must cut off at least 
nine-tenths of the friendship I had for you, and lisl 
you In the herd of Irish ladies, whose titles, or those 
of their husbands, with me, never have the weight of a 
feather, or the value of a pebble. I imagined you had 
so much sense as to understand, that all I said was 
intended for the service both of you and your son. 
I have often spokea much more severely to persons of 
much higher quality than your son, and in a king- 
dom where to be a lord is of importance ; and I have 
received hearty thanks, as well as found amendment* 
One thing I shall observe, upon your account, which 
is, never to throw away any more advice upon any 
Irish lord, or his mother; because I thought you would 
be one. of the last to deceive me. 

I called four times at the house where you lodge, and 
you tVere always denied, by which, I suppose, you 
would have me think you are angry; whereas I an^ 
the person who ought to complain, because all I had: 
said to you proceeded from friendship, and a desire, 
•f reforming your son. But that desire is now utterl]^; 
It aa end 



TO LORD CHESTERFIELD. 

trr LORD, Jan* 5, 1730-31. 

I &ET¥^N your lordship ray most humble thanks for 
r tlie honour and favour of your letter ; and desk^ ^^ara^ 
r Mitica t^ b^ieve^ that, in, ifxiUi^ \» ^^u ^ ^rkss^' 
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tine, I bare no design of giving you a seeond ti 
ble. My only end at preseiit isy to beg your pan 
for a fault of ignorance. I ought to have remeafc 
ad, that the arts of courts ace like those of pli 
where, if the most expert be i^Mont for a few. noB< 
the whole system is so changed^ that he has no m 
•kill thaa a new beginner. Yei I camiot but wi 
that your lordship had pleased to forgive one, i 
has been an utter strangee to^publSe life above sisti 
yeaw. Bus^ Rabutin himseM^ the politest persou 
Ills age, when he was recalled to court afler a k 
baaisbment, appeared ridiculous there :. and what coi 
I expect, from, my antiquated manner of address 
your k>rd^ip, in the prime of your life, in the height 
fevtiioe,. fevour, and merit; so dktkiguished by your 
tive spirS^ and greatness of your genius ? I do here 
|ieat to your kNfdsMp, that I lay the feult of my misD 
4iiet entirdy on a friend^ whom I exceedingly love a 
esteeuH whom I dare not name, and who is as bad a em 
tier by nature, as I am grown by want of practice. Q 
ferbid that your lord^p. should continue in an eropk 
ment, however great and honourable, where yon only c 
be an ornaraent^ to the court so long^ until you bane 
opportunity to provide offices for a. dozen low peo| 
lUie the poor man whom. I took the liberty to mentio 
and God forbid, that in one particular branch of t 
king's family, there should ever be such a mortality, 
to take away a dozen of Ins meaner servants in less th 
a dozen years. 

Give me^ leave, in iarther excuse of my weakness, 
confess, that beside some hints from my friends, your lot 
ship is in great measuse (o blame for your obliging mi 
ner of treating mo kkovery pla«se where I had the bono 
iaae^yoai which I lickBowMga to have beea frd 
^i^eiho tk9it I bad 0n^ thle.kaEi* fnreUnfi^V^^ ^ar^ ti«e 
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qiieDtl7 ae little to grouikl up6o it the request of a fs^ 
Tnur. 

iifl I am an utter stranger to die present forms of tli6 
vofid, I have imagined more than ooce^ that your lord- 
ihip*8 proceeding wi^i me may be a refioement iotro^ 
duced by jourself: and thal^^ a? in my time the ipost 
Mfiemn and frequent promises of great men usually fail- 
ed, against all probable appes^'anoes, so that single slight 
tne of your knrdship may^ by your generous nature, earii. 
if succeed agalpst aU visible inapossibilities. 

laov^. 



FROM WILLIAM PULTENEY, Es«w 

9IAR SIR, Lmdon^ Fd^. ^ 1 730-3 K 

Among the many compliments I have received from 
my friends op the birth of iQy son, I assure you none 
gave me greater pleasure than the kind letter you ho- 
noured me with on the occasion. When you were last 
in England, your stay was so short, that I scarce had 
time, and very few opportunities^ to convince you bow 
ffeat a -desire I had to bear some share of your esteem ; 
birt, should you return this summer, I hope you will coati- 
oue longer among us. Lord Bolingbroke, Lord Bathurst, 
Pope, myaelfv and others of your friends, are gottogether 
ki a country neighbourhood, which would be much enli- 
vened, if you would come and live among us. Mrs, FuK 
teney joins with me in the invitation, and is much obliged 
to you for remembering her. She bid me tell you, that she 
is determined to have no more children, unless you will 
promise to come over and christen the next You see hov 
inich my happiness, in many respects, depends upoq your 
pmnise. I bave always desired Pe^ i(bfta to irnftat^v^ 
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you, to remember oiy tbmpVimtnis; midi ean 
with the greatest truth/ though you have much older a^ 
qiiaiDtaucets that you have not io Eoghiod a friend that 
loyea and honours you more than I do, or can be with 
i;reater sincerity than I am, 

Tour roost humble and obedient servants 

W. PULTENEY. 

P.S. Ifanyrfoucpam[^ilet8(with which we abound) ar^ 
ever sent orer to Ireland, and you think them worth 
reading, you will perceive how low they are reduced in 
point of ailment on one side of the question. Tliishas 
driven certain people to that last resort ofcaHing namei. 
Villain, traitor, seditious rasical, and such ingenious ap- 
pellations, have frequently been bestowed on a eoapk 
of friends of yours. Such usage has made it necessary 
to return the same polite language ; and there has been 
more Billingsgate stuff uttered from the press witMa 
these two months,'*'' than ever was known before.' Upon 
this Dr. Arbuthnot has written a very humoroin trea- 
tise,! which he showed roe this moruiag; wherein he 
fOPoves from many learned instances, that thb sort of 
altercation is ancient, elegant, and classical ; . and that 
what the world falsefy imagines to be polite,' is truly 
goth&c and barbarous. He shows how the gods and 
goddesses used one i^notber; dog^ bitch, and whore, 
were pretty comroon expressions aroopg thefl»:^ kings, 
heroes, ambassadors, and orators abused one another 
much in the same way ; and he concludes, that it is a 

* Among the pamphlets published within that period was Lord 
Vxrweya Sedition and Defomation displayed, in a Letter to the an- 
. Ijidr of the Craftsman,, published in January, 173tl. B. 

t Probably that published in the Miscellaneous Works of the late 
Dr. Arbuthnot, at Glasgow, rol. I. p. 40. The title of the piece is, 
^* A 'brief Accoont of Mr. John Ginglicurs Treatise concerning the 
^IJlercstioo or Seolding of the Ancients." B. 
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pitj this method of objurgation should be lost. Hi» 
quotatioos from Homer, Demosthenes, ^schioes, and 
TuUj* are admirable, and the whole is very luimbrous- 
ly conducted. I take it for granted, he will send it 
jou himself, as soon as it is printed. 



FROM LADY ELIZABETH GERMAN. 

Feb. 23, 173031. 

Now were you in vast hopes you should hear no more 
from me, I being slow in my motions : but do not flatter 
yourself; you began the correspondence, set my pen a 
going, and God knows when it will end ; for I had it by 
inheritance from my father, ever to please myself when I 
could ; and though I do not just take the turn my mo- 
ther did of fasting and praying; yet to be sure that was 
her pleasure too, or else she would not have been so gree- 
dy of it.' I do not care to delivcir your messages this great 
while to Lieutenant Head, he having been dead thes^e' 
two years. And though he had, as ydu say, a bead, (^ 
loved him very well, but, however, from my dame Wad- 
garbs'^ first impression, have ever had a natural antipa- 
thy to spirits. 

I have not acquaintance enough with Mr. Pope, 

which I am sorry for, and expect you should come to 
England, in order to improve it. If it was the queen, 
and not the Duke of Grafton; that pickeA out such a lau- 
reat,t she deserves his poeti7. in her praises, 

Your friend Mrs. Barber has been^ here. I find she 
has some request ; but neither you nor she has yet let it 



^ The deaf housekeeper at liord Berkeley^Sa £1^ 
t Colly Cibber. H. . 
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out to me what It is: for certaioly yoaeanoot mean Qial 
Iqr nibaeriblBg to her book ; if 80, 1 ihall be inifhtj. hi^ 
fj to have jroa call that ,a favour; for surely there n 
aotUng 80 easy as what ooa can dDone'ssaelf, nor any 
thing 80 heavy as what one must ask other pec^le fof } 
though I do not mean by this, that I shaU ever be uu- 
villing, when you require it; yet shall be much happier, 
when it is in my own power, to show, how BiDcerely I 
am my old friend's moit fdthful humble servant, 

E. GERMAIN. 

r 

Mnk Lloyd is much youis; but dumber than ever; 
having a violent cold. 



FROM MR. OAT. 

'^ March 20ynZ0'Zh 

« 

I THiVK it is above three months since J wrote ta 
you, io partnership with the duchess. About a fort* 
aight since I wrote to you firom Twickenham, for Mn 
Pope and myself. He was then disabled from wriU% 
by a severe rheumatic pain in his arm ; but is pretty 
well ft^in, and at popesent in town. . Lord Oxford^. 
Lord Bathurst, he, and I, dined together yesterday at 
Bame's, with old Jacob Tonson, whei'e we drank youif 
health. I am again, by the advice of physldana, 
grown a moderate wine drinker, after an abstinence of 
above two years ; and now look upon myself as qualified 
for society as before. 

I formerly sent you a state of the accounts betweea 

U8« Lord fiaitbuist has thir day pmd me your paindpal 

and interest. The interest amounted to twelve pounds^ 

and I want your directious how to dispose of the princH' 

/ya4 wbkh most lie dead, iSX I roceive your orders, i 
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td aacheaae of filing; two loUety tickets ibr you, aud 
eepiug your principal eotire^ 4Dd ai all vny good 
Hrtuoe is to coine, to show you that I consult your ad< 
■ntage, I will buy two more for myself and you and I 
rill go halves in the tea thousand pounds. That there 
rill be a lottery is certain : the scheme is not yet de-> 
lared, but I hear it witl not be the most advantageous 
»De ; for we are to have but three pounds per c^U 

I solicit for no court favours, bo that I propose to buy 
he tickets at the market prlce^ when they come out, 
irhich will not be these two or three months. If you 
io not like to have your money thus disposed of; or 
if you like to trust to your own fortune rather than to 
iharc in mine, let me hare your orders; and at the same 
Ime, tell me what I shall do with the principal sum. 

I came to tow^ the 7th of January last, with tiie duke 
and duchess, about business, for a fortnight. As 4t de- 
[icnded upon others^ we could not get it done till now* 
iVext week we return to Amesbury, in Wiltshire, for 
Ibe rest of the year ; but the l>est way is always to direct 
tome at the duke's, in Burlington gardens, nearPicca- 
(iil^, I am ordered by the duchess to grow rich in the 
inanoer of Sir John Cutler. I have nothisg, at this pre- 
sent writii^, but my frock that was made at Salisbury, 
and a bob periwig. I persuade myself that it is shilling 
weather as seldom as possible ; and have found out) that 
there are few court visits that are worth a shilling. la 
short, I am very happy in my present independency. I 
envy no man, but have the due contempt of voluntary 
slaves of birth and fortune. I have such a spite against 
you, that I wish you may long for my cotnpany, as I do 
finr yours. Though you never write to me, you cannot 
waHkA me forget you; so that :f it is < ut oi' friendt^bip you 
write so seldom to me, it doe not answer the \;us^q«&. 
^AiQse whoyaa llkt should rememb%x j^m^ d^Q v)^\^\v- 
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ever I see them. I believe thej do it upon tbeir oi{ii 
account ; for I know few people who are solichous to 
please or flatter mc. The duchess sends you her com* 
pliments, and so would many more, if they knew of my 
writing to you. 



FROM THE SAME. 

DXARsiR, ' April 1} J 1131. 

The fortune of the person you interest yourself in 
amounts to at present (all debts paid) about three thou^ 
sand four hundred pounds ; so that, whatever other peo- 
ple think, I look upon him, as to fortune, to be happy ; 
that is to say, an independent creature. I have been in 
expectation, post after post, to have received youTdirec- 
tions about the disposal of your money, which Lord 
Bathurst paid into my hands some time ago. I left thaft 
sum, with 2001. of my own, in Mr. Hoare's hands, at 
my coming out of town. If I hear nothing from you, I 
shall do with it, as I do with my own. I made you a 
proposal about purchasing lottery tickets in partoersfaip 
with myself; that is to say, four tickets between us^ 
This can be done with the overplus, with the interest 
money I have received ; but in tliis I will do nothing 
till I hear from you. 

I am now got to my residence at Amesbury, getting 
health and saving money. Since I have got over the 
impediment to a writer, of water drinking, if I can per- 
raade myself that I have any wit, and find I have in- 
clination, I iHtend to write; though, as yet, I liave 
another impediment : for I have not provided myself 
with St scheme. Ten to one but I shall have a propen- 
sftf to write against vice, and w\io ^^uU^WVonv in \bk\i 
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mj offend ? But, an author should consult his genius, 
rather than his interest^ if he cannot reconcile them. 
Just before I left London, I made a visit to Mrs. Bar- 
ber. I wish I could aoj iirise have contributed to her 
subscription* I have alway^s found myself of no conse- 
quence, and am now of less than ever ; but I have found 
out a way, in one respect, of making myself of more con- 
sequence, wliich is by conridering other people of less. 
Those who have given me up, I have given up ; and in 
short, I seek after no friendships, but am content with 
what I have in the house. And they have subscribed, 
SDd I proposed it before Jo. Taylor ; who,upon hearing 
she was a friend of yours, offered his subscription, and 
desired his compliments to you. I believe she has given 
jou an account .that she has some prospect of success 
from other recommendations to those I know ; and X 
have not been wanting upon ail occasions to put in my 
good word, which I fear avails but little. Two days 
ago I received a letter from Dr. Arbuthnot, which gave 
me but a bad accovint of Mr. Pope's health. I have 
irrit to \kim ; but have not heard from him since t carao 
into the country. If you knew the pleasure you gave 
me, you would keep your contract of writing more punc- 
tually; and especially you would have answered uy 
last letter, as it was about a money affair, and you have 
to do with a man of business. 

Your letter was more to the duchess than to me ; bo 
I now leave off, to offer her the paper. 

POSTSCRIPT BY THE DUCHESS. 

It was Mr. Gay^s fault that I did not write sooner; 
which if I had, I shoidd hope you would have been 
iiere by th^s time ; fnr I have to tell you, all your arti- 
<!lsB are agreed to; and that I only love luy ONtu^%:f 
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t»lieii I meet not with others whose vfBjs I fike faieHier. 
I am 10 great h«pe& that I sbali approve of jaiCun ; for, lo 
%eU jou dlie ttuih, I am at present a little tired of my mnh 
I liave not a clear or (tistioct Toite, extept wheo I an 
^taigry ; but I am a very good nurse, when people do not 
(aney themselv^ sick! Mr. Gaj knows this ; and he 
knows too feow to ptay at b^clRganHDon. Whether the 
parson of the parish can, I know not ; but if he caoDot 
hold his toi^e, I can. Fray set oat the first fair wId^ 
lemd stay with as as long as ever you please. I canDst 
oame any fixed time that I iihall like to maiutaio ^-oaatii 
your ei)uipage^ but, if I do not happen toiike you, I 
know I can so far govern my temper, as iko endure ym 
for abdut five days. ' So come away Erectly ; at all 
hazards, you will be allowed a good breathing time. I 
shall make no sort of respectful coDclusions ; for tiU I 
know you, I cannot tell what I am to you. 

MR. GAY'S POSTSCRIPT. 

The direction is to the Duke of Queeosberry's, iti 
Burlington gardens, Piccadilly. Now I have (oM 
you tlus, you have no excuse from writing but ooe^ 
which is coming; get over your lawsuit, and receive 
your money. 

The duchess adds, '^ He shall not write a wdrd mt 
from Amesbury, in Wiltsiiire. Your groom wasfflfc- 
taken ; for the house is bvg enough, but tlie park is too 
little." 
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TO MR. GAY. 

Dublin, Aprins, 1731. 
ToiTB Bituatioo 18 aD odd one ; the duchess is jour 
reasurer, and Mr. Pope tells me jou are the duke's. 
And I had gone a good way in some verses on that oc- 
casion, prescribing lessons to direct your conduct, in a 
negative way, not to do so and so, &c like other trea- 
nirers; how to deal with servants, tenants, or neighbour- 
ing squires, which I take to be courtiers, parliaments, 
and princes in alliance, and so the parallel goes on, but 
grows too long to please me: I prove that poets are. the 
fittest persons to be treasurers and managers to great 
persons, from their virtue, and contempt of money, &c. 

Pray, why did you not get a new heel to your 

shoe ? unless you would make your court at St. James's 

by affecting to imitate the prince of Lilliput. But 

the rest of your letter being wholly taken up in a very 
bad character of the duchess, I shall say no more to you, 
but apply myself to her grace. 

MAJ)AM, 

Since Mr. Gay affirms that you love to have your 
own way, and since I have the same perfection, I li ill 
settle that matter immediately, to prevent those ill con- 
^quences he apprehends. Your grace shall have your 
own way, in all places except your own house, and the 
domains about it. There, and there only, I expect to 
have mine ; so that you have all the world to reign iu, 
bating only two or three hundred acres, and two or three 
houses in town or country. T will likewise, out of my 
special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, al- 
low you to be in the right against all human kind, except 

myself, and to be never in the wrong buX^Vv^T^^^^^^^x 
VOL. xriii, c 
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from me. You shall have a greater privilege in the thirc^ 
article of speaking your mind ; which I shall graciously 
allow you now and then to do even to myself, and only 
rebuke you when it does not please me. 

Madam, I am now got as far as your grace's letter, 
irliich having not read this fortnight (having been out of 
town, and not daring to trust myself with the carriage of 
it) the presumptuous manner in which you begin had 
slipped out of my memory. But I forgive you to the 
seventeenth line, where you begin to banish me for ever, 
by demanding me to answer alb the good character some 
partial friends have giveu me. Madam, I have lived 
sixteen years in Ireland, with only an intermission of 
two summers in England ; and, consequently, am fifty 
years older than I was at the queen's death, and &(ij 
thousand times duller, and fifty million times more 
peevish, perverse, and morose ; so that under these dis- 
advantages I can only pretend to excel all your other 
acquaintance about some twenty bars length. Pray, 
madam, have you a clear voice ? and will you let me 
sit at your left hand, at least within three of you; for of 
two bad ears, my right is tlie best ? My groom telli 
me that he likes your park, but your house is too little. 
Can the parson of the parish play at backgammon, and 
hold his tongue ? is any one of your women a good 
nurse, if I should fancy myself sick for four-a«d-twenty 
iiours ? how many days will you maintain me and my 
equipage ? When these preliminaries are settled, I roust 
be very poor, very sick, or dead, or to the last degree 
unfortunate, if I do not attend you at Amesbury. FaSj 
I profes?, you arc tl)e first lady that ever I desired to 
see, since the fii-st of August 1714,* and I have forgot 

* The day on which Queen Anne died, when all bis hopes of more 
i^nferm^at wore lost. N. 
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he date "when that desire grew slroog upou mc, but I 
:dow I was not then in Eugland, else I would have 
[ooe on foot for that happiness as far as to ;four house 
D Scotland. But I cau soon recollect the time, by ask- 
Dg some ladies here the month, the daj, and the hour 
A'hen I began to endure their company ; which, howe- 
ver, I think was a sign of my ill judgment, for I do not 
perceive they mend in any thing but envying or admi- 
ing your grace. I dislike nothing in your letter but 
m affected apology for bad writing, bad spelling, and 
I bad pen; which you pretend Mr. Gay found fault 
vith; wherein you affront Mr. Gay, you affront me» 
md you affront yourself. False spelling is only excu- 
>able io a chambermaid, for I would not pardon it in 
my of your waiting women. Pray God preserve your 
prace and family, and give me leave to expect that you 
irill be so just to remember me among those wtio have 
he greatest regard for virtue, goodness, prudence, cou- 
iige and generosity; after which you roust conclude 
hat I am, with the greatest respect and gratitude, raa- 
iam, your grace's most obedient and most humble ser- 
rant, &c. 

TO MR. GAY. 

rhave just got yours of February 24, with a postscript 
ty Mr. Pope. I am in great concern for him ; I find 
tfr. Pope dictated to you the first part, and with great 
lifficulty some days after addod the rest. I see his 
weakness by his hand-writing. How much does his 
Ulosophy exceed mine ? I could not bear to sec him : 
will write to him soon. 
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FROM LORD BATHURST. 

Afnil 19, 1731. 

I NEVER designed to have written to jou any more, 
because you bantered and abused me so grossly in your 
last. To flatter a man from whom you can get nothing, 
nor expect any tiling, is doing mischief for mischief sake, 
and consequently highly immoral. However, I will 
not carry my resentments so far, as to stand by and see 
you undone, without giving you both notice and advice. 
Could any man but you think of trusting John Gay widi 
his money ? None of his friends would ever trust him 
widi his own whenever they could avoid it. He has 
called in the 200/. I had of yours : I paid him both 
principal and interest. I suppose by this time be has 
lost it. I give you notice, you must look upon it as 
annihilated. 

Now, as I have considered, your deanery brings you 
in little or nothing, and that you keep servants and hor- 
ses, and frequently give little neat dinners, which are 
more e^^peosive than a few splendid entertainments ; be- 
side which, you may be said to water your flock with 
French wine, which altogether must consume your sub- 
stance in a little while; I have thought of putting you 
in a method that you may retrieve your affairs. In the 
fii-st place, you must turn oiT all your servants, and sell 
your horses; I will fii.-l exercise for you. Your whole 
family must consist of only one sound wholesome wencb. 
She will make your bed, and warm it; beside washing 
your linen, and mending it, darning your stockings,^. 
But to save all expense in housekeeping, you must con- 
trive some way or other, that she should have milk ; and 
/ can Bssj^xe you, it is the opinion of some of the best 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 63 

pbjdciaos, that women's milk is the vrholesomest food ia 
the world. 

Besides, this regimen, take it altogether, will certain- 
ly temper and cool your blood. You will not be such a 
houtrfeuy as you have been ; and be ready, upon every 
trifling occasion, to set a whole kingdom in a flame. 
Had the drapicr been a milksop, poor Wood had not 
Buflered so much in his reputation and fortune. It will 
allay that fervour of blood, and quiet that hurry of spi- 
rits, which breaks out eveiy now and then into poetry, 
and seems to communicate itself to others of the chapter. 
Tou would not then encourage Delany and Stopford in 
their idleness, but let them be as grave as most of their 
order are with us. I am convinced they will sooner 
get preferment then, than in the way they now are. 
And I shall not be out of hopes of seeing you a bishop 
in time ; when you live in that regular way, which I 
shall propose. In short, in a few years, you may lay 
up money enough to buy even the bishopric of Dur- 
ham. For, if you keep cows instead of horses, in that 
high walled orchard, and cultivate by your own indus- 
try a few potatoes in your garden, the maid will live 
well, and be able to sell more butter and cheese than 
will answer her wages. You may preach then upon 
temperance with a better grace, than now, that you are 
known to consume seven or eight hogsheads of wine 
everj year of your life. You will be mild and meek in 
your conversation, and notTrighten parliament-men, and 
keep even lord lieutenants in awe. You will then be 
qualified for that slavery, which the country you live in, 
and the order you profess, seem to be designed for. It 
will take off that giddiness in your head, which has dis- 
turbed yourself and others. The disputes between Sh: 
Arthur^ and my lady, will for the future be confined to 

* Sir Arthur .4cAe900, at whose seat, In 9l \VWai^<& c?i!^«W\«^utV 



M LETTERS TO AND FROM 

proee ; and an old thorn may be cut down in peace, and 
warm the parlour chimney, without heating the heads of 
,poor innocent people, and turning their brains. 

You ought to remember what St.' Austin sajs, Poesk 
est vinum decnunmm. Consider the life you now lead: 
■you warm all that come near you Mith your wine and 
conversation ; and the rest of the world, witll your pea 
flipped deep in St. Austin's vinum damomtm. 

So far for your souFs health. Now, as to the health 
•f your body : I must inform you, that part of what I 
prescribe to yon, is the same which our great friar Ba- 
^n presciibed to the pope who lived in his days. Read 
bis Cure of old age, and Preservation of youth, chapteif 
the 12Ui« You used to say, that you found benefit from 
riding. The French, an ingeuioos people, used the word 
chevaucheTi instead of monter d cheval^ and they look 
upon it as the same thing in effect. 

Nwr, if jw will go 00 iiftw this, ia your ntcl vaY% 
and ruin your health, your fortune, and your reputation, 
it is DO fault of mine. I have pointed out the road 
which will lead you to riches and preferment; and that 
you may have no excuse from entering into this new 
course of life, upon pretence of doubting whether you 
ipan get a person properly qualified to feed you, and 
compose your new family, J will recommend you to 
John Gay, who is much better qualified to bring iQr 
crease from a woman, than from a sum of money. But 
if he should be lazy, (and he is so fat, that there is some 
reason to doubt him) I will without fail supply you my-f 
self, that you may be under no disappointments. Brac^ 

hiU in Ireland, the dean sometiipes made a long visit. The dispiHe 
betireen Sir Arthur and my lady, here alluded to, is whether Hamil- 
ton's bawn should be turned into a barrack, or a malt-house ? The 
Old Thorn, is that cut down at Market-hill, the subject of a I^ttl^- 
ffo^of written by Swifi;, 3ee Vol. Xk H. 
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ton says, Cm^uncHo maris etfosmnce est jure naiura:. 
Yidc Coke upon lAttletoo. Calvb's case, Ist vol. Re- 
ports. 

This I send you from my closet at Richkings,* where 
I am at leisure to attend serious afTairs; but when one 
is in town, (here are so many things to laugh at, that it 
19 very difficult to compose one's thoughts, even long 
enough to write a letter of advice to a fHend. If I see 
any man serious in that crowd, I look upon him for a 
very dull or designing fellow. By the by, I am of opi- 
nion, that folly and cunning are nearer allied than peo- 
ple are aware of. If a fool runs out his fortune, and is 
andooe, we say, the poor man has been outwitted. .Is it 
not as reasonable to say of a cunning rascal, who has lived 
miserably, and died hated and despised, to leave a great 
fortune behind him, (hat he has outwitted himself.^ In 
short, to be serious aibout those trifles, which the majori- 
iy of mankind think of consequence, seems to me to de- 
note folly; and to trifle with those things which they 
generally treat ludicrously, may denote knavery. I 
have observed that in comedy, the best actor plays the 
part of the droll, while some scrub rogue is made the 
hero, or fine gentleman. So, in this farce of life ; wise . 
men pass their time in* mirth, while fools only are 
lerious. Adieu. Continue to be merry and wise ; but 
■ever turn serious or cunning. 



FROM MR. GAY. 

BBAR sifi, Jmesbufy, April 27, 1731. 

Tours without a date I received two days after my 
return to this place from London, where I stayed only 

« A jmt ofhU Jordihip'i, io Buck\^g)\BLTa^\ivx^. ^, 
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four days. I saw Mr. Pope, who is much better ; I 
dined with him at Lord Oxford's; who never fails 
drinking your health, and is always very inquisitive 
after every thing that concerns you. Mr. Pulteney had 
received your letter, and seemed very much pleased 
#ith it ; and I thought you very nmch too in the good 
graces of the lady. Sir William Wyndham, who you 
will by this time have heard has buried Lady Catharine, 
^as at Bawley in great aiQiction. Dr. Arbuthnot I 
found in good health and spirits. His neighbour Mr 
Lewu waseone to Bath. Mrs. Fatty Blount I saw two 
or three times ; who will be very much pleased when 
she knows you so kindly remember her. I am afraid 
Mrs. Howard will not be so well satisfied with the com- 
pliments you send her. I breakfasted twice with her at 
Mrs. Blount's, and she told me, that her indisposition 
had prevented her answerioja: your letter. This she de- 
inred me to tell you, that she would write to you soon ; 
and she desires you will accept of her compliments in 
the mean time by me. You should consider circurostan* 
ces before you censure. It will be too long for a letter 
to make her apolog}' ; but when I see you, I shall con- 
vince you that you mistake her.* This day, befors I 
left London, I gave orders for buying two South-sea or 
India bonds for you, which carry 41, per cent, and are as 
easily turned into ready money as bank bills, which, by 
this time, I suppose is done. I shall go to London again 
for a few days in about a fortnight or three weeks, and 
then I will take care of the twelve pound affair with 
Mrs. Launcelot, as you direct; or, if I hear of Mr. Pope's 
being in town, I will do it sooner, by a letter to him. 
When I was in town (after a bashful fit, for having writ 



* See Lady Betty Germain's letters of Noir. 7, 1732; and Feb. t. 
1732-3. H. 
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•omethiDg like a love letter, and io two years making 
oore visit,) I writ to Mrs. Dreliocourt, to apologise for 
my behaviour, and received a civil answer, but had not 
time to see her ; they are naturally very civil ; so that 
I am not so sanguine to interpret tliis as any encour- 
agement. I find by Mrs. Barber, that she very much 
interests herself in her afTair ; and indeed, from every 
body who knows her, she answers the character you first 
gave me. 

Whenever yoii come to England, if you will put 
that confidence ib me to give me notice, I will meet yom 
at your landing place, and conduct you hither. Yois 
have experience of me as a traveller ; and I promise you, 
1 will not drop yoii on the road for any visit whatever.. 
Tou tell me of tlianks that I have not given. I do not 
know what to say to people who will be perpetually lay- 
ing one tinder obligations : my behaviour to you shall 
convince you that I am very sensible of them, though I 
never once mention them. I look- upon you as my best 
friend and counsellor. I long for t^e time when we 
shall meet and converse together. I will draw you into 
no great company, beside those I live with. In &hort, 
if you insist upon it, I will give up all great company 
for yours. These are conditions that lean hardly think 
you will insist upon, after your declarations to the 
duchess, who is more and more impatient to see you : and, 
all my fear is, that yoa will give up me for her, which, 
after my ungallant declaration, would be veiy ungene- 
rous. But we will settle this matter together when you 
come to Amesbury. After all, I find I have been say- 
ing nothing : for, speaking of her, I am talking as if I 
were in my own power. YoCi used to blame me for 
over solicitude about myself. I am no!£ grown so rich, 
Aat 'I do not think myself worth thinking on ; so that I 
wall promise jmi never to mentiou myi^M) Qt iSk^^^'Ck^** 
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fairs ; but joa owed it all to the inquisitlTenees of joat 
friendship; and tea to one but you will every now and 
then draw me in to talk of myself again. I sent yoa 
a gross state of my fortune already. I have not room to 
draw it out in particulars. When you come oyer, the 
duchess will state it to you. I have left no room for her 
to write, so that I will say nothing till my letter ifr 
gone ; but she would not forgive roe, if I did not send b^ 
c'iMnplimeats. 



TO VENTOSO. 

«IR, April 2S^ 1731* 

- Tour letter has lain by me, without acknowledging ft/ 
longer than I intended ; not for want of civility, but be- 
cause I was wholly at a loss what to say : for, as your 
scheme of thinking, conversing, and living, differs in 
•very point diarfietrically from mine, so T think myself 
Ihe most improper person in the world to converse Gt 
correspond wiih you. You would be glad to be thought 
a proud man, ai)d yet there is not a grain of pride io 
you : for, you are pleased that people should know yOu 
have been acquainted with persons of great names and 
titles, whereby you confess, that you take it for an Ikk 
Bonr; which a proud man never does: and besides, you 
nin the hazard of not being believed. Yon went abroad^ 
and strove to engage yourself in a desperate cause, very 
much to the damage of your f6rtune, and might have 
been to the danger of your life, if there had not been, 
as it were, a combinatioD of some, who would not give 
credit to the account you gave of your transactions; and 
tfotiien, whOf either really, or pretending to believe you, 
Bbvc giveo yoa out San daagiecouB ^t«iq!ei\ ^l ^\&si^ 
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last noCiOD I once hinted sonething to jou : because, if 
What JOU lepeated of yourself were true, it was necessa- 
Tj that yoo had either made jour peace, or must have 
been prosecuted for high treason. The reputation (if 
there be anj) of having been acquainted with princes, 
and otber great persons, arises fiX)m its being generallj 
known to others, but never once mentioned bj ourselves, 
if it can possiblj be avoided. I say this perfectly for 
your service ; because a universal opinion', among tliose 
who know or have heard of you, that you have ahrays 
practised a direct contrary proceeding, has done you 
more hurt than your natural understandiug, left to itself, 
could ever have brought upon you. The world will 
never allow any man that character which he gives (a 
himself, bj openly confessing it to those with whom lie 
oonvei-ses. Wit, learning, valour, gieat acquaintance, 
the esteem of good men, will be known, allhotigh we 
ihould endeavour to conceal tiiem, hoirever they may 
pass unrewarded : but, I doubt, our own bare assertions, 
upon any of those points, will very Utile avail, except ia 
tempting the hearers to judge directly contrary to what ^ 
we advaucev Therefore, at this season of your life, I 
sboul.l be glad you would act after the comnioii custom 
of mankind, and have done with thc^ughls of courts, of 
ladies, of lords, of politics, and all dreams of being im- 
portant in the world. I am glad your country tife has 
taught you Latin, of which you were altogether ignorant 
wheo I knew you first ; and I am astonished how yeu '^ 
casie to recover it. Your new friend Horace will teach 
you many lessons agreeable to what I have said, for , 
which I could refer to a dozen passages in a lew roinutes.% 
I should be glad to see ihe house wholl} swept of these, 
cobwebs; and that you would take an oath, never to 
mentioo a prince or princess, a fureign ot v!iOt[k%.A\<cV^^^ 
-miati^e 4^Btate or of love ; but wol ^ooiXttbMV^^^ 

c3 
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climate and company irhere jour prudence will be i\> 
pan the rest of your life. It is not a farthiog matter to 
you what is doiug^ ia Europe, more than to every alder- 
man who reads the news in a coffee-house. If you could 
resolve to act thus, your understanding is good enough 
to qualify you for any conversation in this kingdom. 
Families will receive you without fear or restraint; nor 
watch to hear you talk in the grand style, laugh when 
you are gone, and tell it to all their acquaintance. It is^ 
a happiness that thb quality may, by a man of sense, be 
as easily shaken off as it is acquired, especially when 
he has no proper claim to it : for you were not bred to 
be a man of business ; you never were called, to aof 
employments at courts; but destined to be a private geo- 
tleroan, to entertain yourself with country business and 
country acquaintance; or, atbest^ with books of amuse- 
ment in your own language. It is an uncontrolled truth, 
that no man ever made an ill figure who understood hit 
own talents, nor a good one who mistook them» 

lam, &G. 



FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

Junes, 1731. 

I FANCT you have comforted yourself a long time 
with the hopes of hearing no more from roe ; but you 
vay return your thanks to a downright fit of the gout in 
my foot, and as painful a rheumatism that followed im» 
mediately after in my arm, which bound me to my good 
behaviour. So you may perceive I should make a sad 
nurse to Mr. Pope, who finds the effects of age and ft , 
crazj carcass ahready. However, if it is true what i 
Mm iaformedf that you are conox^ W^ ^d^tv, \ css^^v. 
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fcm should bring us together; and if he will bear me 
>rith patience^ I shall hear him with pleasure. 

I do not know what number of chaplains the Duke of 
Dorset intends to carry over ; but as yet, I have heard 
of but one that he hsis sent, and he as worthy, honest, 
sensible a man as any I know, Mr. Brandreth, who, I 
■ believe, was recommended to your acquaintance. I have 
not been in a way of seeing Mrs. Barber this great while f 
but I hear (and I hope it is so) that she gees en in her 
subscription very well ; nor has the lady she so much, 
feared done her any harm, if she endeavoured it, which, 
is more than I know that she did. I believ« you will 
find by my writing, that it is not quite easy to me, so I 
will neither tease you, nor trouble myself longer, wbo« 
. am^^most sincerely your faithful humble servant, 

£. GERMAIK. 



A COUNTERFEIT LETTER TO THE 

dUEEN.* 

MADAME Dubliriy. June 22y 1731. 

I HAVB had the honour to tell your majesty, on ano^ 
ther occasion, that provinces labour under one mighty 
misfortune, which is, in a great measure, the cause of all 
the rest ; and that is, that they are for the most part far 
removed from the prince's eye; and, of consequence, 
from the influence both of his wisdom and goodness. 
This is the case of Ii'eland beyond expression ! 

• Thug endorsed by Dr. Swift : ** Counterfeit letter from me to the 
Queeo, sent to me by Mr. Pope ; dated June 22, 1731 ; received Julj 
19, 1731; given by thf countess of Suffolk." See a letter from tbe 
coQBten^ dated iSept^ 2^, 1731. JH. 
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There is not one mortal here, vho ii not well satisfieif 
of your majesty's good iotentioD» to all your people : and 
yet your subjects of this isle are so far from shariog the 
cfflTects of your good dispositions, in atiy equitable de- 
gree ; are >o far from enjoying all the good to which 
they are entitled frotn your majesty's most gracious in- 
elinations, that they often finfl great difficulty how to 
enjoy even the relief of complaint. 

To omit a thousand other instances, there is one per- 
son of Irish birth, eminent for genius and merit of many 
kinds, an lionour to her country, and to her sex : I will 
be bold to say, not less so in her sphere than your ma- 
jesty in yours. And yet all talents and virtues have not 
yet been able to influence any one person about your 
majesty, so far as to introduce her into your least notice. 
As I atn your majesty's most dutiful and loyal mfbjecU 
it is a debt I owe your majesty to acquaint you, that 
Mrs. Barlter, the best female poet of this or perhaps of 
any age, is now in your majesty's capital ; known to Lady 
Hertford, Lady Torrington, Lady Walpole, &c. a woman 
whose genius is honoured by every man of genius in this 
kingdom, and either honoured or envied by every man 
of genius in England. 

Your majesty is justly reverenced for those great 
abilities with which God hath blessed you ; for your re- 
gard to learning, and your zeal for true religion. Com-' 
pletc your character, by your regard to persons of geni- 
us ; especially those, who make tlie greatness of their ta- 
lents, after your majesty's example, subservient to the 
good of mankind and the glory of God ; which is most 
remarkably Mrs. Barber's case and character. 

Give me leave to tell you, madam, that every subject 
of understanding and virtue, throughout your dominioni^ 
h appoiated by Providence of your counclL And tJtm, 
madam, is aa opea and an hoUQ^l a^c\og^ \^t ^&a& Vxooe^ 
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Me ; or, Co speak tuore properlj, for this dutifal iolbr- 
fiiatioD. It is your tnie interest, that aill jour subjects 
Aould see that merit is regarded by you in ode instance ; 
or rathen that it is not disregarded in any instance. Let 
them daily bless God for every gift of wisdom and good- 
ness bestowed upon you, and pray incessantly for the 
hm^ coDthiuanee of them ; as doth 
Your majesty's 

most dutiful and 

loyal subject and servant, 

JONATH. SWIFT, 



TO MR, GAY. 

Dublin, June 29, 173K 

EvsR since I received your letter, I have been upofi 
t balance about going to England, and landing at Bris- 
tol, t6 pass a month at Amesbury, as tlie duchess has 
given nie leave. But many difficulties have interfered : 
first, I thought I had done with my lawsuit, and so did 
tU my lawyers, but my adversary, after betog in appear- 
ance a protestant these twenty years, has declared he 
was always a papist, and consequently by the law here^ 
iannot buy nor (I think) sell ; so that I am at sea again, 
for ainfost all I am worth. But I have still a worse 
evil ; for the giddiness I was subject to^ instead of coni> 
ing seldom and violent, now constantly attends me more 
«r less, though in a more peaceable manner, yet such as 
will not qualify me to live among the young and healr 
diy : and the duchess, in all her youth, spirit, and gran- 
ds, will make a very ill nurse; and.h^ women not 
mueh better. Valetudinarians mu«l \\ve ^Vi^x^ ^^ft?) 
wi ebmmaad, aod scold \ I musl ViV7^\M»reeikV(^ "^^^ ' 
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must go k> bed aod rise wheo I please^ and live whei& 
all mortals are subBervieot to me. J must talk Doqseoier 
If hen I please, aod all who are present must commend 
it I must lide thrice a week, and walk three or four 
miles besides, every daj^ 

I always told you Mr. was good for nothing 

but to be a rank courtier.. I care not whether he eY& 
writes to me or no. He and you may tell this to the 
duchess, and I hate to see you so charitable, and such a 
cully ; and yet I bve you for it, because I am one mj* 
self. 

Tou are the silliest lover in Christendom : if you like 

Mrs. , why do you not command her to take 

you? if she does not, she is not worth pursuing ; you do 
ker too much honour ; she has neither sense nor taste, if 
she dares to refuse you, though she had ten thousand 
pounds. I do not remember to have told you of thanks 
that you have not given, nor do I understand your 
meaning, and I am sure I had never the least thoughts 
of any myself. If I am your friend, it is for my own 
reputation, and from a principle of self-love ; and I do 
sometimes reproach you for not honouring me by letting 
the world know we are friends. 

I see very well how matters go with the duchess in re-^ 
gard to me. I heard her say,* " Mr. Gay, fill your 
letter lo the dean, that there may be no room for me ; the 
. frolick is gone far enough : I have writ thrice, I will do 
no more; if the man has a mind to come, let him come; 
. what a clutter is here ? positively, I will not write a syl- 
lable more." She is an ungrateful duchess consideriflg 

* There Uexquisite humour and pleasantry in the affected bluntn^tt 

of tilts letter, and the elegant compliments paid under the appearaafle 

of rudeness. VoHure has nothing more delicate. WaUer's to Sacba- 

JUA8B OD her marriage, is in the same strain, and is a master piece of 

panegyric under the appearaknc« q( edtue. !>%« ^ KKts»^ 
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low niBDy adorers I have procured her here, over and 
iboTe the thousands she had before. I cannot allow 70U 
ich etiDugh till you are yfonh seven thousand pounds, 
rbich "will bring jou three hundred per annum, and this 
Fill maintain jovti ivith the perquisite of spungiog while 
^ou are young, and when you are old will afford you a 
lint of port at night, two servants, and an old maid, a 
ittle garden, and pen and ink — provided you live in 
he country. Have you no scheme either in verse or 
>rose ? The duchess should keep you at hard meat, and 
)y tliat means force ^ou to write ; and so I hare doie 
Jfith you. 

MADAM, 

Since I began to grow old, I have found all ladies be* 
come inconstant, writhout any reproach from their con- 
science. If I wait on you, I declare that one of your 
women (which ^ver it is that has designs upon a chap- 
lain) must be my nurse, if I happen to be sick or peev- 
Idi at your house ! and in that case you must suspend 
jour domineering claim till I recover. Your omitting 
the usual appendix to Mr. Gay's letters has done me iu- 
fioite mischief here ; for while you continued them, you 
would wonder how civil the ladies here were to me, and 
how much they have altered since. I dare not confess 
that I have descended so low as to write to your grace, 
after the abominable neglect you have been guilty of; 
for if they but suspected it, I should lose them all. One 
of them, who had but an inklin of the matter (your grace 
will hardly believe it) refused to beg my pardon upon 
her knees, for once neglecting to make my rice-milk. 
Pray, consider this, and do your duty, or dread the con- 
sequence. I promise you shall have your will six mi- 
nutes every hour at Amesbury, and seven in London, 
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while I am in health : but if I happen to he sick, I moil 
gi0vern to a second. Yet properly speaking, there is m 
man alive with so much truth and respect your graoeV 
most obedient and devoted servant. 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF QUEENSBERRY 

AND MR. GAY. 

THE DUCHESS. 

July, 18, 1731. 

You are my dear friend, I am sure, for you are hard 
to be fouud : that you u-e so, is certainly owing to some 
•vil genius. For, if you say true, this is the very pro- 
perest place yon can repair to. There is not a head 
bere upon any of our shoulders, that is not, at soroetimefl^ 
worse than yours can possibly be at the worst ; and iMt 
one to compare with yours when at best, except yoUl 
friends are your sworn liars. So in one respect at leas^ 
you will find things just as they could be wished. It b 
farther necessary to assure you, that the duchess ii 
neither healthy nor young ; she lives in all the spiiiti 
8h<^ can ; and whh as little grandeur as she can possibly. 
She too, as well as you, can iscold, and command ; bnt 
she can be silent, and obey, if she pleases ; and thep for 
a good nurse, it is out of dispute, that she must prove aa 
excellent one, who has been so experienced in the io* 
•fimrities of others, and of her own. As for talking ooih 
tense, provided yoa do it on purpose, she has no objeo- 
tioR : there is some sense in nonsense, when it does not 
come by chance. In short, I am very sure, that she 
haa set her heart upon seeing you at this place. Here 
9re wpme^ enou|;h to attend you« \f yoia «bould ha^^ 
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lat to approve of hev. She has not ooe fine ladj be- 
oo^g to her, or her house. She is impatient to be 
<9^enied, and is cheerfully determined, that you shall 
luietly enjoy your own will and pleasure as long as 
jver you please. 

MR. GAY. 

Tou shall ride, you shall walk, and she will be glad 
:o follow your example : and this will be doing good at 
the same time to her and yourself. I had not heard 
Brom you so long, that I was in fears about you, and in 
Ihe utmost impatience for a letter. I had flattered my- 
self, your lawsuit was at an end, and that your own mo- 
ney was in your own pocket; and about a month ago, I was 
every day expecting a summons to Bristol. Tour mo- 
ney h either getting or losing something ; for I bare 
placed it in the funds. For I am grown so much a man 
Qi liusilfiess, ihat is io say, s6 Covetous, iiiat i c&fltioi o6St 
to let a sum of money lie idle. Your friend Mrs. How* 
ard is now Countess of Suffolk. I am still so much a 
dupe, that I think you mistake her. Come to Ames* 
bury, and you and I will dispute this matter; and the 
duchess shall be judge. But I fancy you will object 
against her; for I will be so fair to you, as to own, that 
I think she is of my side : but, in sJiort, you shall choose 
any impartial referee you please. I have heard from 
her; Mr. Pope has seen her; I beg you would suspend 
foiur judgment till we talk over this affair together; for, 
I fancy, by your letter, you have neither heard from 
her, or seen her; so that you cannot at present be as 
|eod a judge as we are. I will be a dupe for you at 
lay time; therefore I beg it of you, that you would let 
me be a dupe in quiet. 

As you have had several attacks of the giddiness, yon 
It present eomplaia of^ aod thai it ba^ tomt^\^\^^^^>4.> 
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I will hope, that at this instant you are perfectly weii 
though my fears were so very great, before I receive 
your letter, that I may probably flatter myself, and thio 
you better than you are. As to my being a manag< 
for the duke, you have been misinformed. Upon tli 
discharge of an unjust steward, he took the administr! 
tion into his own hands. I own I was called in to h 
assistance, when the state of affairs was in the greate 
confusion. Like an ancient Roman, I came, put m 
helping hand to set affairs right, and as soon as it w( 
done, I am retired again as a private man. 

THE DUCHESS. 

What you imagined you heard her say, was a goo 
deal in her style : it was a thousand to one she had sii 
so ; but I must do her the justice to say, that she did oc 
either in thought or word. I am sure she wants to \ 
better acquainted with you; for which she has foui 
out ten thousand reasons, that we will tell you, if yc 
will come. 

MR. GAY. 

By your letter, I cannot guess whether we are like! 
to see you or not. Why might not the Amesbury dowi 
make you better ? 

THE DUCHESS. 

DEAR SIR, 

Mr. Gay tells me, I must write upon his line for fe 
of taking up too much room. It was his fault that 
omitted my duty in his last letter, for he never told i 
one word of writing to you, till he had sent away 1 
letter. However, as a mark of my great humility, 
shall be ready and glad to ask your pardon upon n 
iaees, as soon as ever you coove*^ though uot iu fau 
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'. OWD this is a little mean spirited ; which I hope will 
lot make a bad impression, considering you are the oc- 
»iion. I submit to all your conditions; so pray, come ; 
or I have not only promised myself, but Mr. Gay also, 
hb satisfaction to hear you talk as much nonsense as you 
can possibly utter. 

MR. GAY. 

Yocr will read in the Gazette of a friend of yours, 
^ho has lately had the dignity of being disgraced :^ for 
he, and every body, except five or six, look upon it in 
the same light. I know, were you here, you would 
coogratulate him upon it. I paid the twelve pounds to 
Mrs. Launcelot, for the uses you directed. I have no 
Bcheme at present, either to raise my fame or fortune. 
I daily reproach myself for my idleness. You know 
one cannot write when one will. I think and reject: 
one day or other, perhaps, I may think on something 
that may engage me to write. You and I are alike in 
one particular, I wish to be so in many ; I mean, that 
ire hate to write upon other folks' hints. I love to have 
my own scheme, and to treat it in my own way. Tins, 
perhaps, may be taking too much upon myself, and I 
may make a bad choice ; but I can always enter into a 
scheme of my own with more ease and pleasure, than 
into that of any other body. I long to see you ; I long 
to hear from you ; I wish you health ; I wish yo& hap- 
piness ; and I should be very happy myself to be witness 
that you enjoyed my wishes. 

• William Pultency, Esq. who, July, 1731, was, by order of King, 
George II. struck out of the list of the privy council, and put out f 
all the commisMons of the peace. B. 
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TO MR, POPE. 

JJBARSIR, J%20, 17S1. 

I WRIT you a loDji; letter not maoj days ago, vbkk 
therefore did not arrive until after jour last that I re* 
ceived yesterday, with the enclosed from ine to the 
queen. You hinted something of this in a former letter: 
I irill tell you sincerely how the affair stands. I nerer 
was at Mrs. Barber's house in my life, except once that 
I chanced to pass by her shop, was desired to walk iUi 
and went no farther, nor staid three minutes. Dr. De- 
lany has been long her protector; and he, being mauy 
years my acquaintance, desired my good offices for her, 
and brought her several times to the deane y. I knew 
she was poetically given, and, for a woman, had a sort 
of genius that way. She appeared very modest and 
pious, and I believe was sincere ; and wholly turned to 
poetry. I did conceive her journey to England wasoo 
the score of her trade, being a woollen draper, until Dr. 
Delany said, she had a design of printing her poems by 
subscription, and desired I would befriend her : which I 
did, chiefly by your means ; the doctor still urging me 
ou ; upon whose request I writ to her two or three timesi 
because she .thought that my countenancing her might 
be of use. Lord Carteret very much befriended her, and 
she seems to have made her way not ill. As for those three 
letters you mention, supposed all to be written by me to 
the queen, on Mrs. Barber's account, especially the let- 
ter which bears my name ; I can only say, that the ap- 
prehensions one may be apt to have of a friend's doing a 
foolish thing, is an elfect of khidness : and God knoirs 
who is free from playing tlie fool some time or other. But 
in such a degree as to Avrite to the queen, wlio has used 
we HI without any cause, aud lo ^t\\.^ ia «uch a 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 7? 

nanuer as the letter you sent me, and in such a style, 
and to have so much zeal for one almost a stranger, and 
to make such a description of a woman as to prefer her 
before all mankind ; and to instance it as one of the 
giceatest grievances of Ireland, that her majesty has not 
encouraged Mrs. Barber, a woollen draper's wife de- 
clined in the world, because she has a knack at vcrsi- 
l^og ; was to suppose, or fear, a foUy so transcendent, 
that no man could be guilty of, who was not fit for Bed- 
lam. You know the letter you sent enclosed is not my 
hand ; and why I should disguise, and yet sign my 
name, should seem unaccountable : especially when I 
.am taught, and have reason to believe, that I am under 
iib& queen's displeasure on many accounts, and one very 
lite^ for having fixed up a stone over the burning place 
of the Duke of Schomberg, in my cathedral : which, 
however, I was assured by a worthy person who solicit- 
jed that affair last summer with some relations of the 
duke, '* That her majesty, on hearing the matter, said 
they ought to erect a monument.'' Yet I am told as- 
furedly, that the king not long ago, on the representa- 
tion and complaint of the Prussian envoy (with a hard 
oame) who has ftiarried a grand-daughter of the duke, 
nid publicly in the drawing-room, '' That I had put up 
that stone out of malice, to raise a quariel between his 
majesty and the king of Prussia." This perhaps may 
be false, because it is absurd : for I thought it was a 
irhiggish acti= n to honour Duke Schomberg, who was 
so instrumental in the revolution, and was stadtholder of 
Prussia, and otherwise in the sei-vice of that electorate, 
which is now a kingdom. You will observe the letter 
sent me concluded, " Yuur majesty's loyal subject ;'* 
which is absolutely absurd ; for we arc only subjects to 
the king, and so is her majesty herself. I have had the 
happines to be known to you above Iweuly y^vt^v^"^^ 
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I appeal, whether you have koowo me to exceed tbe 
cotomoD lodiscretioDS of marikiod ; or that, when I con- 
ceived myself to have been so very ill used by her ma- 
jesty, whom I never attended but on her own commander 
I should turn solicitor to her for Mrs. Barber? If the 
queen had not an inclination to think ill of me. she 
knows me too well to believe in her own heart that I 
should be such a coxcomb. I am pushed on by that 
unjust suspicion to give up so much of my discretion, is 
to write next post to my Lady Suffolk on this occasioo, 
and to desire she will show what I write to the queea; 
although I have as much reason to complain of her as of 
lier majesty, upon the score of her pride and negligenoe^ 
"which make her fitter to be an Irish lady than an EqgliA 
one. You told me, *' she complained that I did not writ! 
to her ;" when I did, upon your advice, and a letter that 
required an answer, she wanted the civility to acquit her 
self. I shall not be less in the favour of God, or the estees 
of my friends, for either of their majesties^ hard thougbU» 
"which they only take up from misrepresentations. Tbe 
first time I saw the queen, I took occasion, upon the sub- 
ject of Mr. Gay, to complain of that very treatment 
"which innocent persons receive from princes and great 
ministers, that they too easily receive bad impresdooa^ 
and although they are demonstrably .convinced that 
those impressions had no grounds, yet they nvill never 
shake them off*. This I said upon Sir Robert Walpolei 
treatment of Mr. Gay about a libel ; and the queen fefl 
entirely in with me, yet now falls into the same error. 
As to the letterf **%**********#* of acci* 
dents, and out of perfect commiseration, Sic. 

t Here the paper is accidentally torn. There seem to be wantiiis 
riglit smtill quarto lines, which conclude with those few words OQ the 
back of the page which follow the asterisks. H. 
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TO THE COUNTESS OF SUFFOLK, 

MADAM, Jufy24, 1731. 

I GIVE you joy of your new title, and of the conse- 
quences it may have, or hath had, on your rising at 
eonrt, vhereof I know nothing but by common fame . 
for, you remember how I prophesied of your beha- 
viour, when you should come to be a great lady, at the 
time I drew your character ; and hope you have kept 
it I writ to you some time ago, by the advice of Mr. 
Pope : I writ to you civilly ; but you did not answer 
ny letter, although you were not then a countess ; and 
if jou were, your neglect was so much the worse \ for, 
your title has not increased your value with me ; and 
your conduct must be very good, if it will not lessen 
you. 19'either should you have heard from me now, if 
% were not on a particular occasion. I find, from scve- 
nil instances, that I am tinder the queen's displeasure ; 
ifld as it is usual among princes, without any manner 
«f reason. I am told, there were three letters sent to 
her majesty in relation to one Mrs. Barber, who is now 
h London, and soliciting for a subscription to her poems. 
It seems the queen thinks that these letters were written 
ky me ; and I scorn to defend myself even to her majes- 
ty, grounding my scorn upon the opinion I had of her 
jmtice, her taste, and good sense ; especially, when the 
last of those letters, whereof I have just received the 
drfgioal from Mr. Pope,"^ was signed with my name: 
and why I should disguise my hand, which you know 
very well, and yet write my name, is both ridiculous 
lod unaccountable. Last post I wrote my whole sen*' 

• See before, June 22, 1731 ; and see hercaftcf, Sept 25, 1731. ^, 

Toi*. XVIII. V' 
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t imeutB on the matter to Mr. Pope ; who tells me, 

YOU and he viiulicated rac on all the three let 

which iudeed, was but bare justice ia you both, 

18 my old friend, and you are in my debt on acco 

the esteem I had for you. J desire you would a 

queen, '' Whether, since the time I had the honou 

known to her, I ever did one single action, or sa 

single word, to disobl^e her;'' I sever asked 1 

any thing : and you well know, that when I had 

tention to go to France, about Uie time that the lal 

died, I desired your opinion (not as you were a co 

whetlier I should go or not ; and that you ab 

]y forbid mc, as a thing that would look disaflfecte 

for other reasons, wherein I confess I was your d 

well as somebody's else ; and, for want of that jo 

I fell sick, and was forced to return hither to my 

vied home. I hear the queen has blamed me f 

ting a stone, with a Latin inscription, over the E 

Schomberg's burying place in my cathedral ; and t 

king said publicly, " I had done it in malice, to c: 

quarrel between him and the king of Prussia.'' 

the public prints, as well as the thing itself, will vu 

me : and the hand tlie duke had in the revolutioi 

him deserve the best monument. Neither cou 

king of Prussia justly take it ill, who must neec 

heard that the duke was in the service of Prussi 

stadtholder of it, as I have seen in his titles. T 

time I saw the queen, I talked to her largely u| 

conduct of piinces and great ministers ; it was on 

ticular occasion : '' Tilat when they receive an 

ccnint of any person, although they afterward hi 

greatest demonstration of the falsehood, yet, wi 

never be reconciled :" and although the queen 

with me upon the hardship of i^ch a proceedir 

now she treats me ex^cUy inVVie s^m^ icv«xvw^\. 
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faalte eoough, but oever was guiKy of mf cither to hef 
hiajesty or to you ; and as little to the king, whom I 
never saw, but when I had thfe honour to kiss his hand. 
I am seosifole that I owe a gi%at deal of this usage id 
Sir Robert Walpole ; whom yet I never offended, al- 
though he was pleased to quarrel with me very unjustly : 
for which, I showed not the least resentment (whatever 
I might have in my heart) nor was fever a partaker 
with those who hate been battling with him for some 
years past. I am contented thAt the queen should see 
thfe letter ; and would please to consider how seveVe & 
censure it is to believe I should write three to her, otily 
to find fault with her ministry, and recommend Mrs. Bar- 
ber: whom I never knew until she was recommended to 
me by a worthy friend, to help her to subscribers, which 
by her writings I thought she deserved. Her majesty 
gave me leave, and even commanded me, above five 
years ago, if I lived until she was queen, to write to her 

00 behalf of Ireland : for the miseries of this kingdom 
she appeared then to be much concerned. I desired 
the friend who introduced me to be a witness of her ma- 
jesty's promise. Yet that liberty I never took, although 

1 bad too many occasions; and is it not wonderful, that 
I should be suspected of writing to her in such a style, 
in such a counterfeit hand, and my name subscribed, 
Qpon a perfect trifle, at the same time that I well knew 
myself to be very much out of her majesty's good graces ? 
1 am, perhaps, not so very much awed with majesty as 
•thers; having known courts more or less from my early 
youth. And I have more than once told the queen, 
•• That I did not regard her station half so much as the 
good understanding I heard and found to be iu her i^' 
neither did I ever once see the late king, although her 
majesty was pleased to chide me on that account^ for my 
BiTigiilarjtjr. la this I am a good v^Wj, Vs^ \jKwJt\:ei,« \^. 
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sufficient to be a dutiful subject, without auj persood 
regard for princes, farther than as their virtues deserve ^ 
and upon that score, had a most particular respect for 
the queen, your mistress. One who asks nothing majr 
talk with freedom ; and that is my case. I have o^ 
said half that was in my heart, but I will have dooe : 
and remembering that you are a countess, will borrow 
so much ceremony as to remain, with great respect, 
Madam, 

Your ladyship's most obedient 
and most humble servant 



FROM LORD BOLmOBROKE. 

August % 1731. 
1 ^M indebted to you, my reverend Dean, for a let- 
ter of a very old date : the expectation of seeing yoa 
from week to week, which our friend Gay made me eD» 
tertain, hindered me from writing to you a good while ; 
and I have since deferred it by waiting an opportunity 
of sending my letter by a safe hand. That opportuni- 
tj presents itself at last, and Mr. Echlin will put th|8 
letter into your hands. You will hear from him, and 
from others, of the general state of things in this country, 
into which I retui'ned, and where I am confined for my 
sins. If I entertained the notion, which by the way I 
believe to be much older than popeiy, or even than 
Christianity, of making up an account with Heaven, and 
demanding the balance in bliss, or paying it by. good 
works and sufferings of my own, and by the merits and 
sufferings of others, I should imagine that I had expiated 
all the faults of my life, one way or other, since my re- 
ivm into Ei^land. One of tl\e ciioumstances of mj 
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afiniatioD, wMcb has- afflicted me tiKyst and winch afRicts 
fee still flo, is the absolute loutiHty I am of to those 
whom I ^oakl be the best pleased to serve. Success in 
serrliDg 107 friends would make me amends for the want 
<tf St iu disserving my enemies. It is -intolerable to want 
it Id both, and jet botli go together generally. 

I ba?e had two or three projects on foot for making 
snefa an establishment here as might tempt you to quit 
Ireland. One of them would have succee led, and 
would have been agreable iu every respect, if engage- 
toent8.to my lady's kinsman (who did not, I suppose, 
desenrc to be -your clerk) had not prevented it. An- 
other of them cannot take place, without the con- 
sent of those, who would rather have you a dean in 
Ireland, tb^n a parish priest in England ; and who a]*e 
glad to kee{) you where your sincere friend, my late 
Lord Osdbvd, sent you. A third was wholly in our 
power ; but when I inquii-ed exactly into the value, 
I found it less than I had believed ; the distance from 
these parts was great ; and beside all this, an unexpect- 
tA and groundless dispute about the nght of presentation 
(but still such a dispute as the law must determine) had 
aiisen. You will please to believe, that I mention these 
things for no other reason than to show you, how much 
those fKends defeerve you should make them a visit at 
least, who are so desirous to settle you among tlicm. I 
hope their (endeavours wiy not be always unsuccessful. 

'I received, some time ago, a letter frc-oi Dr. Delnny ; 
and very lately Mr. Pope sent me some sheets, wjiich 
seem to contain the substance of two sermons of that 
gentleman's. The philosophia prima is above my reach, 
and especially when it attempts to prove, that God has 
dene, or does so and bo, by attempting to prove, that do* 
lag so wild 00 98 essential to his attributes, or neces&^rY ^ 
to his dcsfgB; and that the not do\ng «> ^t\^ ^ti^ ^wcSA 
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be iDCODsistent with the former, or repugnant to the M^ 
ter. I coiitent myself to cooteinplate what I am sure h( 
has done, and to adore him for it in humble rilence. I 
can demonstrate, that every cavil, whkh has been fanni^ 
against the great system of the world, physical and moral, 
from the days of Democritus and Epicurus to this day, 
is absurd ; but I dare not prooouoee why things are 
made as they are, state the ends of infinite wisdom, and 
show the proportion of the meansi.* 

Dr, Delany, in his letter to me, mentioned someer- 
tors, in the aitical parts of learning, which he hoped be 
had corrected, by showing the mistakesi particularly of 
Sir John Aiarsham, on whose authority those errors 
were built. Whether I can be of use to him even in this 
part, I know not ; for, having fixed my opinion long 
Ago coQcerDing all ancient history and chronology, by a 
careful examination into the first principles of |hem, I 
have ever since laid that study totally aside. I confess 
in the letter I writ lately to the doctor, notwithstanding 
nvy great respect for Sir John Marsham, that bis aath(^ 
(ity is often precarious, because he leans often on other 
authorities, which are so. But to you I will confesss 
a little more : I think, nay, I know, that there is no 
possibility of making any system of that kind, without 
doing the same thing ; and that the defect is in the sub- 
ject, not in the writer. I have read the writing^ of 
some who differ fi-om him; and of others who updertod( 
particularly to^reiute him. /t seems plain to me, that 

* Yet tbis appe&rs to have freen the atteippt of Mr. Pope, in his 
^ E89Ky on Man,** in whieh be professes to have adopted Lord Bo- 
^ngbroke^i principles, 

" Thou wert my gu\de, philosopher, and friend i*' 

and irhich Lord BoUngbroke, in a subsequent part of this letter, say*^ 
Vas undertaken at his instigation ; approving at the same time of Ua 
fifft tlwee books, which he had se^ %iid cx»is\dexed^ Vk 
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this was the case. All the materials of ^is sort of leara- 
mg are disjointed and broken. Time has contributed 
to render them so, and the unfaithfulness of those who 
have transmitted them down to us, particularly of that 
vile fellow Eusebius,"*^ has done even more than time it- 
self. Bj throwing these fragments into a different or- 
der, bj arbitrary interpretations (and it is often impossi- 
ble to make any others) }n short, by a few plausible 
guesses for the coooexion and application of them, a man 
may, with tolerable ingenuity, prove almost any thing 
by them. I tried formerly to prove, in a learned dis- 
sertation, by the same set of authorities, that (here had 
been four Assyrian monarchies ; that there had been but 
4liree ; that there had been but two ; that there fiad been 
but one ; and that there never had been any. I puz- 
myself, and a much abler man than myself, the friend 

whom I lent the manuscript, and who has, I believe, 
k^ it. In short, I am afraid that I shall not be very 
useful to Dr. Delany, in making remarks on the work 
be is about. His communication of this work may be 
useful, and I am sure it will be agreeable to me. If you 
and he are still in Ireland, pray give my best services to 
him ; but ^y no more than may' be proper of all I have 
writ to you. 

I know very well (he project you mean, and .about 
which yoQ say, that Pope and you have often teased 
me. I could convince you, as he is convinced, that a 
publication of any thing of that kind would have been 
wrong on many accounts, and would be so even now. 
Besides, call it pride if you will, I shall never make. 



* The learned bishop of Cssarea, io the fourth century, in his me- 
nioirB, published hy Joseph Scaliger, with notes, at Leyden, in 1606, 
folio, ajMl reprinted at Amflterdam, with great addifloss to the notes, 
ialOM. B. 
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cither to (he present age, or to posterity, any apbrogy f<f *°* 
the part I acted in the late queen's ieign.* fiut I vrir*^!^ 
apply mysell* very seriously (o the composition of juf* ^^ 
auci true relations of the events of thos^ times, in \vbi< 
Jboth T, and my friends, and my enemies, must fake tK! 
merit, or the blame, which an authentic and imparti 
deduction of facts will assign to us. I will endeavour^ 
write so ns ho man could write who had not been a paif^ 
ty in those transactions, and as few men would write whioi 
had been concerned in them. I believe I shall go bacfi, 
10 considering the political interests of the principal 
powers in Europe, as far as the I*yfeneaii treaty ; biit t 
ohall hot begin a thread of History titi the death ii 
Chai'les the second of Spain, and the accessioD of Qiie^ri |^ 
Anne to the throne of England. Nay, even from that }' 
ttitie HowDward, I shall render my relatioois more fulI,or 
pm tnOgrOy the word is father Paul's, just as I have, or 
bkve ridt, a ^tock of authentic materials. These sbtilt 
regulate my work, and I will neither indulge my own 
tabiiy, ndr other hien's curiosity, in gbiiig oiie step fair- 
ther thah they ctirry me. You tee, riiy diear Swift, tfill 
I bpeh a lai-^e Held to myself: with what sUece^ I ftHkil 
expatiate in it, I kuoW is tiltle as I khow iKrhetKet I 
shall live to go through so great a work ; but I will b^' 
gin ImAiiediaicly, ^fcid will ttiikc it bne prihcipAl busi- 
ness bf the r^^t of my life. This advantage, bt 
fe^t, I shall re'ap froth it, and a great advantage it wit] 
te, ihy atteiiluin will be divierled rroih tfie present sceiie. 
I sli'All grieve Itss iii those things Wliich I cadnot nieiid ; 

• This probably alludes to a tract callpd " Letters on the Spirit of 
Patriotism, &c.** of which Lord 6o]ii)gbroke permitted a few copies 
to betaken Ibr his part^cuUr friends, and yrhich ailerwards fouud its 
way into the world by Mr. Fcpe^s means. See Gent Mag. Vol. XJX. 

p. m. u. 
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.y^elmU dBgnify mj retteat: aod shall wiad up the la- 
jff^un of my life ki servkig (he cause of truth. 

You say, that you *coif Id easily show, by conparing 
letters for twenty years past, how the whole system 
my i^losdphy changes by the several gradations of 
I doubt it. As far as I am able to recollect, my 
^wty of {hinlLfDg has been iiniform enough for more than 
)^1irenty years. True it is, to my shame, that my way 
rtf'-af acting has not been always comformaUe to my way of 
d IKiflLing. My own passions, and the passions and iii* 
1^ *tciM8 of other men still more, have led me aside. I 
i iaoDched into the deep before I had loaded ballast 
i enough. If the ship did not sink, the cargo was thrown 
! ^reitoard. The storm itself threw me into port. My 
Mn opinion, my own desires would have kept me there 
I the opinion, tlie desires of others, sent me to sea again. 
t I did, and blamed myself for doiu«r, what others, and you 
among the rest, would have blamed me, if I had net 
:deae. I have paid more than I owed to party, and as 
Dmch at least as was due to friendsh][5. If I go off the 
stage of public life without paying all I owe to my ene- 
mies, and to the enemies of my country, I do assure you 
tlie bankruptcy is not fraudulent. 1 conceal none of my 
effects. 

Does Pope talk to you of the noble work, which, at 
my instigation, he has begun in such a manner, that he 
must be convinced, by this time, I judged better of his 
taftents than he did ? The first epistle, which considers 
man, and the habitation of man, relatively to the whole 
system of universal being. The second, which copsi- 
ders him in his own habitation, in himself, and relative 
ly to his particular system. And the tliird, which Qhows 
how— 



<i 



-A universal cau% 



Workt to one end, but works by t«t\Qwa^a^'«^.^'' 

X>2 
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How man, aod beast, and vegetable are linked in a ■)«> 
tual dependency, {>arts necessary to each oiber, and m- 
cessary to the wbole ; bow human aodetiefi were formed; 
jrom what spring true religion and true policy are deri- 
Ted; how God has made our greatest interest and our 
plainest duty indivisibly the same. These three epii* 
ties, I say, are itnished. The fourth he is now intent 
upon. It is a noble subject ; he pleads the cause of God, 
I use Seneca's expression, agaiust that famous charge 
which atheists in all ages have brought, the supposed 
.unequal dispensations of Providence ^ a diaige which I 
cannot heartily forgive your divines for admitting/ 
You admit it indeed for an extreme good purpose, and 
you build on this adnrission the necessity of a future 
state of rewards and punishments. Bfit what if you 

* To prove that the diispCBsations of ProTid^ace in- the pceseat state 
a^re not unequal, is ccrtainlj veiy desirable; but there is reasoo t& 
%ar, that those who blame divines for admitting an ioeqoalitjr, have 
not anccvded in the attempt The philosopher!^ both ancient aad 
lAodero , who have eudftavoured to justify the wajs of God to man, I7 
proving that happiness does not consist in externals, in order t* Aow 
that his dispensations are eqnal, have jet placed happiacis In virtdfc 
tJiiefl7t Mil priociple of active benevolence -. 

'* Happier as kinder in each due degree, 
** And heig^ht of bliss, but height of charity.** 

iV^v, there seems to be an inconsistency between these twc^principLei^ 
of which they are not aware. It may reasonably be asked, what vir- 
tue, as a principle- of aetirc benevolence^ has to bestow ? Can it be- 

. 4^ow upon others any thing more than externals? Knot, it either fail 
not the power of communicating happiness, or happiness is to be com- 
municated in externals. If it has not the power of commimicatiog 
happiness, it is indeed a mefe name; the subject receives notiiii^; 

. Ihe agent gives nothing. The bliss of charity is founded 00 a dda- 
sion ; on the false supposition of a benefit communicated by extemalii 
which extemals^ cannot commuaicate. If happiness can be communi- 
cated by externals, and consequently is dependent upon them, and 
tlicse externals are unequally distributed, how is the dispensation of 
Piovldeoce, with rwppct to happiness Ir. tup. prefiint state, equal ? ft 
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aiiouki find, that this future state will not account, io op- 
positioo to the atheist, for God's justice in the present 
flti^''^ which 70U gire up ? Would it not have been bet- 
ter to defend God's justice in tjiis world, agahist these 
daring men, bj irrefragable reasons, and to have restM 
the proof of the other point on revelation ? I do not like 
AiDcesBions made against demonstration, repair or supplj 
them how you will. The epistles I have mentioned will 
eompoee a first book; the plan of the second is settled. 
Tott will not understand hj what I have said, that Pope 
will go so deep into the argument, or carry it so far as I 
have hinted. You inquire so kindly afier my wife, that 
I must tell you something of her. She has fallen upon 
a remedy, invented by a surgeon abroad, and which has 
had great success in cases similar to hers. This remedy 
has visibly attacked the original cause of aU her com- 
plaints, and has abated, in some degree, by one gentle 
and uniform effect, all the grievous and various symp- 
toms. I hope, and surely with reason, that she will re- 
ceive still greater benefit from this method of cure, which 
she will resume as soon as the great heat is over. If she 
recovers, I shall not, for her sake, abstract myself from 
the world more than I do at present io this place. But 
if she should be taken from me, I should most certainly 
yield to that strong desire, which I have long had, of 
'secluding myself totally from the company and affairsx^f 
maakind ; of leaving the management, even of my pri- 
vate aflfairs, to others ; and of securing, by these means, 
for the rest of my life, an uninterrupted tenor of philoso- 
phical quiet. 

I suppose you have seen some of those volumes of 
scurrility, which have been thrown into the world against 

• • Tbat ii, will not reconcile the present unequal dispeasatioa V> 
^k divine jostice. H. 
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Mr. PultCTicy and myself, and the OraftBAiao, "wMA 
gave eccasioD to them. I tliiok, and it « the aense of 
ail my fiiends, that the person i^-ho pablfehcd the Finri 
Answer,* took a riglit tarn, in a -very nice and rcry pro- 
ruling circumstance. To ansarer "all the falsities, mb- 
rtfresematious, and blunders, whidi a tshib of such 
Koundrels, as Arnall, Coiicanen, and other penshmen of 
the -minister, crowd tt^tber, would have been equaffly 
tedious and ridiculous, and must have forced Severil 
things to be said, fiellher prudent, nor tiecent, nor pe^ 
baps strictly honourable to be said. To have explained 
some points, and to have stopped at ethers, would have 
given strength to tliat impertinent suggestion. Ouiit 
alone is silent in the day of inquiry. It was therefore 
right to open no part of the scene of the late queen^s 
reign, nor submit the passages of her administration, and 
the conduct of any of her ministers, to the examinatioD 
of so vile a tribunal. This was still the more right, be- 
cause, upon such points as relate to sut)8equen4 transac- 
tions, and as affect me singly, what the Crafhman had 
said, was justified unanswerably ; and what the reimfker 
had advanced, was proved to be infamously false. The 
effect of this paper has answered the design of it ; and 
which is not common, all sides agree, that the things said 
ought to have been said. The public writers seem tobie 
•getting back, from these personal altercations to nrathmal 
affairs, much against the grain of the minister's faction. 
What the effect of all this writing will be, I know not; 
but thb I know, tlrat when all tlie information which can 



* This pamphlet was written by Lord Bo}iagbr6ke, in hisowa vin- 
dication, 1731. It is entitled, ^ A Final Answer to the Remarks an 
the Craftsman^s Vindication of his two honourable patrons; and to all 
the libels which have come, or may come, from the same quarter, 
against' the persoa last Bawtiosed in the Craftsman (^22d of May J' 
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te given, is given ; when all tHe spirit which can be 
raised, is raised, it is to do purpose to write any more. 
tlFen joii men of this world have nothing else to do, but 
\o let the ship drive till she is cast away, or till the storhi 
]g over. For ihy own part, 1 am neither an owner, an 
edicer, iior a foremastman. I am but a passenger, said 
o 7 Lord Carbiiry. 

It h wcH for 70U I am got to the end of my paper ^ 
kr you niight else have a letter as long again from me. 
Ifyoii answer me by the post, remember, while you are 
writing, that yoii write by the post. Adieu, my reve* 
ffod friend* 



to ktL GAT AND THE fitCHfesS OP 
aUEENSi3EIitlY. 

Toil and the duchess use .me very ill, for t profess I 
cumot distinguish the style or the hand- writing of either. 
I think her grace writes more like you than herself; and 
that you write ihore like her grace than youi-self. t 
wokitd swear the beginning of your letter writ by th^ 
cluchesg, though it is to pass for youts ; because there is 
a cursed lie in it, that she is neither youn«: nor healthy, 
and btoides it perfectly resembles the part she owns. I 
will likewise swear, that what I must suppose is written 
fy the duchess, is your hand; and thus I am. puzzled 
fto'd jpefplexed between you, but I will go on in the inno- 
cehcy of my own heart, t am got eight miles from our 
ramoiiJB meiropotis, io a country parson's, to whom I lately 
gave a city living, such as an English chaplain would 
leap at. I retired hither for the public good, having 
two great works in temd : t)ne to TM\i<:e ^^ >k\k!A^ \^ 
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liteoess, wit, humour, and style of Eoglaod into a sba 

system, for the use^of all persons of quality, aod partia 

larly the maids of honour.^ The other is of aUmi 

equal importance; [ may call it the whole duty of sei 

yants, in about twenty several stations, from the stewar 

and waiting woman down to the scullion and paotr 

boy.f I believe no mortal had ever such fair invib 

Cions, as to be happy in the best company of Englan 

I wish I had liberty to print your letter with my ow 

comments upon it. There was a fellow in Ireland, vl 

from a shoeboy grew to be several times one of the cbi 

governors, wholly illiterate, and with hardly commc 

sense : a lord lieutenant told the first King George, tbi 

he was the greatest subject he had in both kingdomi 

and truly this character was gotten and preserved by b 

never appearing in England, which was the only wi 

<thing he ever did, except purchasing sixteen thousai 

pounds a year; why, you need not stare: it is easil 

applied : I must be absent, in order to preserve my cr 

dit with her grace. — Lo, here comes in the duchess aga 

^I know her by her d d's; but am a fool for disco verii 

Bij art) to defend herself against my conjecture of wh 

she said — Madam, I will imitate your grace and write 

you upon the same line. I own it is a base unromaql 

spirit in me, to suspend the honour of waiting at yo 

grace's feet, till I can finish a paltry lawsuit. It cc 

cems indeed almost all my whole fortune ; it is equal 

half Mr. Pope's, and two thirds of Mr. Gay's, and abo 

six weeks rent of your grace's. This cursed accide 

has drilled away the whole summer. But, madam, o 

derstand one thing, that I take all your u'onical civiliti 

in a literal sense, and whenever I have the honour to \ 

* Dialofaes of Polite Conversatioo, published in his lifetime. IT. 

BURTON. ^ 

/ Soe9wUt*aJ>inc^ota to Berv^tt, ia Vol. VIIK N-, 
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lad jou, shall expect theei to be literally performed : 
^hnigfi, perhapg, I shall find it hard to prove jour hand- 
writiDg in a court of justice ; but that will not be much 
fer your credit How miserably has your grace beeo 
mistaken in thinking to aVoid envy by runniog into 
esile, whei'e it haunts you more than ever it did even 
tt court f Ncn te.cmtas^ n<m regia domus m exiUum 
ndstmtnt^ sed tu ufrasque. So says Cicero (as youj: 
grace knows) or so he might have said. 

I am told that the Craftsman, in one of his papers, is 
dfended with the pufolishei's of (I suppose) the last edi- 
tion of the Dunciad; and I was asked whether you 
tod Mr. Pope were as good friends to the n^ew disgraced 
person as formerly ? This I knew nothing of, but sup* 
pose it was t)ie consequence of some mistake. As to 
vriting, I look on you just in the prime of life for it, the 
very season when judgment and invention draw toge* 
ther. But schemes are perfectly accidental ;^ some will 
appear barren of hints and matter, but prove to be fruit- 
fill ; and others the contrary : and what you say is past 
doubt, that every one can best find hiuts for himself; 
though it is possible that sometimes a friend may give 
joa a lucky one just suited to your own imagination. 
But all this is almost past with me : my invention and 
judgment are perpetually at fistycufis, till they have 
quite disabled each other; and the roeerest trifles I 
ever wrote, are serious philosophical lucubrations, in 
comparison to what I now busy myself about; as (to 
q)eak in the author's phrase) the world may one day 

• As were the subjects of the ** Lutrin," and ♦» Rape of the Lock,'^ 
»nd " The Dispensary." Dr. Wahton. 

f Hia hidicroiu prediction was, since his death, and very much {» 
^ia dishoooor, serionsly fQlfiUedt WARBvsTQtn 
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" iPROSi L^mr betty germain. 

Drayion, Sept. 7, 1731. 

To allow how strictly I obey your orders, I came fr^ 
die Duchess of Dorset's country hoU6e to my owft, 
where I have rid and walked as often as the weatbei 
permitted me. Kor am I very nice in that ; for, if yoa 
remembeir, I was not bred up very tenderly, nor a fiiie 
lady; for which I acknowledge myself exceedinxlf 
obliged to ray parents : for had I had that sort of educi* 
lion, I should not have been so easy and hajppy, as I 
thank God, I now am. As to the gout, indeed, I be- 
lieve I do derive it from my ancestors ; but I may foT' 
give even that, since it waited upon me no sooner ; and 
especially since I see my elder and two younger brothen 
80 terribly plagued with it ; so that I am now the oaif 
wine drinker in my family ; and upon my word, I VB 
not increased in that since you first knew me. 

I am sorry you are involved in la vi suits ; it is tk 
thing on earth I most fear. I wish you had met with as 
complaisant an adversary as 1 did ; for my Lord Peter* 
borow plagued Sir John^ all his lifetime ; but declared, 
if ever he gave the estate to me, he would have daoR 
with it ; and accordingly has kept his word, like so 
honourable man. I saw Mrs. Barber the day before I 
came out of town, and should be mighty glad to serve 
her ; but cannot say so much by hf r husband, whom, for 
her sake, I recomendcd to the Duke of Dorset to Ihij 
his liveries of. The first thing he did was to ask a 
greater price than any body else : and when we were 
it White^htkrdi, ■where I aUended their grates, he Was 

\ 

• Husband to Lady Belly QeimaVu. 13L. 
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d he liad not cloth enough io his shop, aoci he 
thej would not be ready against he came over. 
>e h) God I shall soon hear of their safe landing ;"* 
do not question the people of Ireland's li^ng 
J well as they deserve. I desire no better for 
for, if 70U do not spoil him there, which I think 

too good sense to let happen, he is the most 
, honest, good natuied, grjeat soi^led roan thai 
18 born. As to i^y duchess, she is so reserved, that 
I she may not be at first so much admired.; but, 
oowledge, I will defy any body upon earth, with 
udgment, and good nature, not only not ta admire 
t must love and esteem her as much as I do, and 
>Qe else, that is really acquainted with her. You 
im a little ; so, for his own sake, you must like 
nd till you are better acquainted with them both, 
you will like them for mine. Tour friend Bid- 
just the same as she was ; ]augl)8 sedately, and 
St joke slily. And I am, as I ever was, and hope 
shall be, your most sincere friend, and faiJLhful 

servant, 

E. GERMAIN. 



MR. GAY AND THE DUCHESS OF 
dUEENSBERRY. 

September 10, 1731. 

our ramble was on horseback, I am glad of it on 

t of your health ; but I know your arts of patch- 

a journey between stage coaches and friends' 

Duke and Duchess of Dorset. H. 
ly Floyd. H. 
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coaches : for you are as arrant a cockney as any hosiet 
in Cheapside. One clean slurt, with two cra?ats, 
and as many handkerchiefs, make up yoiir equipage ; 
aad as for nightgown, it is clear from Homer, that 
Agamemnon rose without one. I have often bad it 
in my head to put It into youi-s, that you ought to 
have some great work in scheme, which may take op 
seven years to finish, beside two or three under>0De% 
that may add another thousand pound to your stock ; 
and then I shall be in less pain about you# I kdmr 
you can find dinners, but you love twelvepenoy coadiQ 
too well, without considering that the interest of a whole 
thousand pouiids brings you but half a crown a day. I 
find a greater longing thsiti ever to come amonjg yea} 
and reason good, when I' am teased with dukes aod 
duchesses for a visit, all my demands complied witfa^ 
and all excuses cut off. You remember, " O hapj^ 
Don Quixote! queens held his horse, and duchesses 
pulled off his armour,^' or something to that purpose^ 
He was a mean spirited fellow ; I can say ten times 
more ; happy, &c. such a duchess was designed to at- 
tend him, and such a duke invited him to command his 
palace. Nam istos reges ceteros memarare ndo^ himd' 
mm mmdicahula : go jread your Plautus, and obserre 
Strobilus vapouring after he had found the pot of gold. 
I will have nothing to do with that lady : I have kxf 
hated her on your account, and the more, because yoa 
are so forgiving as not to hate her : however, she bis 
good qualities enough to make he^ esteemed ; but not one 
grain of feeling. J only wish she were a fool. I have 
been several months writing near five hundred lines od i 
pleasant subject, <>nly to tell what my friends and enemiet 
will say on me after I am dead.* 4 sliall finish it soon, for 

* This will be found in vol. xi. and was thought by Bishop WarboN 
ton to be amoog the best of SwiSCa poeT&a. ^ . 
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t add two lines every week, and blot out four, and alter 
eight. I4iave brqught in jou and my other jfriends, as 
well as enemies and detractors. Itis a great comfort to sec 
1m>w corruption and ill conduct are instrumental in unit- 
ing virtuous persons and lovei's of their country of all 
denominations : whig and tory, high and low church, as 
soon as they are left to tiiink freely, all joining in opi- 
nion. If thb be disaftection, pray God send me always 
among the disaffected ! and I lieailily wisli you joy of 
your acurvy treatment at court, which lias given you 
leisure to cultivate Isoth public and private virtue ; nei- 
ther of them likely to be soon met within the walls of 
St. Jameses or Westminster. But I must here dismiss 
you, that I may pay my acknowledgments to t4ie duke 
fbr the great honour he has done me. 

HT LORP, 

I could have sworn that my pride would be always 
aUe to preserve me from vanity ; of which I have been 
10 great danger to be guilty for some months past, 
first by the conduct of my lady duchess, and now by 
that of your grace, which had like to (inish the work : 
tnd I should have certainly gone about showing ray let- 
ten under the charge of secrecy to every blab of my 
acquaintance, if I could have the least Iiope of prevail- 
logon any of them to believe that a man in so obscure a 
eomer, quite thrown out of the present world, and with- 
ID a few steps of the next, should receive such conde- 
i^endiog invitations from two such persons, to whom he 
is an utter stranger, and who know no more of him than 
what they have heard by the partial representations of 
i friend. But in the mean time, I must desire your 
grace not to flatter yourself, that I waited for your con- 
sent to accept the invitation. J must be ignorant iude.e.^ 
' not to know, that fAe duchess, ever Awce -jcvx ^sv^V^Xi'Wi 
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beeu most politically employed in increasing those forcej^ 
and sharpening those arnis, with which she subdued you 
at first, and to which, the braver and the wiser you grov, 
you will more and more submit. Thus I knew myself 
00 the secure side, and it was a mere piece of ^(ood 
manners to insert that clause, of which you liave takqi 
the advantage. But as I cannot forbear iaformiog your 
grace that the duchess's great secret in her art of goyero- 
meut, has beeu to reduce both your wii^s into one; so I 
am -content, in due observance to the fprm? of the world 
to return my most humble thanks to your grace for so 
great a favour as you are pleased to oflfer .me, and. wtuch 
nothing but impossibilities shall prevent me from receijr- 
ing, since I am, with the greatest i-eason, triitl^ ^i^lf^ 
spcct, my lord, your gi*ace's most obedient, <&c. 

MADAM, 

J have consulted all the learned in occult sciences of 
my acquaintance, and have sat up eleven nights to ^ 
cover the meaning of those two hieroglyphi^al lines io 
your grace's hand at the bottom of the last ^m^buij 
letter, but all in vain. Only it is agreed, that ti|e |a^ 
guage is Coptick, aud a very profound Bel)iyi]8t,fu^pi|ra 
me, the style is poetic, containing an invitation fiom a 
very great person of the female sex, to a strange l^jod 
of man whom she never saw, and this is. all I can fiiid, 
which after so many former invitations, will eyer coQ^ 
me in that respect, wherewith J am, madam. 

Your grace's most obedient, Sif:. 
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FROM THE COUNTESS OF SUFFOLK * 

^IK^ Hampton Courts Sept 25, 1 731. 

Toe seem to thiuk that you bave a natural right to 

rtmse me, because I am a womaD, and a courtier. I 

kaye tak^a it as a woman and as a courtier ought with 

great reaeotment, and a determined resolution of revenge. 

The number of letters that have been sent, and thought 

hy many to be yours, (and thank God they ivere all sil- 

If ones) has been a fair field to execute it. Think of 

my joy to hear you suspected of folly ; think of my 

pleasare when I entered the list for your justification ! 

Ibdeed I was a little disconcerted to find Mr. Pope took 

the same side; for I would hare had the man "of wit, 

yie dignified divine, the Iiish draper, have found no 

friend bat the silly woman and the courtier. Could I 

have preserved myself alone in the list, I should not 

have despaired, that this monitor of princes, this Irish 

pUriot, this excellent man at speech and pen, should 

kave cloaed the scene under suspicion of having a vio- 

kot passion for Mrs. Barber; and Lady M or 

Hrs. Hay woodf have writ the progress t)f it. Now, to 
iiy mortification, I find every body inclined to think you 
had no hand in writing those letters; but I every day 
thank providence that tbere is an epitaph in St. Pa- 
trick^4 cathedral, that xnW be a lasting monument of 
your ioiprudence. I cherish this extremely ; for, say 

• Three letters, recommending Mrs. Barber, (the wife of a trades- 
nan 10 Ireland who had failed,) to the queen, in order to forward & 
subflcripUon for some poems, were forged in the Dean's name, and 
>nt to her majesty, (see p. '61.) The dean wrote an account of 
the fraud, and a justification of himself, to the Countess of Suffolk^ 
July 24r 1731, to which this is an answer. N. 

f Mrs. Haywood, a well known writer of scandal in novels. 7]^. 

t Op the Duke of Scbomberg. H. 

VOL. XVIII* E 
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what you can to justify it, I am convinced I shall as 
easily ai^uc the world into the belief of a courtier's 
- sincerity, as ydu (with all your wit and eloquence) will 
be able to convince mankind of the prudence of that 
action. ][ expect to hear if peace shall ensue, or war 
continue between us. If I know but little of the art of 
war, yet you see I do not want courage ; and that has 
made many an ignorant soldier fight successfully. Be- 
sides, I have a numerous body of light armed troops to 
bring into the deld, who, when single, may be as inconsi- 
disrable as a Lilliputian^ yet ten thousand of them em- 
barrassed Captain Gulliver. If you send honourable 
articles, they shall be signed. I insist that you own th&t 
you have been unjust to me ; for I have never forgot 
you; for, I have made others send my compliments, be- 
cause I was not able to write myself. If I caimot jus- 
tify the advice I gave you, fixun the success of it, I gave 
jou my reasons for it : and it was your business to have 
judged of my capacity, by the solidity of my arguments. 
If the principle was false, you ought not to have act- 
ed upon it So you have been only the dupe of your 
own ill judgment, and not my fakebood. A91 1 to send 
back the crown and the plaid, well packed up, in m^ onm 
Character ?* or am I to follow my own inclination, and 
continue very truly and very much 

Four bumble servant, 

H. SUFFOLK. 



• See tlie ^ Charactsr of Mre. UbiraM,** wdtten ib 1727, io 
VdLXIV. K. 
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to SIR CHARLES WOGAN * 

SIR, Sept. or Oct. 1 732. 

I RECEiVBD your packet at least two months ago, aud 
took all this time, not only to consider it maturely my- 
self, but to show it to the few judicious friends I have 
in this kingdom. We alt agreed that the writer was ft 

* Mr. WogSD, a gentleman of an ancient and good family in Ire- 
Itad, wnt a present of a cask of Spanit^i Canalia wine to the dean, 
also a green velvet bag, wilb gold and silk strings, in which were en- 
closed, a paraphrase in Miltonic verse, on the seven penitential 
psalms of David, and several original pieces in verse and prose, par- 
tkularly the Adventures of Eugenius ; and an Account of tlie Court* 
iiip and Marriage of the Chevalier to the Princess Sobicski, wherein 
he represents himself lo have been a princijml negotiator; ifrwaf 
written in the novel style, bnt a little heavily. His letter to the 4ean 
contained ako remarks on the Beggar^s Opera, in which he censiites - 
the taste of the people of iklgland and Ireland ; and concluded with 
paying the dean the compliment 6f entreating him to correct his 
Writings. The dean receiving then) about the time (1732) Mr. Pil- 
kingtoo was coding to London as chaplain to Alderman Barber ; he 
put them into Mr. Pilkifagton*s hands, to look over at his leisure ; 
but quickly recalled them into his own custody, ^^ee PilkiQgton*« 
Memoirs, vol. III. p. 168.\ They were afterward in the possession of 
Deatte Swift, Esq. This Mr. Wogan was a gentleman of great brave- 
ry and courage, and distinguished himself in several battles and 
sieget. He was appointed by tlie Chevalier de St. George, in the 
year HIS, to take the Princess Sobieski, (grand-daughter of the fa- 
maas John Sobieski, King of inland, who raised the siege of \ ienia) 
to whom ha was married by proky in Poland ; who, in her journey 
to Rdme, was, by order of tlie Imperial court, made a prisoner in 
Tyrol, and closely confined in the tastle of Inspruck for some time, 
when Mr. Wogan undertook to set her at liberty, and bring her safe 
to Rome, which he efiectually performed, by carrying her through 
all the guards : for which dangerous and gallant service he was made 
a Roman knight, an honour that was not conferred on a foreigner 
for many centuries before. Tlus gentleman soon after went into tb^ 
service of Spain, where he got a government and other miU^iiy com- 
mands, and distinguished himself in many engagements, l)eing well 

known all over Europe by the naibe tff ChevaUftTs ^t ^vt ^l^aEftxV^ 
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scholar, a man of genius and of honour. We guessed 
him to have been born in this countrj from some passa- 
ges ; but not from the stjle, "which we were surprised 
to find 80 correct, in an exile, a soldier, and a native of 
Ireland. The history of yourself, although part of it be 
employed in your praise and importance, wc did not 
dislike, because your intention was to be wholly un- 
known ; which circumstance exempts you from any 
charge of vanity. However, although I am utterly ig- 
norant of present persons and things, I have made a 
shift, by talking in general trith some persons, to find 
out your name, your employments, and some of your 
actions, with the addition of such a character as would 
give full credit to more than you have said (I mean of 
yourself) in the dedicatory epistle. 

Tou will pardon a natural curiosity on this occasion, 
especially when I began wilh so little, that I did not so 
much as untie the strings of the bag for five days after I 
received it ; concluding it must come from some Irish 
friar in Spain, filled with monastic speculatioiis, of 
which I have seen some in my life ; little expecting a 
history, a dedication, a poetical translation of the peni- 
tential psalms, Latin poems, and the like, and all from a 
soldier. In these kingdoms, you would be a most un- 
fashionable military man, among troops where the least 
pretension to learning, or piety, or common morals, 
would endanger the owner to be cashiered. Although ' 
I have no great regard for your trade, from the judg- 
ment I make of those who profess it in these kingdoms, 
V yet I cannot but highly. esteem those gentlemen of Ire- 
. : land, who, wilh all the disadvantages of being exiles and 
.-vstrangei'sr have been able to distinguish themselven by 
their valour and conduct in so many parts of Europe, I 
think, above all other nations; which ought to make 
(be PugUsh ashamed of lUe re^^TQ^cVieft vVvt^^ c?aI qu the 
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%norance, the dulness, and tlie want of courage, in the 
Irish natives, ; those defects, wherever thej happen, 
arising only from ,the poverty and slavery they suffer, 
from their^ inhuman neighbours, and the base corrupt 
spirits of too many of the chief gentry, &c. By such 
events as these, the very Grecians are grown vlavish, 
iguorabt, and superstitious. I do assert, that from seve*- 
ral experiments I have made in travelling over both 
kingdoms, I have found the poor cottagers here, who 
could speak our language, to have a much better natu- 
ral taste for good sense, humour^ and raillery, than ever 
I obseiTed among people of the like sort in England. 
But the millions of oppressions they lie under, the ty- 
ranny of their landlords, the ridiculous zeal of their 
priests, and the general misery of the whole nation, have 
been enough to damp the best spirits under the sun. t 
return to your packet. 

Two or three poetical friends of mine have read your 
poems with very good approbation ; yet we all agree 
some corrections may be wanting, and at the same time 
we are at a loss how to venture on such a work. One 
gentleman of your own country, name, and family, who 
could do it best, js a little too lazy ; but, however, some- 
thing shall be done, and submitted to you. I have 
been only a man of rhymes, and th^t upon trifles ; never 
having written serious couplets in my life *, yet dever 
any without a moral view. However, as an admirer of 
Milton, I will read yours as a critic, and make objec- 
tions where I find any thing that should be changed. 
Your directions about publishing the epistle and the poet- 
ry will be a point of some difficulty. They cannot be 
printed here with the least profit to the author's friends 
in distress. Dublin booksellers have not the least no* 
tion of paying for a copy. Sometimes thingis are print- 
ed here by subscription i but they gd on «^ \2i&%:^> 
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that few or oooe make it tuni to account. In Loedoa 
it is othorwise ; but eyeo there the autbon must be ia 
TQgiie, or, if Dot known, be diaooyered by the stjk ; or- 
the work mnit be aomethiog that bita the taste of the 
public, or what is jecommeDded by the presiding men 
of genius. 

When MihoD first published his famous poe^i, the 
tot edition was rery lottg going off; few eitlier readk 
liked, or understood it ; and it gained ground merdy by 
its merit. Nothing but an uncertain tftate of my beiltfa 
(caused bj a dfa^XMltioo to giddiness, which, although 
fass violent, ia more constant) could have prevented mj 
passing this sujRBmer into Engtand to see my friendsi wlia 
jbourly have expected me i in that case I could have, 
manilged this affUr myself, and would have readily cesb; 
sented that my name should have stood at length b^, 
fore your epistle ; and by the caprice of tiie worhi that 
circumstance might hh^t be^ of us$ to make the tbiii«^ 
known ; and comeqaently better ai»wer the chariuM 
part of your deaigow by inciiing people's curiosity^ And. 
10 such a case, I would have writ a short M^LoowIedg- 
meot of your letter, and published it in the next pa§e 
- after your epistle ; but giyiog you uo name, nor coo- 
f«s»ng my coqiecture of it. Tbb scheme I am still 
upon, as soon as my health pei^mita me to return to £ng^ 
^nd. 

As I am coaj^tured to have generally dealt in raille- 
ry and satire, both in prose and verse, if that ^oqjec- 
^ure be rights although such an opinion has been an ath 
solute bar to my risji^ in the world ; yet that very world 
must suppose that I followed what I thought to be my 
talent; and charitable people will suppose I had a de- 
sign to laugh the follies of mankind out of countenance,^ 
and as often to lash the vices out of practice. And.; 
tlieo it will be natural to i^oi^udLf^ XVi^V V ^!^ €^$ 
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[tfrdaiitjr for sudi kind of writing, and ftVour it io 
itben. I think you ^knowledge, that io some time of 
four life, jcm turned to the rallying part ; but I find at 
ireseDt your geioius runs wholly into the grave and sub- 
ime ; and therefore I find yon less indulgent to my 
nay by your dislike of the Beggar's Opera, in the per- 
lODS particularly of Polly Peachnm and Mach^ath;. 
vbereas we think It a very severe satire upon the most 
jiemieious villanies of mankind. And so you ate in 
ionger of quatrelling with the sentiments of Mr. Pope, 
Ife Gayi the auUior, Dr. Arbuthnot, myself, Dr. Young, 
md att tfaebretlareD whom w^ own. Dr. Young is the 
(Mrest amonij ua$ and yet his satires have many mix- 
mni of fitnp r^feiy. At the same time you jud^ 
My tmly, that tht taste of Ea^and is infamously cor- 
tupted fay ehoalsor wrettbeslrho write for their bread; 
lad therefore I had i-eason to put Mr. Pope on writikig 
to poem, caHed the Donciad; and to haul those 
MKidDdtek bat of thehr obseiirity by teHing their names 
It tei^th, thdr works, their adventures^ sometiraea tbdr 
tod^^i^, and their lineage; not with A'^s and B^s no- 
ccMlog to the old way, which would be uiAbowd in a 
fifeiryear& 

As to your blank verse» it has too oftea fallen into 
ibe same vile bauds of late. One Thompson, a Scotch- 
nan, has succeeded the best in that way, in four poems 
lie has writ ou the four seasons : yet I am not over fond 
sf them, because they are all description^ and nothing is 
doing ; whereas Milton engages me in actions of the 
highest importance : Mmfo me Ronuty nwdif pomt Atke^ 
tU : and youfs on the sevea psiJm% &c. have some adr 
vantages that way. 

You see Pope, Gay, and I, use all our endeavours ta 
bake folks merry and wise, and profess to have no aae- 
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mies, except koaves and fools. I confe^ myself to be 
exempted from tliem in ooe article, which was engaging 
with a ministry to prevent, if possible, the evils that 
have overrun the nation, and my foolish zeal in endea- 
Touring to save this wretched island. Wherein thougb 
I succeeded absolutely in one important article ;^ yet 
even there I lost all hope of favour from those in power 
here, and disobliged the court of England, and have in 
twenty years drawn above one tliousand scurrilous li^b 
on myself, without any other recompense than the love 
iA the Irish vulgar, and two or three dozen signposts ol 
the Drapier in this city, beside those that are scattered 
in country .towns ; and even these are half worn out 
So that, whatever little genius God has given me, I mvj 
justly pretend to have been the worst manager of it tc 
mj own advantage of any man upon earth. 

Jug. 2.] What I have abv e written has long lais 
by me, that I might consider farther : but I have been 
partly out of order, and partly plagued with a lawsuit 
of ten years standing, and I doubt very ill closed up 
although it concerns two-thirds of my little fortune 
Think whether such periods of life are proper to en^ 
courage poetical or philosophical speculations. 

I shall not, therefore, tire you any longer; but, witl 
great acknowledgment for the distinction you please tc 
show me, desire to be always thought, with gieat trutl^ 
and a mpst particular esteem, sir. 

Your most obedient 

and obliged servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



• Against Woed»s copper halfpence. F. ^ 
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We have sometimes edidons printed here of books from 
\ England, which I know not whether you are in a way 
{ of getting. I will name some below, and if you ap- 
prove of any, I shall willingly increase your library; 
■i they are small, consequently more portable in your 
\ marches, and, which is more important, the present 
\ will be cheaper for me. 

f Dr. Young's Satires. Gay's Fables. 

'. Mr. Gay's works. Art of Politics, and 

Mr. Pope's works. some other trifles io 

Pope's Dunciad. yerse, &c. 



TO MR. GAY AND THE DUCHESS OF 
ClUEEJ^SBERRY. * 



DubUn, Oct. 3, 1731. 
I USUALLY write to friends alter a pause of a few 
weeks, that I may not inteniipt them in better company, 
better thoughts, and better diversions. I believe I have 
told you of a great man, who said to me that he never 
once in his life received a good letter from Ireland : for 
which there are reasons enough without affronting our 
understandings. For there is not one person out of this 
country, who regards any events that pass here, unless 
be has an estate or employment. I cannot tell that you 
or I ever gave the least provocation to the present mi- 
nistry, and much lesa to the court; and vet I am ten 
times more out of favour than you. For my own part, 
I do not see the policy of opening common letters, di- 
rected to persons generally known : for a man's ufider- 
standintr would be very weak to convey secrets b) the 

post, 1/ he kuew any^ which, i decVate, 1 ^<(> \tf)\.\ vsA 
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bendes, I think tlie world is alreadj so if fill informed bf 
plaio events, tliat I question vbelber the mioiaters have 
way secrets at alL Neither would It be under aoy- ap- 
prebensioQ if a, letter, should be sent sie full of tieaaao ^^ 
because I cannot hinder people irom wtating what they 
please, nor vending it ta me ; and although, it should be 
discovered to. have been-opentd before it came to my 
band, I would ovij bum it and think no farther. I ap^ 
fiove of- the scheme you have to grow somewhat richer, 
thou|^ I agreoy youvwiU meot- withdisoouragements, 
aod it is reasonable you/ should, considering what kind 
of pens ar^ at thi^ time only empbyed and encouxagedr 
For yoju must allow that the bad painter was in the- 
right, who haviug painted- a eeck, drove awi^ all the 
cecks and hens,, and oven the chickens, for fear those 
who passed by bis. shop might make a comparison wit|L 
his work. And I will, say one thing in spite of the 
post-officers, that since wit and learning began to be 
made use of in our kingdoms, 'they were n^ver profess- 
edly thrown aside, contemned and punished, till withia 
joaK;Own memory*;: nor dulness. and ignQraaee ever so. 
openly encouraged. and promoted-. In anawer to whst. 
you say of my living amoi)g yqp^ if, I could do it to my, 
ease; perhaps- you have heard bf a scheme ior an eay^ 
change in Beri^shire, proposed by two of our frieoda;,: 
but, beside the difficulty of adjusting, certain drcunk- 
stances, it would not answen I am at a time of life, 
that seeks-ease and indqiendeoce; youwilLhear my 
reasons when you see those friends, and I cottdudel 
them with saying, That 1^ would ratheiN l»e a. fieemaii 
amopg slaves, than a slave among freemea... The dig- 
nity of my present station damps- the pertneas of infi^• 
rior puppies and squires, whidv without plenty, and. 
eas^ on your side the channel, would break my. h^urtiir 
a month. 
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EwjL what it ia k> life where I do. I am atlerly igDO- 
raot of ihat«aiiie Strado del Poe f aod yet, if that auther 
be against lending or giving money, I cannot but think 
biiB a good eourtier^ which, I am sure, your grace iIb 
not ; DO, not so much as to be a maid of lioneur. For I 
am certainly informed; that yon are neither a freethinlb* 
er, nor can sell bargains ; that you can neither spell, nor 
talk, nor write, nor think like a courtier. Then you 
pretend to be respected for qualities which have been 
out of Aushion ever since you were almost in your cra- 
dle ; that your contempt for a fine petticoat is an infaHi- 
ble nMirk of dlsalTeetion.; wiiieh is farther confirmed by 
your ill taste for wit, in pi«ferring two old-fashioned poets 
before Duck or Cibber. Besides, you spell in such a 
manner as no court lady can read,, and write in such ao 
eid-fashioned>style,.a6 none of them can understand. Yoa 
need' not be in pain about Mk Gay^s stock of health. I 
prombe you he will ^nd it all upon laziness, and run 
deep in debt by a winter's repose in town; therefore i> 
entreat your grace will order him to move his chops less^ 
and his legs more, for the six cold montlis, else be will 
spend all his money in^ physic and coach-hire. I am in 
much perpleidty about your grace's declaration, of the 
manner in which you dispose what you call your love 
and respect,- which, you say, are not paid to merit but 
to your own humour, r^w, madam^ my misfortune is^ 
that I have noihin^to plead but abundance of merit ; 
and there goes an ugly observation, that the humour vf 
liidies is apt to change, ^ow, madam, if I should go 
to Amcsbury with a great load oi^ merit, and your grace 
kappen to be out of humour, and will not purchase mf 
merchandise at the price of your respect, tlie goods majr 
be damaged^ and nobody else wili take them off my 
bands. J3efiide«, yoa have declared Mt. ^'^j. \j^\»^ 
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the first part, aod I but the second ; which is hard treat-^ 
meot, siuce I shall be the newest acquaintaoce by some 
years ; and I will appeal to all the rest of jottr sesr, 
whether such an inuoTation ought to be allowed ? I 
should be ready to say in the common forms, that I was 
much obliged to the ladj who wished she could give the 
best living, &€. if I did not vehemently suspect it was 
the very same lady who spoke many things to roe in 
the same style, and also with re^rd to the gentleman at 
your elbow when you writ, whose dupe he^as, as well 
as of her waiting woman ; but they were both arrant 
knaves, as I told him and a third friend, thouo:h tb^ 
will not believe it to this day. I desire to present my 
most humble respects to my lord duke, and with my 
heartiest prayer for the prosperity of the whole family, 
remain, 

Your grace's, &c» 



TO THE COUNTESS OF SUFFOLK, 

JIJDAJC Ortofter 26, 173L 

YovR ladyship^s last letter made me a little grav^, 
and in going to answer it, I was in danger of leaning en 
my elbow (I meto my left elbow) to consider what I 
should write : which posture I never used except when 
I was under a necessity of writing to ibols, or lawyers, 
or ministers of state; where I am to consider what is to 
be said. But as I write to a person whom I esteem, 1 
am in no pain at all. 

It would be an injnry to you or Mr. Pope, to give 
thanks to either of you for just ifving roe about those let- 
ters leut to the queeD> because V^ V\iMiWm^ ^V'^v.^ would 
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dingrace your UDderstandinp ; and as he is my bdsir 
^od, so your ladyship owes me do malice,' except tliat 
of raillery ; and good raillery is always sincere. Aod 
if her majesty were deceived, it would lesseu my opi- 
iiioD of her judgment ; which would oo otherwise affect 
ine, than by making me sorry upon her own account. 
But what your ladyship would have me discover, through 
all yeur refined civilities, is mj great imprudence ia 
(NKlering that monument to be fixed in my cathedral. I 
shall not trouble you with a long story : but if ever a 
numerous venerable body of dignified clergymen had 
reason to complain of the highest repeated indignity, in 
return of the greatest honour offered by them, to per- 
sons they were wholly strangers to, then my chapter is 
not to be blamed, nor I, who proposed the matter to 
them: which, however, I could have done by my own 
authority, but rathei- chose it should be the work of us 
all. And I wiH confess it was upon their advice that I 
omitted the only two passages which had much bitter- 
ness in them ; and which a bishop here, one after your 
own heart, blamed me very much for leaving out ; de- 
claring that the treatment given us by the Schombeig 
family, deserved a great deal worse. Indeed, madam, 
I shall not attempt to convince £r}g]and of any thing 
that relates to this kipgdom. The Drapier, whom you 
mention, could not do it in relation to the halfpence. 
I^either can the parliament l>erc convince you that we 
ought pot to be just now in so miserable condition in 
every article of distress. Why should the Schc»mberg 
family be so uneasy at a thing they were so long* warn- 
ed of, and were told ihey might prevent for fifty pounds ? 
But here I wish your ladyship would put the queen in 
mind of what passed between her majesty and me, upon 
the subject of Ireland, when she was Princess of Wales^ 
and Bppemred so much to pity l\)a% d^t^aMAk Ymt^E;jS^n^ 
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and gave me leave ta write to her if ever I shcmld li^^e 
to see her qiteen ; that she would answer 1117 letter, antf 
promised, that id such a case she would use all her cre*^ 
dit to relieve it. Wbeceupao I denved Dr. Arbutboot,^ 
who was preseoty to be wkttess of what ^e said ; and 
Ker miyesty cooArmed it. I will not a^L what the eveai 
has-beeo.. IT my state seribble writ here diiould bap* 
pen to reaoh^ Loudon, I entreat jour ladyship would 
continue to* dome the jiistiee of believing my inoocenee^ 
because I lately* assuFed the Duke of Dorset that I wmld^ 
never have » hand in any such thing. But I gave hamt 
my reason before his secretary ; that looking upon this 
kingdom's oonditi'on aa absollitely desperate, f would not 
prescribe a dose to the dead. Some parts of your Iet> 
\er I do net understand. Ntn. Barber was reeommeod^ 
ed to me by Dr^. Delany, who is now iu London, andr 
whom I onee presented to you. at Marble-hill. She 
seems to be a womanrof' piety and' genius; and though I 
never visited her in my Kfe, yet was I disposed to da 
heir good offices 00 the doctorV acoaunt, and her owo 

good chasacter. By Lady M^ 1 cannot guess whom 

you mean. Mrs. Haywood I have heard of as a stur 
pid, iufamous, scribbling woman, but have net seen any* 
of hec prodactioBs. Aod now, madam, I uttetJy acquit 
your Ia<lyship of ah' things that may conoeNi me^ except 
your good opinion, and^ that very little share! can pre* 
tend to ID youE memory. I never kaew a lady who 
had so many qualities tablet esteem; but how you act 
as a friend, is out of my way to judge. Aato the queen, 
whom I never offended, since it would be presumptioD 
m me to imagine I ever eamo voluntanly ioto her 
Noughts, so it must be a mortificatiot^ • to Ihirtkr when I 
happen to be namediaheR presence, it is usually to my 
disadvantage. I. remember to have once told her majes^ 
tjT, l^owbard a thing. it waB^ lAi^VvtU^Tv^^ue/^oc^eat 
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aioisteiv had once received an ill impresdoa of any per- 
son, although froiB'tbe must false iBfocmation, although 
Uie prince vere demonstrably convinced of the personV 
innocence, yet the impcessioa still continued ;. and hez 
n^jestj condoned the seventy of sueh k proceeding 
I had said: the same thing before to Sir E. Walpolelf 
who, upon reporting it to others, was pleased to give it » 
torn that I did not deserve. I remember the plaid> but 
I Ibrgot the orown, and the meaning of it. If you had 
thought fit to have sent me as much of the plaid as would 
have made me a morning cap, before it fell to the share- 
of the lowest ofiyoor' women, I should, have been proud 
that iDry head should have woi'ik your livery.. Butii^ 
you are weary of your character, it must lie upon my" 
bands, ibr I. know no other whom, it will du. And if 
your ladyship will not allow it to be a character, I an^. 
sure it may pass for. a prediction.. If- you should put the 
same fancy into the queea's head, I must send her a much/ 
larger character, and in royal paper, otherwise she will, 
not be able to. wrap the bundle ia it. I fear so. long a. 
letter ifr beyond your mercy to^forgivje ;. but your lady- 
ship is suit; to be easy till. Mr. Pope shall tell me thai. 
you are content to receive another. . I should Yk hearti- 
ly sorry if your increase in honour and employment has 
not been accompanied with increase of health. Let Mr. 
£ope, iu all liis letters, give me a particular account oa 
this head, and pray God I may. never have the least 
motive to pity you. For as a courtier, I forgive your. 
am^endurcie.; which I once charged on my Lord Ches^ 
teifield,.and be did not dislike it. And you have not a 
fnvourite or. flatterer, who makes more outward offers 
of wishes for your ease and happiness,, tlian I do 
prayers from tbe bottom of my heart, whicb proceed 
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eatirely from that respect aod esteem, wherewith I 
madamy 

Tour ladyship^s most obedient 
humble servant, 

JONATH. SWIFl 



FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

% 

Nov. 4, 1 73 

I BELIEVE in my conscience, that though you had 
swered mine before, the second was never the less 
come. Jf 

So much for jour topscripi, not postscript ; anc 
very sincere earnest I heartily thank you for remem 
ing me so often. Since I came out of the countiy, 
riding days are over ; for I never was for your B 
park courses, although *my courage serves me very 
at a handgallop in the country, six or seven miles y 
one horseman^ and a ragged lad, a labourer's boy, thi 
to be clothed when he can run fast enough to kee|; 
with my horse, who has yet only proved his dexte 
by escaping from school. But my courage fails rac 
riding in town, where I should have the happines 
meet with plenty of your very pretty fellows, • 
manage their own horses to show their art ; or i 
think a postillion^s cap, with a white frock, the most 
coming dress These and their grooms I am most 
terly afraid of; because, you must know, if my c 
plaisant friend, your presbyterian housekeeper,* can 
member any thing like such days with me, that 



* Mrs. BreDf, widow of a printer in Dublin, with whom the i 
dm(^d when a youog man. ]P. 
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y&rj good reason for me to remember that time is past ; 
and jour toupets would rejoice to see a horse throw an 
iDcient geutlewomao. 

I am sorry to hear you are no wiser in Ireland than 
we English ; for our birthday was as fine as hands could 
make us ; but I question much whether we all paid 
ready money. I mightily approve of my duchess be- 
ing dressed in your manufacture;* if your ladies will 
follow her exapsple in all things, they cannot do amiss. 
And I dare say you will soon find that the more yoa 
know of them both, the better you will like them ; or 
else Ireland has strangely depraved your taste, and that 
my own vanity will not let me believe, since you still 
flatter me. 

4.J Why do you tantalize me ? Let me see you in Eng- 
labd Bgain, if you dare; and chogse your residence, 
mmmer, or winter, St. James's square, or Drayton. I 
defy you in all shapes ; he it Dean of St. Patrick's go- 
verning England or Ireland, or politician drapier. But 
my choice should be '^the Parson in Lady Betty's 
chamber."t Make biiste then, if you have a mind to 

/•blige 

Your ever sincere hearty old friend, 

LADY BETTY. 



* The dueheis also appeared at the castle in Dublin, wholly clad 
kithe manufactures of Ireland, on his majesty *8 birth day in 17^. 
*«hen the duke was a second time lord lieutenant. H. 

f See the verses in vol. x. N^ 
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FROM Mr. gay and the duke of 

4iUE£NSB£RRY.* 

For about this month &t six weeks past, I hare beea 
Munbling from home, or have been at what I may ool 
Improperly call other homes, at Dawley, and at Twidi- 
cobam ; aod I really \luat, at every one of my homei^ 
yoii bava as good a pretetnioo as myself ; for I finil 
Ihem aft axoe^ngly ilisappolnte^ by the lawsuil thil 
baa kapt jm tUs summer fram »• Mr, Pope told Jitt 
Ikalalliir vas row ^er, that youl^Te the estate wfakh 
was your security ; I wish you had your own uoMy( 
far I wisb you free from every ei^gafemeBl that Isiigf 
tt» fimn eae aoolher. I thiak yoit deciphered ! tU 
last letter' we seal yeu very jiAiclaiisly. You Mif 
mAt yeur own eaodhkoa atf Amesbury } wfaere I aril 
al preseiK; yeu may do the lame at Bawky ; aaA 
TwiekenhaH; yeu knew, is yooil own; Bul^ if ydtt 
raflwv choose to live with nie (tkat Ik to say, if yoiu wlH 
give up your r%ht and title) I will purchase the hoois 
you and I used' to dispute abem over against Ham 
Walks, oa purpose to eatertidn you. Name your day, 
and it shall be done. I have lived with you ; and I 
wish to do so again in any place, and upon aay terras^ 
The duehesa does not know of my writings but I pn^ 
mised to accpiaiot the duke (he next time I wrote t& 
you^ and fw aught I know he may tell the duchess, and 
she may tell Sir William Wy ndbam, who is now here ^ 
and for fear they should alt have something to say ta 
you, I leave the rest of the paper ti|j I see the duke. 

* Badprsed, "No date,recei\red.Nbv. S, 1731." H- 
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THE DUKE. 

Mr. Gay tells me, jou seem to doubt vhat authetity^ 
mj wife and he have to invite a person hither, who, by 
tgreemeot, is to have the government of the place dur- 
kg Vk stay ; when at the same time it does not appear^ 
thai the present master of these demesnes has been cofr- 
nlled in it The truth of the matter is this : I did not 
know whether you might not have suspected roe for a 
NIC of a pert coxcomb^ h|d I put in iby word in the late 
aomipoBdence between you uid my wife. Ladies (by 
ri» comteqr of the worid) tv^ privUq;ee not aUowed 
to sea; and in many cases the nme diiog is called a 
knmt btsm a lady, which might perhaps be looked upan 
m lapc»ttneiice from a man. Upon this reflection^ I 
kwra- Utberto refrained froin writing to you^ hvriaag 
wmet bad the pleasure of conrersing with- you othjnv 
win; aad as Aat ia a thing I rafost siocerdy wi^ I 
woaM not ^njtore to meddte in a aegotiatioii that seemi- 
«A to be in so lair a way of produdng that deshraMe 
€ad» Bat our friend John has not done me justice, {f . 
bahaa never mentioned to you how much I wish for tba 
pleasure of seeing you here ; apd though I ha.ve not tDV 
Ms avowedly taken any stepa toward bringing it about,, 
nbat lias passed conducive to it haa been all al^ng widi 
9iy privity aAd consent, and I do now formaliy ratify ail. 
the preliminary articles and conditions agreed to on tbe 
pirt of my wife, and ^11 undeiiiJLe for the due obser- 
vaace of them. I depend upon my friend Jcbn to aa* 
iwer for ipy sincerity. I was not long at court, and 
\fKve been a countsy gentleman for some time. 

E0U manus sub linus daxque^ dds. 
Sive higfig gmpUe gnaros,* 

« l>u h airatiter band ; possibly Sir W. WyadkAsaV S- 
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MR. PILKINGTON TO MR. BOWYl 

81 B, November 9, '. 

I HATS becD much surprised at jour long silei 
perhaps jou have been affected in the same mi 
mine. But as I hope alirajs to preserve the frl 
we have began, I must acquaint you with the re 
my conduct. 

I have the misfortune to live in a scene of gr 
ry ; and, betveen attending those in high stati 
honour me with their friendship, and discharging 
ties of mj profession, I have scarce a uomen 
gAgcd; yet I constantly desired my friend Fau 
write to you in my name, because I imagined i 
save postage ; and I thought it unreasonable to 
you with my letters, when I had no very urgent 1 
to write to you upon, and had too many oblige 
you to think of adding to yoiur expense. But I 
imagine what you can plead in your excuse, f 
neglect of writing to me, wlio am desirous to cor 
constant correspondence : I shall be glad to h< 
justify youi-self. 

Yesterday 1 saw a letter of yours to Mr. Fj 
and on so disti'essful a subject, that I very sensibl) 
in your afHiction.f I am qaturally apt to pity tl 
of my fellow creatures, but the wounds of my fri 
my own. Here my office ought to be to adminisi 
fort to you in so great a calamity ; but, I kn< 

* This letter, and a few which follow it, place the chan 

situntion of Mr. Pilkington in a new point of view, and con' 

^^rticulan of the dean^s literary history that are far from be 

terei^ng. The learned printer, to whom they are addre 

born Dec. 17, 1699; and died Ndv. 8, 1777. N. 

^ The death of Mrs. Bowyer, which happened Oct. 17, 172 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 113 

inch easier it is to prea6h patience and resigoation thau 
]o practise either. Tbe stroogest reason acts but feebly 
apoD the heart that is loaded with giie( nor is the high- 
BiC eloquence powerful enough to heal a wounded spirit ; 
khie, and a firm trust in a Divine Providence^ which 
niloubtedlj orders all things for the best, are the only 
■InisterB of comfort in our misfortunes ; and I hope jour 
OVD virtue will enable you to bear this affliction with 
the resolution of a christian, though joined with all the 
tenderness of at friend, and the fondest esteem for the 
aemory of that relation you have lost. 

I desired Mr. Faulkner, about six weeks ago, to re- 

tBn you my thanks for your kindness in procuring me 

lk books from Mr. Giles's, which I received safe, and 

ilpD tbe box of those writings of mine. And I am ex- 

tvemeiy grieved to find that Faulkner neglected men- 

tibidug either. I had not known it only for your post- 

i loript, wherein you desire to know whether I received 

I Aem. I would have wrote to you before this, if I had 

' III believed that your charge was paid ; for Dr. Delany 

1^1 believe, by this time, in London ; and he wrote to 

W from Bath for directions where to find you in Lon- 

dte, that he might pay off his bill, and return you his 

.tkbks for your kindness to us. Let me beg the favour 

<you to acquaint Mr. Giles with this, because I would 

Mt, for any consideration, seem to forget my creditors, 

4ibiigh io another country. If Dr. Delany be not come 

to you, I desire you will inquire out his lodgings ; and I 

Wieve you may be informed either at Lord Boling- 

iMke\ or Mr. Percival's in Conduit-street. Tell him 

your name whenever you go to wait upon him ; and I 

««uie you the doctor will be extremely friendly to you, 

iQd glad to see you, for I have often talked to him of 

you. 
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I received ninety-four books* from yolt, but I be 
you must commit them to tfae cberge of Mr. Faull 
because t have oo opportunity of selling, but besU 
them ; for when any of my friend are desirous to 
one, and ask me where they are to be had, I am al 
too generout or too basbfcil (which is a ^at i 
among us Irish) to accept of payment for them ; ai 
this means I shall be under the necessity of giviii 
away, which would be too expensive an article t 
Now what I think would answer, would be, to 
what I have not bestowed to Mr. Faulkner, and le 
publish in his newspaper, that he hus imported soi 
those books, and let him be accountable to you k 
sale. I wrote to you for thirty, which I expect 
give away; and I believe I have distribute^ so n 
When I receive your answer, I will give you a pa 
lar account, and remit you the money for them, thi 
opportunity. If I find Dr. Delany's lodgings out 
any friends here, or from his letters to me, I will 
you immediate notice. I should be glad to hav< 
catalogues that were now selling in London ; and i 
could send any of them, or any other little pamp 
they may be directed to the lord bishop of KiHal 
DubKn, for me. I never received either the Mo 
Chronicle for March, nor the Historia Literaria for < 
I believe it miscarried, by being directed to FauU 
they were not for Dr. Delany, but for another genti 
in town ; but I had foigot, till the gentleman as^€ 
for them the other day. I shall be glad to hear 
you soon ; and am your most sincere friend, 

MATT. WLKINGTO 



* Mr. Pilkiiistoii*s Fdume of Poems, priated by Mr^ B»« 
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There is one Green, a bookseller, lately come from 
London ta this town, who has imported a very curious 
floHection of books ; but he has rated them so excessive- 
]f dear, and seems to act so haughtily in the sale of 
tbem, that I believe above three-fourths of them will be 
mt back to-morrow to England again. I made llie 
Deaa of St Patrick's go with me there the first morning ; 
bat all the books were too dear for either of us. 



\ 



FROM MR. GAY AND MR. POPE. 

December 1, 1731. 

You used to complain that Mr. Pope and I would not 
let you speak : you nay now be even with us, and take 
it out in writing. If you do not send to me now and 
then, the post-office will think me of no consequence, 
far I have no correspondent but you. You may keep 
aibrfipom us as you please, you cannot be forgotten by 
those who ever knew you, and therefore please me by 
PMMtimeB showing that I am not forgot by you. I have 
IptiUng to take me off from my friendship to you : I 
nfdc no new acquaintance, and court no favour ; I spend 
m dUUIogB in coaches or chairs to levees or great visits, 
lad, as I do not want the assistance of some that I 
jh m c il^ conversed with, I will not so much as seem to 
kA to be a dependent. As to my studies, I have not 
kMB entirely idle, though I cannot say that I have yet 
perfected any thing. What I have done is something 
h the way of those fables I have already published. 
All the money I get b by saving, so that by habit there 
iqr be some hopes (if I grow richer) of my becoming 
I miser. All misers have their excuses : the motive to 
oy-parsimony is iudepeodeDce. If I \ieie \q V^^ t^^-> 
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seated by the duchess (she is such a downright nigga 
£Dr me) this character might not be allowed me ; but 
really think I am covetous enough for any who lives 
the court end of the town, and who is as poor as myse 
for I do not pretend that I am equally saving wi 

8 k. Mr. Lewis desired you might be told that 

has five pounds of yours in his hands, which he fand 
you may have forgot, for he will hardly allow that 
verseman can have a just knowledge of his own affai 
When you got rid of your lawsuit, I was in hopes tl 
you had got your own, and was free from every ves 
tiou of the law ; but Mr. Pope tells me you are not < 
tirely out of your perplexity, though you have the set 
rity now in your own possession ; but still your case 
not so bad as Captain Gulliver's, who was ruined 
having a decree for him with costs. I have tn injui 
tion for me against pirating booksellers, which I am si 
to get nothing by, and will, I fear, in the end drain i 
of some money. When I began this prosecution, I fi 
cied there would be some end of it ; but the law st 
goes on, and it is probable I shall some time or other i 
an attorney's bill as long as the book. Poor Duke I 
ney is dead, and has left what he had among his frien 
among whom are. Lord Bolingbroke 500L Mr. Pelhi 
5002. Sir William Wyndham's youngest son 500/. Qi 
Hill &00L Lord Masham's son hooL 

You have the good wishes of those I converse wit 
they know they gratify me, when they remember yoi 
but I really think they do it pitrely for your own sal 
I am satisfied with the love and friendship of good dm 
aad envy not the demerits of those who are most Cf 
spicuously distinguished. Therefore, as I set a jt 
value upon your friendship, you cannot please me mo 
than letting roe now and then know that you rememb 
me ; the only satisfaction of distant friends ! 
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P. S. Mr. Gay's b a good letter, mine will be a very 
doll eae ; aud yet what you will thiak the worst of it, 
is what should be its excuse, that I write in a headach 
thai has lasted three days. I am never ill but I think 
of your ailments, and repine that they mutually hinder 
i^r being together ; thoug^h in one point I am apt to dif- 
fer fixMQ you, for you shun your friends when you are in 
.jlhose circumstances, and I desire them ; your way is the 

more generous, mine the more tender. Lady took 

your letter very kindly, for I had. prepared her to expect 
DO answer under a twelvemonth ; but kiudoess, perhaps, 
is a word not applicable to courtiers. However, slie is 
an extraordinary woman here, who will do you common 
justice. For God's sake why all this scruple about 

Lord B 's keeping your horses, who has a park ; or 

;il)out my keeping you on a pint of wine a day ? We 

r are infinitely richer than you imagine ; John Gay shall 

^ kip me to entertain you, though you come like a king 

^ Lear with fifty knights. Though such prospects as I 

I visb, cannot now be formed for Axing you with us, time 

may provide better before you part again : the old lord 

jnay die, the benefice may drop, or, at worst, you may 

jcarry me into Ireland. You will see a work of Lord 

(olingbroke's, and one of mine ; which, with a just 

neglect of the present age, consult only posterity ; and, 

»ith a noble scorn of politics, aspire to philosophy. I 

Am glad you resolve to meddle no more with the low 

jcoocerus and interests of parties, even of countries (for 

Pttinlries are but larger parties) Quid verum aiqiie de- 

cow, curare^ ei rogarc, nostriim sil, I am much pleased 

^ith your design upon Rochefoucault's maxim, pray 

finish it.* I am happy whenever you join our names to- 



* The characteristic po«m on IJs own death, formed upon a maxim 
^ Rocheiouciult. N. 

YOL XVJIT. 1 
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gethcr : 80 woukl Dr. Arbutbnot be, bnt at this time b 
can be pleased with nothing; : for his darling son is d} 
ing in all probability, by the melancholy account I n 
ceived this morning. 

The paper you ad^ me afooat is of little value. ) 
might have been a seasonable satire upon the ^eandi 
lous language and passioo with nrhich reeo of conditic 
have stooped to treat one another : surely they sacrifii 
too much to the people, when they sacrifice their m 
characters, families, &c. to the diversion of that rabb 
of readers. I agree with you in my contempt of mo 
popularity, fame, &c. even as a writer I am cool in 
and whenever you see what I am now writing,* ji 
will be convinced I would please but a few, and (if 
could) make mankind kw-admirers, and greater reasc 
ers. I study mucli more to render my own portion 
being easy, and to keep this peevish frame of the hum 
body in good humour. Infirmities have now quite v 
manned me, and it will delight you to hear tliey are r 
increased, though not diminished. I thank God, I 
net very much want people to attend me, though r 
mother now cannot. When I am sick, I lie dbwi 
when I am better, I rise up : I am used to the headai 
&c. If grealer pains arrive, (such as my late rheufl 
tism) the servants bathe and plaster me, or the suigc 
scarifies me, and I bear it, because I mjust. This is I 
evil of nature, not of foilune. I am just now as well 
when you were here : I pra> tfod you were no wei 
I sincerely wish my life were passed near yo4i, and ss 
as it is, I would not repine at it. 

All you mention remember you, and wish you her 

* ThjB-wns raid whilrt he wag employed on the Essay on Man, 
yet piiWifhed, \nM. Pr. Warton. 
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IFaOM LIDY BETTY OEiRMAIN. 

Jon. 11, 1731-2. 

It Is well for Mr. Pope jmar letter cftme as it did. for 

the I had called for my coaeli, and was gmng to make 

« Aorough search at his house ; for that I was most po^ 

HAvely asstired that you were therie in private, the 

Dnke of Dorset can tell you. Nim credo is all the La- 

(Id t know, and the most nseful- word upon all occasions 

4b me. Howeyer, Kke most other people, I can give it 

^ far what I wish ; so for oiice I believed, or at least 

vsDt h«]r way in what I hoped was true, and then, for 

the only time, your letter was unwelcome. You tell 

Be you have a request, which is pui^ely personal to me : 

am credo for that ; for I am sure you would not be so 

disagreeable as not to have made it, when you know it 

ii a pleasure and satisfacdon to me li^ do any thing yoti 

desire, by which you may find you we not sans consf- 

i funce to rae. 

I met with your friend Mr. Pope the other day. He 

' esAplains of not being well, and indeed looked HI. 

t fear that neither his wit or sense do arm him enough 

^Rst being hurt by malice ; and that he is too sensi* 

He of what fools say : the run is much against him on 

Ite Duke of Chandos'* account ; but I believe their 

I tige is not kindness to the duke, but glad to give it vent 

: iMi some tolerable pretence. I wish your presence 

%eald have such a miraculous effect as your desigu on 

Biddy 'sf speech : you know formerly her tongue was 

Ut apt to run much by inclination ; but now ever)- 

* There is do doubt but Mr. Pope intended the character of Ti- 
^ODf in his epiM^oo the use of riches in works of taste, addressed 
^ the Earl of Bumhgton, for the Duke of diaadoi. H« 

\ Bi4djr Floyd, H. 
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ii-inter is kept still per force, for she commonly gets a 
Tioleot cold that lasts her all winter. But as to that 
quarrelsome friend of the Duke of Dorset's, I will let 
her loose at you, and see which can get the better. 
Miss Kelly''^ was a very pretty girl when sh^ went from 
lience, and the beaux show their good taste by Hking 
her. I hear her father b now kind to her ; but if she 
18 not mightily altered, she would give up some of her 
airs and equipage to live in Engkmd.f 

Since you are so good as to inquire after my health, I 
ought to inform you I never was better in my life thaa 
this winter. I have escaped both head-achs and gout : 
;^nd that youi*s may not be in danger by reading such 
a long letter, I will add no more, but bid adieu to my 
dear Deap. 

E. germ:aij!^. 



FROM MR. GAY. 

DEAR SIB, London^ Jan. 18, 1731-2. . 

It is now past nine o^clock. I deferred sitting dowa 
to write to you, in expectation to have seen Mr. Fopei 
who left me two or tliree houi-s again to try to find hoA 
Burlington, within whose walls T have not been admit- 
ted this year and a half ; but for what reason I knov 
not. Mr. Pope is just this minute come in, but bad 
uot tlie good luck to fijid him ; so that I cannot gif^ 

*•■ Daughter of Dennis Kelley, Esq. a gentleman of very good estate 
in Ireland, w!io was committed to the tower of London in 1722, on 
fnispicion of corresponding with the Pretender j but nothing could be 
proved UKair.st him. F. 

t Thi3 lady died of a consumption, a few years aAer iu \j^ 
don. Tf. 
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you any satisfaction in the affair you writ last about 

He designs to see him to-morrow ; and if any thing can 

be done, he says you shall hear from him. 
By the beginning of my letter you see how I decline 

in favoiu* ; but I look upon it as my particular distitic- 

tik>n, that as soon as tlie court gains a man I lose him. 

it is a mortification I have been used to, so I bear it as 

t philosopher siiould. 

The letter which you wi-it to me and the duke, I re- 
ceived ; aud Mr. Pope showed me that directed to him, 
vbich gave me more pleasure than all the letters you 
bve writ since I saw you, as it gives me hopes of see- 
ing you soon. 

•:• Were I to acquaint the duke and duchess of my wri- 
ting, I know that they would have something to say to 
ywiy and perhaps would prevent my. sending the letter 
this post, so I choose to say nothing about it. You are 

. io great favour and esteem with all that love me, which 

'. k ooe great reason that I love and esteem them. 

Whenever you will order me to turn your fortune in* 

I to ready money, I will obey you ; but I choose to leave 
k where it is till you want it, as it carries some interest ; 
though it might be now gold to some advautag.e, and is 
Kable to rises and falls with the other stocks. It may 
he higher as well as lower ; so I will not dispose of it 
till I hear from you. I am impatient te see you, so are 
ill your friends. You have taken your resolution, and 
I ihall henceforth every week expect an agreeable sur- 
prise. The bellmau rings for 'the letter, so I can say no 
aore. 
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IIR. PILKI'NGTON TO MR. BOWTER. 

t 

SIB. Fe^. 5, 1731-2; 

I vivB y&a are raolTed tir lay me aoder so maaf 
oMigatioas to jou^ tbat^ uyoo principlefof f[[ratitiide, I 
BHMt be aiwajrs dcdimis to ykromote ^^our interest to tht 
iitinost of mj power. I tbiok joti« have nothing more 
}eft to dio, but to make the expeiimeDt, by pottinf il id 
ray way ta retHrtt your faivmn-B. i sent Mxty-five boidtt 
tfr Mr. Fanlkner'i^ and liope some tiiMror dtlier to bsfl 
It IB Bij poiter to make aekoowtei^iaieDtiw I fttfd Mft 
Faulkner sent you a little pamphlet of my wtfiting^ cflS* 
€fd^ An InfaHibte Sebeme to pay fbe fkbttf of tfafo Fa- 
tiom I bare tbe hoBoosp t6 see it nustaken for thd deaa^ 
kotit in Dtiblin and i» your part of the worki ^ bttt I M 
atiU diffident of it; wbeiher it will wieiil citeeoi «r et» 
tanpL it waa a indded whim, sod I WM tcufpted tt 
send it into the workl by the apprcAMUloif vhieb tki 
ikiaa (on^ wiaeit and beat friend) eiqpreissid^ when be 
read It : if yen were concerned ia the printing; of 1^ 1 
hope you will be no snlftrer. I am very mueb 6b%e^ 
ta yoB for reortving the younjF prkfter^ wkott I rDeM' 
mended to you^ in aa frtandly a maanef ; if I can, m 
thii aide ef the water, be serrieeafaAe to any Mea^ d 
yoiin^ command rae« 

I am much pleaaed ta bear of your acqmdntance wM 
JDr, Delany, who ia tbe beat of friends ; and I 4a a4 
4aHbt but your affection far hhn will increase with ya« 
intimacy with him. I desire you to present my service M 
iiim^ and tell him that the dean desigas to trouble bia 
to buy a conyenient microscope, that lie may find eiH 
both myself and my house with greater ease than be 
can at present, because we are both so excessively smaH 
tbati^ can scarce discovex elvYiet. \ boi^ to li^araofli 
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kQm 70U, aliliough it be parliainent tinie, and you hti»> 
ried with busioett; and aball always be your sincere 
ineod and servant, 

MATT. PILKINGTOl^^ 



TO THE REV, MR. WINDAR. 

m, Dublin, Feb. 19, 1731-2. 

I HAD the favour of yours of the dth instant. I have 
keeut above a fortoigbi ceufined by an accidental slraia, 
and can neither ridenor ivalk, nor easily write, elie you 
Asuld h«Te beard from ne sooner. I am heartily soivy 
far yiHNT dkordci; and am the move sensible by those I 
lave myael^ though not of thesaroe l^iad, but a constant 
dfafiiBitioD to giddiness, which I foar my present confine^ 
awnt, witli the want of exercise, will increase. I an 
afraid you could not light upon a nM»>e unqualified man 
to serve you, or my nearest friends, in any manner, with 
people in power; for I liave the misfortune to be not 
aoly under the particular displeasure both of tlie king 
and qu^ei^ ai every body knows, Imt likewise of every 
person, both in England and Ireland, who are well with 
the court, or can do me good or hurt And although 
Od» imd the two last lieutenants were of my old ae> 
|isiotanoe».yet I never could prevail with any of them 
la give a Mviog to a sober grave clergyman, who mar- 
Ad my near relation, and has been long in the diurch; 
ii that he ia still my curate, and I reckon tliis pteseat 
gDvemor will do like the rest* I believe there is not 
aay persoa you see from this town, who does boI know 
that my situation is as I describe. If you or your sob 
vcre io favour with any bishop or patron, periiape it 
^ght bo gmtf ritaed (a have them puiia mo^ «t w^ 
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cited ; but I am do way proper to be tbe first mover, be 
cause there is oot one spiritual or temporal lord in In 
laud wbom I visit, or by whom I am visited, but am 8 
mere a mouk as any in Spain ; and there is not a clei 
gyman on the top of a mountain who so little converse 
with mankind, or is so little regarded by them, on an; 
other account except showing malice. All this I bea 
as well as I can; eat my morsel alone like a king, an 
am constantly at home when I 'am not riding or walkii^ 
Mhich I do often, and always alone. 

I give you this picture of myself out of old friendship 
from whence you may judge what share of spirits an 
mirth is now left me. Yet I cannot read at nights, ao 
am therefore forced to scribble something, whereof die 
things in ten are burned next morning. Forgive th 
.tediousness in the pen, which I acquire by the want * 
spending it in talk ; and believe me to be, with titifi t 
teem and friendship, 

Your most obedient humble servant, «&c. 



FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

Feb. 23y 1731-2. 

I LIKE to know my power (if it is so) that I can mal 

you uneasy at my not writing; though I shall not oft 

care to exert it, lest you should grow weary of me ai 

my correspondence ; but the slowness of my answer dc 

not come from the emptiness of my heart, but the emp 

ness of my head ; and that you know is nature's fau 

. not mine. I was not learned enough to know nan en 

lias been so long in fashion ; but every day convim 

me more of the necessity of it, not but that I often wi 

agaioBt myself; as for eii^»ixip\e) 1 ^^d^«3Xi believe y 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 125 

r 

are comiog to Eogland, because roost of your acquaint- 
auce tell me so; and jet I turo, and wind, and sifl your 
Jetters to find anj thiq|^,li^e it being true; "but instead 
of that, there I find, a: lawsuit, which is a worse tie by 
the leg thau your lameneiss. And pray what b " this 
hurt above my heel ?" Have you had a fellow feeling 
with my lord lieutenant''^ of the gout, and call it a sprain, 
^.as he does? who has lied so long and often to disguise 
it, that I verily think he has not a aew story left. Does 
he do the same in Ireland ; for there I hoped he would 
have given a better example ? 

I find you are grown a horrid flatterer, or else you could 
never have thought of any thing so much to my taste as 
this piece of marble you speak of for my sister Pene- 
lope,! which I desire may be at my expense. I cannot 
be exact, neither as to the time nor year, but she died 
soon after we came there, and we did not stay quite two 
years, and were in England some months before King 
William died. I wish I had my dame Wadgar's, or Mr. 
Ferrers' memorandum head, that I might know whether 
it was " at the time of goosebemes."J 

• The Duke of Dorset. 
1 f Lady Penelope Berkeley died in Dublin, wUile her father was ia 
the government, and was interred in St. Andrew^s church, under th« 
altar. No monument was erected to her memory till about this time,, 
when Dr. Swift caused a plate of black marble to be fixed in the waU 
over the altar piece, with this inscription : 

" Underneath lieth the body of the Lady Penelope Jerketey, 
daughter of the Right Hon. Charles, Earl of Berkeley. She 
died September the 3d, 1699.'* F. . 
t In the petition of Frances Harris to the lords justices, upon losing 
. ber purse, printed in tlte tenth volume of this collection, there sLre 
these verses *. 
. •* YesJ says the steward, I remember, when I was at my Lady 
Slirewsbury's, 
** Such a thiog as this happened just about the time of gooseber^ 
ries." 
This steward was Mr. Ferrers; and Dame Wadgar waa the oUL^eA^. 

w 2 
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Surely your IrMi air il veiy bdd fta- darls ; if Bfr 
Kelly's are > hukted ali^cady^ rnnke her croBft fetller V 
her oome over, Atidwe wmtid nttuse tier so in EnglaiM 
If my ducbem^ sees eompskHy iu li^momini^, you nee 
not g;nunbte At tlie hour ; H Mttitlie purely fronr gn\ 
complaiiNitiGe, for that aevte? MkB tier taste hete, thong 
she 18 ai early a riser As the getieratity of ladies are : aa 
I belicTe there are tiot rtmny dresBing-roocus in Lokidei 
InH fiiiue, M'here th^ early idle come. 

Adieu abruptly : for I iriU hfave no more fbtmal huH 
blc servants, with your whole uatne at the bottom, HM if 
'\ras askiDg yoU yolir cateehisrik. 



FROM SIR CHARLES WOGAN^ 

I HAVE the honour of a rcry obliging letter, firoa 
pei-soD whose peoetEatioir I flattered myself I ooold haf 
escaped ; alihough I might assuce him wit^ great aoo 
rity, that I never had a more earnest desire for any man 
acquaintance and frieml^ip than ibr his. Upon ti 

hooKkceper ui Lord Bef1tekl^6-ftimil:f ,. ithea be irsu cfae of tife Umt 
justice^ or Ireland. H. 

* Tlife Ducbe9» of Dorset H. 

t Thi§ ti^tft, wi'ietmt in the «plstohry ityte,. was aOdtessei tf> E 
Smlf by its author. Sir Charles W({g«ti, a gentieman at that tiaft 
"high retRitatlob^and much diMiDgtiiUicd at bioAt of the coiirtb of E 
ys»(>e. He «ra3 Of an anelebt Irish family, ahd nepbew to the famo 
Duke of Tj^rconnel; who-lrhs first ibhillite> to Ktnfg JhlMs II. ai 
btJniinatidfrr in chief oC his fbr^s, dttfStafr ffy r^sMehce io Irelftdd. 
Koiirse be was 1>rea iip m all the pyluAfU^ df JkdoMtistn, andi 
ing also a Rpnan catholic, was tiactored with all the bigotry oft 
Vtmes. \fe fi^^ed hu linfoi^tflhte InVStte tbto exiSe, where he«€ 
tinued to serve him with a zeal worthy of a bcffjEiar cause. See an t 
count of him at the eoft of Septeifiber, 1732; where the dean's letl 
Lere alluded to is printed; and a second letter ffott Sir Chai^ VI 

^;'2J2V£fi.t&.fliiteAiA^tfkn,ms, Hr. 
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lale occanoD, k is true, mj de»ig;n was lo have travelled 
aud been received incognito. I had taken mj measures 
for U 10 the best manner I could devise^ But aU my 
art and travesde was vaio» His Mentor warsuperior to 
flij UvaRHUy who could not avoid being discovcf ed, as 
i» tiK story of Teleraachua, and striking sail to a 
IMK €g»ited ^vinitj* I own I was somewhat coit- 
eeraed at m j beiag seen in my undress, through ali tlie 
nagnifi^nce of those drajguises I had put on. But Men^ 
tec has sa nmeb the air of a benign and friendly spirit, 
dttt ny confusion was soon oyer : and methiuks I could 
be exposed in the midst of all my defects, without any 
csueernr prm^ided it were only to those whom he judges 
worthy of Ills intimacy.. 

Nothing can be more distmguiishrng, in regard of an 
Bohappy people, than his character, of those abroad; nor 
RMice just tlian. his remarks upon the genius and sutTer-^ 
higt of ihosA at home. Baijacta est aUa :. the set of 
people Jie means^ c^tn no longer be looked upon as a u»> 
tjoa, either in or out of their country. Those who have 
eliooen a voluntary ec»le, to get rid of oppression^ have 
given tkeroselves up, witl» great gayety of spirit, to the 
daughter, in foreign and ungrateful service, to the num- 
ber of above 1 20,000^ men^ within these forty years.. 
The rest,, who have been content to stay at home, are 
Mducied to the wvetcbedxondition of the Spartan helots. 
X|iey are undev a. double slavery. They aepve their 
UnVDap lordUues^ who aiDe the more sevofe upon- them, 
beiaiise^ itiey d^re not yet hok upon the countiy as their 
own f irbile all together are under the supercilious do* 
Violon and jealousy of another overruling power. 

To return to our exilea. Mentor certainly does them 

tet justice which cannot be *deuied them by any of those . 

aatjons among whom they have served ; but it ia seldom 

IT ev*^ allowed tbem by those who can^iillA ^ibcv^k:^^ 

V 3 
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EDglish correctly. They have shown a great deal ol 
gallaDtry iu the defence of foreign states and princes, 
with very little advantage to themselves, but that of be- 
ing free ; and without half the outward marks of distioc- 
tiou they deserved. These southern governments are 
very slow in advancing foreigners to considerable ok 
gainful pi-efermeuts. Their chief attention is reserved 
for their own subjects, to make them some amends foi 
the heavy yoke they have laid over them. The only 
fruit the Irish have reaped by their valour b their ex- 
tinction ; and that general fame, which they have lost 
themselves, to acquire for their country, already lost, 
with respect to them. They had the honour of Ireland 
at lieart ; while those who actually possessed their coun- 
try, were little affected with any other glory than thai 
of England ; which they advanced with great braver} 
during all the late wars. They were content to forget 
they were Irishmen ; and England, in return for thai 
compliment, has graciously conferred upon them, as sh( 
still does, the first employments both at sea and land 
whereby they have been enabled to leave very comfort 
able establishments to their children : whereas the Irist 
exiles can only be said to have buried the synagogue will 
honour. They were undoubtedly the flower of the ca 
tholic distinction of subjects. They are extinct to i 
very inconsiderable number, and have not left one sihgfe 
settlement ip all the continent to any of their posterity 
They had always the post of honour allowed thenl, wher 
it was mixed with 'danger ; and lived in perpetual firf 
which was all they could bequeath as an inheritance t 
their issue, who are extremely few, on account of tli 
little encouragement given for begetting them. Tli 
very scum of French refugees have had much bett< 
treatment and fortune in those countries, where the 
irere only a charge to the governmcLt, than the JA 
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nobility and gentry have met with, where their courage 
and fidelity were io a great measure its support. Had 
-it not been much better for them to have gone in search 
ofuew establishments out of the known world, and made 
some settlement for themselveis and their posterity in the 
antipodes ? 

As I was but a new comer among them, I have often 
blamed their oien of chief distinction and sense, for hav- 
ing rejected the terms offered by the Prince of Orange 
to my uncle Tyrconnel, in favour of the Irish catholics 
in general, before the decisive battle of Aghrim ; which 
(by the by) till the sudden fall of their general, was 
fought with more bravery on their side, than any battle 
has been, perhaps for some centuries past, by any peo- 
ple under equal disadvantages. The prince was touch- 
ed with the fate of a gallant nation, that had made itself 
a victim to French promises, and ran headlong to its ruin 
for the only pivpose, in fact, of advancing the French 
•conquests in the Netherlands, under the favour of that 
hopeless diversion in Ireland, which gave work enough 
to 40,000 of the best troops of the grand alliarice of Augs- 
bourgh. He longed to find himself at the head of tlie 
■confederate army with so strong a reinforcement. In 
this anxiety he offered the Irish catholics the free ex- 
ercise of their religion ; half tlie churches of the king- 
dom ; half the employments, civil and military too, if 
they pleased, and even the moiety of their ancient pro- 
perties. These proposals, though they were to have 
had an English act of parliament for their sanction, were 
refused with universal contempt. Yet the exiles, in the 
midst of their hard usage abroad, could not be brought 
to repent of thtir obstinacy. Whenever I pressed them 
upon the matter, their answer was generally to. this pur- 
pose : " If England c^u break her public faith, in re- 
gard of the wretched articles o{ liVaimOL^ VS \£.^vui^ 
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iip a perpetual terror aod persecutioD over that parcel 
of miserable, uaBrmed peaBaotry, and dastard gcntiy we 
have left at home, without any other apology or pre- 
teooe f(x it, but her wanton fears and jealousies, what 
could have been expected by 4bo men of true vigour and 
spirit, if they had remained in their country, but acruei 
war, under greater disadvaoiages, or sudi a universal 
raassacre as our fathers have often bee« 4kreateDed with 
by the confederate rebels of Great Britain V^^^Adqmd 
nmfidi respimsitfiu Yet their liberty and glory abrosft 
is but the price of their blood : aud^ even at that ex- 
pense, they have only purdiased a more lioiiouraUe 
htuddama.* 

It was impossible for a people to tbHve^ after having 
been driven by their too warrantable dbtrust of Xkek 
enemies, into the snares laid for them by tlieir false 
fiiends. France, upon their arrival, gave tliem a cruel 
reform of their officeiB and of their pay for a welcome, 
•by a scandalous breach of faith ; sacrificed them to hv 
wars ; made their zeal and spirit the dupes of liqr idle 
pretences ; and, at last» inhumanly disbanded great nuph 
bers of them to the wide world, after the peace of ily^ 
wick. Had they been kept together in one body froai' 
the be^ning, to the number of 30,000 nen, accordisg 
to the promise that tempted them partly to quit their 
country, they had aiade a much better figure in th& 
workL lUchelien's politics were against it.^ fie was a 
great master, particularly in the judgment he had fonu' 
ed of the valour of his ieouotry (nen ; since he has left it 
on record, that bodies of foreign troops must be mixed 
with French, in order to give them emulation- Upon 
this account die Irish were parcelled by brigades amoog 
the many armies entertained by the French king. M- 
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tfaoagh tills repailhion was very mortifying; to theitv 
they evei* behaved in their several basids apart with par- 
dailat distioctioB. They never found thenselves te 
any eDgagement, wiiere they did not pierce the opposite 
caemy. ICot one reginent of then ever fled, till it was 
ia a ntamier left alone ; and daring all tiie late wars, in 
whMi tlieir.prlncipais were gcneraUy worsted, they can- 
net be said to have lost two paur of colours. The French 
never gained a vietoty, to which those lurndfuls of Irish 
Were not laiown to have contribnted in a singular man- 
ner ; iior lost a battle, in which they did not preserve, 
or rather augment Uieir reputation, by carrying off 
coloura ftnd standards fiNnn the victorious enemy. From 
this We may conclude, without any great vanity, that 
they had been an impenetrable phalanx, if they had been 
sHoi^ed to continue in one body ; aiul that, instead of 
aequlrfi^ gtory by retail, they bad gained complete vie^ 
tories as one single brigade of them did at MellaKo, b«r- 
kig driven Uie whole German army into the town or the 
tea, after they had been deserted by the Spanish troo^ 
tad generals to a man. Yet their principal officers, who 
kav« idgnalifeed tbemselveis equally upon all occastens^ 
hife been advanced to no higher preferment than that 
sf llMitenaHt general ; whereas Scots, 'Germans, Llvonl- 
Ims, ICaHans, have been promoted to the dignity of 
fearMials of France. But as the valour of the trisb ia 
ijhready tsiken for granted abroad, and their 2eaT turned 
^to a sort <^ ridicule, on account of the unprecedented 
usage it has met at home^ K is modestly presumed alt 
over tlie world, that they scarce need any reward Ibr 
their virtue, but their virtue akme. 

I liave been )at a loss fmr the cause of this odd dek* 
Koy, Chat attends the Irish catholics ia aH foreign. court» 
and countries. They are the first called upon for any 
secrice dmt reqtdres fidelity and teictaS&QSk;^ ^ »ti 
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distinguished with any eroioent marks of hoDOUt* or ad- 
▼antage. Let them behaye ever so well, if it be thought 
fit to give them any recompense, it is always ioferior to 
what might be judged sufficient for men of any otha 
country in the like case. Whatever others might be en- 
titled to grumble at as a reward, must be received by 
them as a gift. Whatever is taken from them either at 
home or abroad is lawful prize. Their zeal, in regard of 
loyalty and religion, has been so cruelly misrepresented, 
and their unparallei sufferiogs so .involved in shades, or 
clad with au air of justice, that they are become a by- 
word in all countries alike ; which are perfectly agreed 
to keep them low. after the examule of their own princes, 
upon a presumption that they could not have been used 
so extremely ill, if they had not in some measure de- 
served it. A long and perpetual train of misfortunes 
has a strange tendency toward putting a people in the 
wrong; or, at best, making tliem the objects of ridicule. 
The Irish, for having been steady tu their principles, and 
not as cunning knaves as the two neighbouring natiooS) 
have groaned, during the two last centuries, under ati 
the weight of injustice, calumny, and tyranny, of which 
there is no example, in equal circumstances, to be shovo 
iu any history of the universe. All this calumny has 
been sounded into the ears of all Europe by their ene- 
mies both foreign a;id domestic ; and thereby gained 
credit, more or less, on account of not having been suffi- 
ciently controverted or refuted in time. Their constant 
misfortunes have given a sort of sanction to all this im- 

.posture and iniquity. They could not defend themselves* 
in the midst of so much division at home, from so 

. many powerful and confederated euemieii, who had 
alienated the hearts of their very sovereigns from them, 
in order to make him the first, and them the last victioos 
a/* the tragedy. X In the mean tjue they were involved 
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in too much var, or Id too much miseiy, to be the rr- 
laters of their own story with any advantage ; or found 
the English language as backward as the English 
■ nation and government, to do them common -justicci 
Their enemies have spared them the labour with a ven- 
geance. 

TIjc mongrel historians, of the birth of Ireland, from 
^tanihurst and Dr. King down to the most wretched 
ecribbler, cannot aflbrd them a good word, in order to 
curry favour with England. Our callow bards of the 
drama, with the same view, draw their first pens against 
their country, and force their way into the world througli 
their mother's womb. The English writers take the 
hints from them with pleasure ; and delight in gratifying 
the flattest nonsense, and most silly artifices, upon 
teigueism, to divert that honest generation of numskulls, 
the mobs of England, from the Land's End to Berwick- 
upon-Tweed, in regard of improprieties in the turn of a 
foreign speech or accent, totus mundus egit histrionem ; 
but the genuine characters of a nation ought to be as 
sacred even upon the stage, as in history. In the days 
of King Charles the Second, the Irish bravery and fi- 
delity had the applause of whole theatres ; but now no* 
thing but Irish stupidity, and wretched small craft, will 
go down even upon that of Dublin. 

As all the honour the protestant Irish have acquired 
by their pen or their swords, passes generally for Eng- 
lish; so the English and their adherents in Ireland, 
have been in a long confederacy, before Clarendon ap- 
peared, to suppress or tarnish all the renown accruing to 
that unhappy country, from the worth and gallant ac- 
tions of the catholics. Their pens are ever dipped in 
bitterness and detraction; as if whatever could be 
reckoned valuable in that unfortunate people, were a 
lessening to the honour of the Eqs\\&V\ ix'diCvQ^ Va^Xas^x 
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all their ioceoie is addressed. However, though die 
have dooe horrible outragfa to justice and veracity, b 
fropagatiog lieg, more or less, all over the world, the 
raust be allowed to have acted with great sagacity, i 
favour of tliemfielveSi For if the Irish had Dot been n 
presented with uocoiomoD industry, aod in full cry, as 
baii>arous and stupid people, breakers of public fait! 
cowardly murderers of the ionooeut, without auy provi 
cation, in every corner of their countiy ; rebels to the 
lawfiil sovereigns, in whose defence they have ruioe 
and annihilated themselves; all these attributes (ezcei 
that of folly) had necessarily follen to the share of Em 
land ; and she roust have been looked upon by the wlioi 
universe,, as the most lawless and inhuman tyrant upc 
the face of the earth. Yet all this villany ought qs 
in strict justice, to be imputed to her. She had not gw 
all those lengths of cruelty and iniquity, if she bad n 
been under Ihe force of Cromwell, and the influence < 
a Clarendon. 

In the mean time Ireland is left to trapea in her d 
draggle-tailed weeds, by her own children; bribed, b 
their attention and respect for England, to abandon be 
to all the dirt and barbarism laid at her door by hi 
ancient and modern enemies ; while other coiuitries ai 
brightening up in their story and character by the indu 
tiy of their writers successively labouring to adorn then 
The newest accounts given all over Europe, of the soi 
feiuus, improvement and customs of Ireland, may li 
dated 400 years aga ^e is btill reckoned as savage f 
she was under the oppression of tlie Danes, or after th 
first incursion of the English, who drove her, in spite i 
her volmtary submission, into wilduesa For, after al 
Sf I invite p^ple civilly into vftj house, and they wi 
not admit me to sit at my own fire, but rather will groi 
moieot, and force my family u> hfttd ia tKe bare coui 
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luomg: mf c&tUe, whleh I caimet reekea my ottrn, bnt 
npoD the foot ofabeir vill and pleasure^ I muat eitbee 
quit my dwelliog^ ateagetber, or laj about me like a aiad^ 
■ao till I can repCMeess it. 

On account of this perpetual silence about Ireland^ 
ftH Europe looks upon her as under a constant ibg, the 
leat of dulnesa, and Ibe dismal mansion of ignorance and 
AslreaB. Scarce anj people are taken ka mere Irish, 
dtfaer in England or on (he continent, but the vulgar of 
thecountrj, and the few unfortunate extka. Thevevji 
dHtinction carries in tlie face of it a lessening, and strikes 
the fancy with the ungratefiil idea of misery. Besideflii 
the arms oC wbiggfens are extremely long, and reach theia 
to their remotest baiuDls. There are a thousand )up 
itances of this enchantment; and, notwithstanding the 
knovm ingratitude of France, some of the Irbh had 
been roar6chals of France before now : the whole voicf 
of that nation waA for them ; but the fear of disobliging 
the present government of England, gave a ciieck t* 
Ukeir promotion. As for the new nobility and gentry of 
belflnd, they pses curreudy for English abroad, and 
DubKn, tlie fourth city of Christendom, is still taken for 
BO more than the Eblana of Ptolemy. 

Thiw Ireland has not only lost all her ancient progeny 
of any distinction, and seen ihem buried under the ruina 
of calumny and distren, by the overbearing pride and 
power of those several swarms of inmates thrown in upon 
her, at several times, and supported by her masters of 
Great Britain; those very colonies are no sooner settled 
in that countiy, and warmed into affection for it, thaa 
they are taken for mere Irish too ; and so must be driven 
off to make room for new ones. Yet all this is not 
enough. Ireland might still have some name in the 
worid, if she were allowed what belongs to her : But 
ibe is ftri|]ped into the bargtin ot d\ ^ >B»«meii lao^ 
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merit that might redound to her, eiilier from the actions 
or geniuses of her latter ofTFpriDg. Tiie very name of 
Irish carries so uncouth an idea along with it, especially 
in England, that all those who depend chieflj upon her 
for their fortune, or their fame, are shy, at their first set- 
ting out, of making an open confession of their country, 
and suffer themselves to pass for English ; while Eog- 
laod permits the cheat to pass upon the rest of the world, 
and naturalizes them by a tacit consent ; upon the mo- 
dest presumption that wit and merit, such as theirs, can 
be only of her own growth. Thus England, without 
being at the pains of assuming it, is allowed a right to 
all those who have either written or fought in English, 
with any distinction, as Scotland impudently whips awaj 
from Ireland all her old saints and her sophists, on ac- 
count of having shared with her the same name ofSco* 
tia. The Ushers, Boyles, Congreves, Garths, Deuhans, 
Swifts, Ormonds, Cadogans, Aylmers, Sic, are all taken 
for English in foreign countries. Mac Flecno, and all 
the wretched adepts in metaphysics, are counted Irish in 
course : We have but one Dunse of irrefragable fame, 
the father of Dunses by thousands all over Europe; and 
the Scots have kidnapped him from us, by the consent or 
connivance of all modern dictionaries, notwithstanding 
the number of sherills and sheriffs' bailiffs, of tlie same 
name, upon the records of our ancient city of Dublifi. 
In short, what can Ireland have left her, but her bogs 
and her stupidity, since England and Scotland have 
swept away the stakes? If we must give up all our 
great men of war and figure to England, let her even 
show us the example, and resign to the Normans her 
Plantageneta, Talbots, and Nevills, conquerors of France. 
However, we will not stick out in our controversy 
about these mighty men. They shall belong to Eng^ 
jMod, inace they have made her a present of their arma 



DOCTOR SWIFT 137 

and allegiance. But, in the name of wonder, let lu have 
our men oS^ pai-ts and letters. ■ Let not the English witit, 
and particularly my friend Mr. Pope (whom I had the 
honoiu' to bring up to London, from our retreat in tile 
forest of Windsor, to dress a la mode, and introduce at 
WilPs cofiee-house) run down a country, as the seat of 
.dulness, to whose geniuses be owns himself so much in- 
debted. What encomiums does he not lay out upon 
Boscommon and Walsh, in tire close of his excellent 
Essay upon Criticism ? How gratefully does be express 
his thanks to Dr. Swift, Sir Samuel Garth, Mr. Coeh 
prove, and my poor friend and neighbour. Dr. Parnell, 
ID the preface to his admirable translation of the Iliad, 
in return for the many lights and lessons they adminis- 
tered to him, both in the opening, and the prosecution of 
that great undertaking ? Is it possible that these heroes 
of wit and learning, whom he commemorates with so much 
applause, and of whom he glories in having been the pu«- 
pil, could have been of tlie buth of Ireland ? while £ug- 
laod could only furnish him with titled pageants and 
uaiues of quality, litter to swell and encourage the sub- 
scription, than to polish or enrich the performance ? But, 
granting they were Irishmen ; that, it seems, is no manner 
of ai^ument in favour of their country. Were not ajl 
tliose lights and le^ssons given by them to Mr. Pope, in 
the purer air of England ? Was it not to that air alone 
thej owed the refinement and elevation of their geniuses? 
Mr. Pope, though the best natured man living, to my 
luiowledge, had laughed at them with great gaiety, had 
Ihey preicn^Ied to forward any notices or instructions to 
Mm by leders written under their native fogs. 

I remember to have been present at a scene humour- 
ous enough, upon this very subject, at WilKs cofl'eci 
liouse. The snges there, in profound contemplation, 
were very gravely oilcriug theii* several ceaaouft^ HiVsc^ 
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was an uaivereal joj throughout ; all were sure of be 
iDI^ charmed the next Suodaj. If io the negative, th 
poor doctor was left, on that day, to preach to the ban 
walla." 

While Bob held forth in this manner, with a v&] 
grave phiz, that covered a wicked undersneer, verj na 
tnral to him, the scene (I must own), was admirable, -i 
regard to the auditory ; and could giva a by-staode 
room to form a certain judgment of the weight of braia 
tliat came to the share of every one of them. Upou tb( 
opening of the discourse, all ears were alert : .it was \ 
solemn silence and profound attention ! for when tha 
demogorgon, Ireland, is to be run down, it is wonder 
ful how almost every English heart bounds for joy 
Before Bob had brought his father back from Holybeac 
the first time, some had sense enough to see the ridicule 
levelled at themselves, and sneaked off. Others ver( 
f numskull'd as to wait for the sermon comfiosed k 
Anglesey, and delivered with applause at St. Mican'i^ 
whereat a sudden light broke in upon their noddles ; 
they could stand the joke no longer, and slunk awaf 
too. But when it came to the unhappy cousequeocefi 
of the doctor's taking physic, the^ wliole shoal of vir 
tuosoes were sensible to the stroke, and voided the rooo 
at once, except one blue, one green ribbon, and a lieuU^ 
nant-general of the queen's army, that had courage and 
insipidity enough to hear the |)oor doctor preach to the 
bai'C walls. Then the cloud that had hun«r so Ions aod 
so obstinately over their intellectuals, disappeared- 
However, they were too stout to quit the field as theif 
betters had done, and so contented themselves with cart- 
ing sheep's eyes and silly leers at each other, while Bob 
and I enjoyed their stupidity. 

This received notion of dulness in the Irish, has not 
iakeu its liae irom the mob, though they gladly join in 
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the trji The Englkfa populace, the blantest and most 
BoeDlighieDed race of people in Europe, are ^iocapable 
ef making so nke a discovery. They can readily ima- 
poe that the Irish have horns lind hoofs : and it has 
been found easy and of excellent use in politics, not very 
loog ago, to persuade them that every Irishman was 
^ somewhat more than of Venner's gang; since, instead 
of only chasing, he was to have slain his thousands. 
What afiects the English mob, with reganl to Irishmen, 
ii terror. Our English ancestors, despatched into Ire- 
land, and their descendants, have taken effectual care 
to fasten this bugbear upon their mother country, and 
represent the Irish as monsters and cannibals, in order 
to justify their own more barbarous oppressions upon 
that people. These dreadful ideas have left so strong 
ao impression, that even at this day, when the nations 
ne more mixed than they have been formerly, an Irish- 
nuin is looked upon by the vulgar in England, remote 
from great towns, as a rawhead and bloody-bones ! It 
is therefore that the rumour spread of an Irish massacre 
ittid been found, of all stratagems, the most eflectual to- 
ward promoting any change of government in England, 
i^ the extreme facility of raising a fright in the good 
people there, whenever the Trojan horse is supposed to 
be filled with Irishmen. This may suffice to excuse 
that honest generation of mortals (for whom I have a 
Iteat regard, as I have a real concern for all men that 
are easily thrown into a panic fear) from having had 
any hand in introducing the opinion of Irish dulness. 
That grand arcanum could be discovered only by the 
anblimer geniuses of England. 

However, this opinion, foolishly attributed to the cli- 
mate, has some truth in it, with regard to thoae remnants 
of old nobility and gentty, who have been stripped by 

the iniquity of Cromwell, and the greites ^vt^ ^ CXvm^ 
VOL, xvau A 
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doD, of ail thty had a tide to, except the blood and spi^ 
rit of then ancestors. These are a severe aed a vecj. 
iiicoDvcnieDt burden to them at home, wliei-e thcj are 
qbliged to keep them under hatches iu the Deighboiu> 
hood of barracks, and of more tjraunical justices of 
peace. There are in Ii eland a thousand well-bom Bnir 
tdses of this kind, T\'liose souls are stupified by the perr 
petual dread of persecuiioii, and dare not peep out of 
their bodies, lest thej should fall under the lash of the 
penal laws. But snatch these potatoc mongers from 
tlieir immediate slavery, or from the ploughshares to 
which their fathers have been reduced, into ait air of 
liberty and politeness ; transplant tliem but for oo€ 
month into the hotbeds of London, how sudden is the 
change 1 how surprising the iinprovement ! The booby 
instantly commences beau, bully, sharper, and cucfc- 
qld-makcr with a vengeance ! he is passe^ prata, 
viUj Jack of all trades ; all fire, all mercury, in the 
turn of a hand ! With what dexterity does he cmptf 
' the pockets of that notable son of earth, the £ii^liflh 
squire, at seven or eleven ? What a sturdy badk is he 
to a bashful English peer ? What an awe does his bo- 
dest assurance create in all the assemblies of men ? How 
do the Tendon ladies fall into (its at his approach, alarm* 
ed at the sight ef his broad shoulders, and engagingf 
ttioiigh Eomewliat rough, addresses ? But, to concludo 
this wonderful metamorphose of mere animals into smut 
and dexterous fellows, by the change of air, though It 
may go against one's stricter morals to justify their in- 
dustry ; it is hard to blame them for taking what repri" 
i?als they can upon the public in England, by way of re- 
vengc, or at least some amends for the irreparable 
wrongs and losses at home. 

In the mean time^ it is impossible for an upright and 
gtmd natured sphrit,' not \o \oQ»k ¥i\Ui conceni upon ths 
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ibdmaa slavery of the poor in Ireland. Since they 
we neither libeitjr nor schools allowed them ; since 
leir clergy, generally speaking, can have no Iearnin«i 
lit what they scramble for, through the extremeties of 
old and hunger, in the dirt and egotism of foreign uni- 
crsities; since all together are under the perpetual 
read of persecution, and have no security for the eujoy- 
Knt of their lives or tiieir religion, against the annual 
bunders of tlie English Vatican, but the presetit ttiomeut : 
tow can it be expected they should keep clear of su- 
)erstition, which is so elegantly and so truly called by 
t modern author, the spleen of the soul ? But that of 
By spirit is u\), and I must out with it, after having ask* 
)d pardon of my friend Mr. Pope, for having animad- 
verted upon his jokes in the Dunciad, with regard to 
freland. Those railleries are so agreeable to the hu~ 
Bwirof the world in general, that, like favourite viccf?^ 
:hey carry their excnse along with them. 

^ Hen patria ! infidis nimium vicina Britaunis ; 
Olun altrix divCira ; soboli jam saepe noverca 
bora tuse, inque dies aliis data prteda Colonis. 
Te, dum spernit, arat novus accola : mox ubi cultam 
Diligit, illicit! pccnas luit exul amoris ; 
&ut sua coUa jugo, demissis auribus, ultro 
Aptat, inops animi, et jam non ^ua seminat arva. 
Bic, uno excusso, te comprimit alter adulter 
R^equior, et ticortum infoelix post improba calcat 
Oseula ; seu Scotus ille rap&x, seu Saxo superbus. 
^uis Deus hisce favet stupris ? tua deperit usque 
Sthrps autiqua ; novis solum licet esse beatis : 
toque vicem sese tam dlra examina pelhint 
Certatira : tibi rara quies ; tibi perfidus idem 
ttostk et hospes ioest. Qui dividit, imperat Anglys^ 
Immerii^m in terry matrem le acWvc^V \i\i%tsi 
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Temuere fes, et ainare nefas ? Quis strenuus aiolt 
Consiilnisse tibi, et noo immemtMr esse p'arentis, 
Semper id exitiuro pneceps ruit Iniininet aoglai, 
Iratisquefniidivisjubet; utque tumescit 
Bile jccur, crudelis et iroplacabiln,in8tat. 
lleligio dat opem sceleri ; nee deficit atrox 
Inter, quos iovita paris, discordia fratres. 
Tantis victa malk servit fortuna Medusae 
Angliae ; at horrificos an^cs quatit ista quotannis, 
Ut libet esse truci ; seu riimpere foedera malit, 
Seu fera bella ciet civilia ; spargere pestes 
Vafra, dies condit laetos ; tibi turpis egestas, 
Et metus et dolus, et nialesuade peritia leguro 
Invigilaot : at oec melior, ueque fortior ilia, 
Ni'divisa mas ; di tu tibi ssevior hostis. 
Nee satis est in vota tuse juilsse tyraunse, 
£t coluisse novos reouenti poplite ritus, 
Improba si roiserani dod rideat, atque cateoes 
Crimioa ficta tuis et dedecus insuper addat 
Historiis fallax mordacibus : iode per orbem 
Justis victa diis, simul immiserabilis audis. 
Dilm despecta jaces, Angli pueri atque puellae 
Illudent, impund rudem, stolidamque notantes, 
Et magis iosulsi jocus es et fabula vulgi. 
IjDdique te lacerent spiaee ; rapit Anglia flores^ 
Usque tuos: • . . . 
. . . . Frustra tibi lucet Apollo 
Gratus, et seterDo faverunt carmine Musse : 
Fjrustra aoimos virtute tuos Mars impiger auxit : 
Cedit Id AogligeDas decus et laus transfuga Aires. 
Nimirum qQodcumque tui fecere nepotes 
Fortiter, aut sacris moDiti scripsere camaenis, 
Uesinit esse tiiura ! nee geos ioimica cachinois 
Parcit,dura tibi raptat opes; tua spleudida meodax 
taduit et falsis oval \QBagiata Vro||fYkttW 
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Proh scelus ! HarpTse maDibus dum plaudit utrisqiKi, 
Te nudam atque ioopem totus te sibilat orbis ! 
Nempe nee e gnatis aderit, qui vindicet ultor 
Eanivias ? si nemo domi, nisi proditor, ausim 
Ferre, parens, licet exul, openo. Sanxisse nefandam, 
Aut siluisee uefas fraudera. Mauet unicus heros. 
Ictus amore tui miserse (cognoroeii Achillei 
Is, V6^ai ««t>$,.habet) nee tantis hostibus impav, 
Sortb et invidis pei^t tela aspera contra, 
£t quatit indomitam,. mediis in miilibus, hastam. 
Immemor ipse^, spretae memor usque parentis, 
Hie tibi fidus adest — Hoc uno excepto, alienos 
Quisque domi patitur manes ; estque omnis Hibernus 
Speye, metuye Anglus." 

The remains of the Irish (ReliquiiB Danautn atque 
mmitis AchilkiJ labour under another very great incon- 
veoieDce. They are far from partaking of the iudul- 
geoce, or rather privil^e allowed to all other people, 
ty an exemption from any general cliarge on account of 
pergonal defects w villanies. If one Irishman, of any 
dkiactionr be found a blockhead, a knave, a traitor, or 
coward, there arises a certain mirth upon the discovery, 
unoDg strangers of all kinds, especially the English ; as 
if they were glad to light upon an example in that na- 
tioo, of what is a pretty general rule in most countriei^ 
>t this time of day. But, where they dare joke npom 
it, the single blot is imputed, with great gayety, to that 
whole people. Thus all Ireland is made answerable f^r 
the faults of every one of her children ; and every on^ 
of these bears the *whoIe weight of hiscoiuatry upon hb 
iboulders. This is the greatest of all compliments, ii 
taken in a right light. It pre-supposes a certain iufalli* 
Ulity annexed to the Irish alone, which makes tb^ 
World eojoj apjr ^exception from U ^ vV\\ ^ xcrai^d^ ^^-^ 
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sure. lo tbiB uncouth attitude the Irishman must, in 
his own defence, and that of his whole country, be binyer, 
and more nice, in regard of his reputation, than it is 06' 
cessarj for any other man to foe. All that be getsgeo6 
rally for his pains, is the character of having behaved 
as might be expected from an Irishman : yet, if there be 
any crime or mistake in his conduct, not only he, but 
tus whole country Is sure to pay for lU This, in stnd- 
pess, regards only the Irishmen abroad ; those at bone 
may bq EDglishmeii, and join in the banter, when tbsy 
please. I 

All this b owing to the calumny dispersed^ time tat | 
of mind, by the tongues and pens of tlie two ndgbbcwr* 
ing nations, in brder to justify their own barbarous pro* 
ceediiigs in regard of that unhappy people. But, not to 
mispend our time upon those trretched historians tod 
geographers, who have continued so long to mislead the : 
world in that respect, there has appeared, of late, a 
writer of importance, the malignity of whose aspcrsioin 
upon the Irish, has spread itself, with an air, both >t 
home and abroad. This is the famous Lord ClarendoUt 
whose long Iqgend is translated into French.. He was 
the man generally employed by King Charles the First, 
in that ruinous paper war he unfortunately waged with 
his parliamentarians, nrho never entered into negotiatjon 
with him, but with a view of imposing upon the peopk) 
and procuring a respite for themselves, when they wei^ 
inferior in the field. In this iktal medley of war and 
peace, both out of their proper sieason, the king was un- 
done, as well as the church and monarchy, by the noiS' 
ture of fear and corruption that reigned in Clarendon, 
and his fellows of the privy council/ They engaged 
him to ^trip himself of his rights in favour of his rebels} 
imd then took effectual care to alienate his mind frooi 
the most loyal subjects, espieidaWy Wa ImV ^hooi they 
j^preseoied as a pawV ol \\iktewixwva \uVx^^^^ 
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fleuseless brutes, io order to deter him from acceptiog all 
tltej were worth in men and mooej, to support hissiuk- 
mg cause. These notable couoseliors^ after having done 
idl the Yile work inspired to them by their cowardice, 
tw their hollow iotrigueg with parliameDt, fled geoerally 
te it, and became its dupes at last. The king, robbed 
bf their infusions of the assistance of bis most gallant 
and loyal friends, both in £ngland and Ireland, fouiid 
iiimself obliged to fly to the Scots, who soon delivered 
him up to his mortal enemies. 

• Clarendon followed the fate of the royal son, and 
would not suffer him to transport himself into Ireland, 
at the instance of that English hero, Lord Digby, in or- 
der to vindicate his own cause, and that of his father, 
while he was yet alive. By his removal into France, 
that was then, and a long time beforr, in a tacit confede- 
racy with the parliament, the father lost his life upon 
the scaffold ; the loyalists, and especially the Irish, were 
devoted to destruction soon after, for having been willing 
to support the king, in spite of his council. They lost 
their lives, and all their lands at home, under the vio- 
Jenee of a triumphant rebellion, when they had no 
prince to countenance or unite them. Numbers follow- 
ed the royal exile ; changed sides with him, as he was 
iibliged to change protection with the contending powers 
of France and Spain ; served him faithfully, and assist- 
ed him in his distress. But the Clarendons of the couu- 
til had contrived matters so well, that the father king 
could not maintain his rights, because they would not let 
Mm trust his friends; nor the son ever be restored, 
but by the declared enemies and assassins of his father. 
At the restoration, that ought to have settled the fun- 
damentals both of church and state, Upon a basis no 
more to be shaken by popular commotions, the joy was 
10 u&iFejn^ throughout, upon the m^\^ ^ ^isi^ >»sv% 
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and his people, that thej uDhappilj passed their time la 
capping of courtesy and coBipliraents with each other. 
The kiuf would exact nothing from them with an air oi 
cesolution, out of pure modesty and grateful deference 
to Ids restorers. Though he was verj hard put to it foi 
the maintaining of his own family, and in no manner ol 
condition to reward his fellow siiJferers, he was advisedj 
forsooth, only to recommend to hb people, with great 
bunility, what he should have demanded with authority 
ibr the redress of his and their former wrongs, and tbc 
farther security both of the temporal and spiritual es- 
tablishmentv The people, on the other hand, were 
grown so weary of their past servitude, and so charmtd 
to see their lawful prince among them, that they waited 
only for his commands, to show their prompt obedieuct^ 
and looked upon all his slight overtures, as things he 
had very little at heart 

In this giddy inCerval, the occasion of securing the 
rights both of church and state was lost: and the prime 
minister Clarendon, who was taken for the king's second 
sel( profited by the mutual ecstacy of king and people^ 
to advance the ends of his own avarice and ambatioB. 
While the prince, after so tedious an exile, gave himseU 
up to the enjoyment of his present happiness, the sub 
jects squared all the regulations of government, atid the 
measures of justice, by the standard of Clarendon, whom 
they reckoned the faithful echo of their master's inteai' 
tions. The plans of ecclesiastical and civil establisb 
ments wei'e equally committed to his care ; and he hip 
left such a gangrene in both, as has since reached their 
very vitals. The church, it is true, was restored to her 
livings; but her pales were so ill fenced, that an rnuD* 
dation of all those sectaries, who had so lately borne her 
down to the ground, has forced its way into her very 
taactnarj ^ and wbfte tViey f!reidk»is\7 «q5&\ \!^t v^me 
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to subsist, appropriate to themselves all her riches and 
authority. Clarendoo, in that happy conjuncture, might 
have gone the lengths of Laud and Strafford with sue- 
cess. But their undaunted zeal never could fhhabit 
such a heart as his. They had rendered her one of the 
most firm and amiable societies in the univei'se, free from 
. tyranny, inaccessible to heresy : whereas, in her present 
state, she is become the helpless victim of Clarendon's 
politics, and neither durst stand by her principles, nor 
assert her doctrine, while all her hierarchy is in hetero- 
dox hands. Whatever the appearances may be, she has, 
in fact, changed places with her adversary. Presbytery • 
is become episcopal ; and she is reduced, in regard of 
her authority and livings, to be only presbyterian ; in 
diort, she has taken a huge dose of laudanum ; and is in 
no danger, though she have no pulse, because she haj? 
been forced to sleep extremely sound. 

All this has befallen the church, as a necessary conse- 
quence of Clarendon's horrible prevarications and in- 
justices with respect to the state. In all national 
churches, loyalty and religion are linked in a very close 
union, and tend naturally to the support of each other. 
Where t!;^ one is wounded in any essential part, the 
evil is taking, and the other suffers of course. Claren- 
don opened the administration of King Charles the Se- 
cond with the most unexampled and impolitic scene, in 
regard of monarchy, that ever appeared in the world. 
The church and monarchy had been just rescued front 
the claws of a horrid rebellion^ Those loyalists, whom 
neither the corruption of the former privy council, nor 
the lerrors of the parliament, h^ withdrawn from their 
zeal for the rpyal cause, had been long groaning under 
cruel oppression or miserable exile. They had now 
reason, to flatter tliemselves, not ou\y ^\\S[v ^Isv& "Ms^cMifi:^ 

^ of ibeir /ands, but the reward ol \!bfta tuS^ro^^ ^^^ 

g2 
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^ aervicefit. But, though thotisands of loyal families had 
beeu undone by the rebellioD, Clareudon, by impoaiog 
OQ ilia master's iudoleuce and facility, ordered matters 
so, that he uras the only considerable gainer by the re- 
storation, and made liis fortune by perpetuating the dis- 
tress and unaccountable hard fate of tlie cavaliers, aftei 
Hie return of their prince. Those men of quality alone; 
M'ho had the king's immediate favour, or cunning enougi; 
to deal with the chancellor in his own ivay, were rein 
stated in their lands. The rest, and the far greatei 
jMunbei^ were left ta the wide world, or the permissioc 
of sharping by a lottery, which unworthy resource wai 
8000 taken from them. The rebek and their issue, th( 
spawn of fanaticism and rebdlion, were continued ii 
Iheir ill-gotten possessions; and consequently, as the] 
bad art enough to dissemble their oM religion and prin 
f^iples, were gayly admitted into the best preferment 
both in church and stat^ and lent a helping hand to al 
their brethren is iniquity, under the same mask. Th 
abaa^oned cavaliers, and their disinherited offspring 
must even make the best of a bad world ; and sine 
they were undone by loyalty, endeavour to repair thei 
broken fortunes by faction, and lie in wait fot an oppoi 
tunity to be revenged of the royal family. This coul 
not be long missing in a government, the majority c 
whose supporters were divided against it by their rotte 
and antimonarchical principles ; and therefere it is ol 
servable^ that the most strenuous opposers of the royi 
cause sioce Ihe restoration, were, and still are, the d( 
vcendants of those families that had behaved with tfi 
staunchest loyalty in. the days of King Charles tli 
First. 

Thus the proeeediogs of Clarendon, upoa the reston 
^doa, ooij laid in aeed Iw % Var^T cxoi^ of rebellioi 
Sow eomld the citur«b%iid mottvc^YKy xYiA^t&^Vry \^m^ 
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iiig Uieir coveit foes in their very bosom, and obligiog 
their only friends to become their inveterate enemies i' 
No loyalty in the universe, but the Irish alone, could 
be proof against such usage. ISo church in Christen- 
dom, not even the catholic, could stand firm and united, 
if sectaries of all the present denominations were admit* 
ted, upon the merit of one ceremony, or rather chosen 
to make up her hierarchy. And thus Clarendon, by 
his unjust and interested politics, has been the I'eal 
father of whiggism, the second edition corrected and 
amended of the Roundheads, that has found the way to 
make au indisputable property of Ireland, and to turn 
the natural frame of the church and state of England 
hars de page, by the address of stepping into their 
places. 

This may seem hard upon the memory of that gentle- 
man ; but, after the most impartial reflection, it vill be 
found undoubted truth. The gallant Lord Digby open- 
ed the charge against him in parliament, the third year 
of his mal-administration, to no piu'pose. His ascendant 
was still too prevalent over the king and the English na- 
tion. Most of the rebellious members, who owed their 
all to him, were yet alive ; and the univemtics had noi 
yet had time to form the youth to the ancient principles 
of honour and integrity. At length the veil was dra^n 
off, and the eyes of the whole nation opened upon the 
iniquity of Clarendon, during the most loyal and wise 
session of parliament that perhaps ever was seen in Eng- 
land. But it was too late. Foundations could not be 
removed then, without threatening the whole buildipg 
once again. The only redress that could be found for 
such a heap of crying injustices, that are, and ever must 
be, in force, was the head of Clarendon, that contrived 
and established them : an admirable- state- mender, who 

cb 3 
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had found no other expedient for the support g( tli^ 
monarchj) but that of putting loyalty to death ! 

He fled his country and hb master, after lie had done 
them all the mischief he could, because he durst not 
stand his trial. He vanished, and left a horrible stench 
behind him to this day. The few friends he had, upon 
his impeachment, could find no defence for him against 
the vile treachery of having kept correspondence with 
his master^s enemies during his exile, and made a viat, 
incognito, to Cromwell, upon his return from his embas- 
sy in Spain. He had no pretence to secure him from 
the vengeance due to his former crimes, but that ample 
act of oblivion he had penned himself upon the restora** 
tion, and had made so vastly comprehensive,, in order to 
find room in it for his own iniquity. But that mare 
vuipwM could not save him from the prodigious charge 
of having sold, not settled, the whole kingclom of Ireland 
afterward. His flight alone could rescue him from the 
wrath of the whole English nation against him, for his 
liaving doomed so many thousands of innocent, or rather 
of meriting people, to the utmost extremities of shame^ 
cold and hunger, to serve the purposes of his own corrup- 
tion, and make rebellion as lasting as the world. 

Not all tlie mutual cruelty of the civil war ; not th6 
massacre acted in Ireland, irst under the connivance of 
the roundliead justices at Clontarf, Ballock, &c. ; next 
by the Scots in the island of Maggee, near Carrickfergus^ 
and then by Sir Phelim O'Neil's brutal revenge in a 
part of the north, which was retaliated more than tenfold 
by Coote, Treton, and Cromwell, over that whole king- 
doro^^can equal the list of those loyal Irish families 
which have been rased out of the world in miserable in- 
famy by the pen of Clarendon! The rump-parliament, 
and all its emissaries, were but transient plagues, t]iat 
^f^ted for a while over th^cbut^X W\t «v^^^ «xA>2cd^ 
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)yal fiimilj of England. The hand of God soon over* 
K>k them. They died, and all their iniquities and 
bominations had died iirith them, had not the church, the 
ate, and the royal family, found their bane perpetuat- 
d to immortality, by the single corruption of Mr. Hyde, 
36 chancellor of the exchequer, and the lord high chan« 
ellor of England. 

During his voluntary exile. Clarendon, to justify him- 
el^ and his amphibious companions of the former privy 
iHiDcil, digested at Rouen that long and eloquent satire 
le bad composed, for the most part, in the isle of Jersey, 
ipon the king's father and all his friends, but especially 
be Irish ; because they never can forgive ivho do the 
rroDg. He has taken a vast deal of pains to blanch re- 
)eUion in all its promoters, and cast invidious colours 
ipon the most eminent loyalists. He can scarce find a 
nan of thorough worth and sense in the royal party in 
England, except Mr. Hyde, the chancellor of the ex- 
:bequer, and the Lord Falkland. No Irishman has th« 
looour of his approbation, but Daniel O'Neil and Co*- 
ooel Wogan. However, though he allows the former 
uore sense than came to the share oC all his countrymen 
ogether, he vitiates that sense with a mixture of too much 
^niog, whereby he mounted to the sublime post of 
proom of the bedchamber, which, in his opinion, ought 
be inaccessible to an Irishman. As for Colonel Wo- 
^ he is so much in love with him, that he^nks the 
nention of his country ; and though he executed his 
^pose with wotiderful courage and dexterity, he looks 
iipon him as a little out of his senses, because he was ex- 
tremely loyal and brave. He omits, however, giving 
^im the honour of having saved the king's life at the 
i^attle, or rather flight, of Worcester, by the desperate 
^nd he made at the head of 300 Uote^e ^i^wviX Cx^\Sfe^ 
^^'i wboie annj) ill tbe^submbft ot \)^^\\»«ii^ >S^^^ 
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king; and Colooel Careless were out of sight Howcouli 
the father king be maintained on his throne, or the aoi 
be restored to it by their friends, since, in the language 
of their dastard or corrupt counsellors, all that was bra?* 
was mad; and all that was thoroughly loyal and ^ 
savoured of popery ? But as an instance of the unfai 
dealing of the English historians, the glory of the escap 
at Worcester has always been ascribed to their counti) 
man Careless ; as if it were more honourable to fly witi 
the king, than to stop those that ai e in full chase aftc 
him. The rest of the Irish, according to Clarendon 
were a horrid compound of stupidity and barbarism, ei 
cept the Marquises of Ormond and Clanricard ; wix 
M'ere still more cunning than Daniel O'Neil, and nothal 
so mad as Wogan. Yet if the privy council of Kio| 
Chailes the First had been as wise, or as honest, as tb< 
supreme council of Kilkenny, he had never been eogag 
ed to divest himself of his own will and prerogative, til 
he was forced to maintain his cause with the wretiiie< 
remains ; he had never been sold by one people, or be 
headed by another, who had nothing but treason in thei 
hearts, and cant in their religion^ 

But, on the other hand, Clarendon so kindly recom 
mends the persons, and mixes such shining colours intb 
talents and characters of the most notorious traitors, thfl 
one can hardly find in his heart to defest them for tliei] 
yillanies. The virtues of the bravest cavaliers are tar 
ni.-hed ; and the vices of the blackest republicans bright 
ened up in his hands. Milton engages our fancies, per 
haps, too far in favour of the devils, by the lively aiK 
beautiful images he often mixes with their characten 
but if he had dealt with the angels, as Clarendon bai 
with the cavaliers, the devils had undoubtedly been th 
. beroea of his poem. In shorty he has left a legend to all 
paateritj^ this best lesaon 1h%l Yi»& t^^t ^\.\^ftsii ^« 
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to wicked subject?, and the most CDCouvagiDg to dethrone 
or deBtroy their kings. 

If justice bad been done to that volumiuous treatise, 
it should have had the same fate with tlie petition he. 
left beliind him in London, addressed to the house of 
lords, bj way of justiflcation, which was unanimously 
Toted, bj both houses, a malicious and scandalous paper, 
and a reproach to the justice of the nation. 

But that posthumoos work came out in excellent sea- 
son for him. The church was wondeifiilly prevented 
for him, which made her overlook the mortal wound he 
has given her«tbrough the side of the state. The state 
was possessed by his grandchild. The witnesses against 
l^ falsehoods and calumnies were no more in being. 
That England, which had him in the greatest detestation 
in 1667, and for many .years aRer, subsisted no longer. 
The lists, both ecclesiastical and civi), were thionged 
either with the unwary admirei-s of his style, or with 
those that owed their fortunes to his motley establish- 
ments. His perpetual running down of the Irish, was 
no small help toward gaining him a general benevolence 
among the English and Scots, whose rank treasons he had 
taken so much pains to soften, or to spare. His books had 
frontlets of scripture to recommend and sanctify all their 
venom. This is but the second part of the Spanish hy- 
pocrisy in America, while they murdered whole natious 
in cold blood, with their beads in their hands. 

How could any better dealings be expected from a 
nan who had resolved to make his fortune at any rate, 
nay, at the expense of his trust, honour, and loyalty 
when abroad ; as most of his companions in the former 
privy council had done befort hinj, to keep their estates 

at home ? He had none to lose that could be as benefi- 

Gial to him as his attendance on Vqa ^3!\^^ tiv«bi^sx« 
iffowOrer, In ordtr td bid fait for ot», \\. Vfc Tto\sstevi.v 
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ihat in the jear 1657, vheo he found his master's afl 
desperate, he made his peace and terms with Crom< 
by the meditation of Mr. Secretary Thurlo, whon 
was afraid, on account of that confidence, not to pn 
after the restoration ; and then, since he could not 
hu master during his eule, he made himself more 1 
amends after his return. He first sold one of his k 
domsj with all its loyal subjects (who had ruined tt 
selves by (heir endeavours to serve and assist liim, 1 
in and out of their country,) to his known enemies: 
then, by his base and faithless moderation, sold 
church and state of England to their false friends: : 
lastly, did worse, by the rotten foundations he laid, \ 
Cromwell and all his accomplices could ever li 
compassed, since he sold the royal family of Englan 
distress and exile for all eternity. 

As I ^1 under voluntary articles neither to con 
BOT disguise any of my thoughts from Mentor, my s| 
has been tempted to wander into this long dissertat 
in order to give itself some ease, while it had the si 
faction of opening itself entirely to him. I am wil 
to flatter myself it has some sympathy with his, wl 
I should be extremely sony to shock, or even disobl 
by this frank confession of my sentiments. If I h 
incurred his dbpleasure, by any freedom of speech < 
may be offensive, or any notions that may be repugn 
to his, I submit to his censure, and am willing to st 
corrected. I do not pretend either to instruct his be 
genius, m to force my thoughts upon him. I am a f 
admirer of that worth and generosity which has pu 
stop to hu rising in the world. I have no personal 
mity to any man living, nor any interest in view, t 
can interfere in the least with Mentor's. 
It is true, I reduia Claxtudmi a more pernicious s 
jec^ and a norae mwn^ than the Xku:^^ w\ niV: 
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[Cromwell. I take him to be the author of most irrepa- 
"able mischiefs to the church, the state, and more espe- 
daHy to the people of England, whom his design to 
naintain in a perpetual superiority over their prince^ 
las devoted to perpetual slavery. He for his own ends 
as he fairly declared to the Earl of Southampton,) as 
fen as in compliment to them, hindered the first parlia- 
Dent after the restoration to settle, a constant and inde* 
Feasible revenue upon the crown ; whereby it had been 
screened from factions, and the government from revo- 
lution, which must necessarily happen, where the prince 
must depend on the people for his yearly subsistence; 
md the maintenance of his own state and family. This 
V88 by no means the circumstance of the kings of Eng^ 
land, till James the First had squandered away all the 
royal demesnes upon his hungry and insatiable country - 
nen ; and so made his son a sacrifice, by forcing him to 
become a bull-beggar. 

All the constitutions of our western world began vf 
limited monarchies, after the fall of the Roman empire; 
as most adapted to the spirit and genius of our gothic 
ancestdrs. These limitations regarded the measures of 
peace, the means of war, and the regular administraUoa 
of justice ; but not the daily bread of the sovereigns, 
who had lands and immediate vassalages of their own, 
fer the support of their estate and dignity. Our Nor- 
man monaichs were the only arbitrary ones in Europe, 
except those of Castile, who were complimented with ab- 
sohite sway by the people, to enable them, without any 
delay or consultation, to issue their orders, and repress 
the suddfti invasions of the Moors, whose neighbourhood 
was a perpetual alarm. 

However, as the common people of England were ge- 
nerally villains or slaves to their lords, these lords be- 
dme^ I7 the imporUpce of thdor Y%BMi\»%<»s %Sk\d6iK^ 
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tarj couocil of sUie, upoD extraordiDaTy oGcasioDS, vbeo 
it was thought coDveoieDt to gaio tlieir assistaoce, by 
the complimeDt of asking their advice, or their conciuiw 
rcoce iu taxing their vassals for the public good. The 
weak princes of the Plaotagenet family (which has pro- 
duced the greatest in £urope) were strangely given over 
to favourites and minions ; as weak princes generally art) 
because they have not their glory and real power so 
much at.heart as their private satisfaction. The baroBe» 
as counsellors by their birth and fortune, were so disgust- 
ed at this humour, and at subsidies and other vexations 
that had their rise in the king's closet, and not in tic 
coiuicil, that they made frequent confederacies of rebelr 
lioOi OD pretence of grievances; and as they were sup- 
ported by the people, obtained great concessions in their 
favour from the crown. The kings found no way of 
supporting themselves against the barons, but by disen- 
gaging the people from them. This tbey eftedtd by 
admitting them who had no manner of pretence to it 
before, to appear by their representatives In the great 
council of the nation, which obtained the name of par- 
liament, wlienever they had any occasion for subsidies 
against the barons, or Uie foreign enemies of the state. 
The people. In return of their liberalities, obtained fre- 
quent enlargements of their privileges. But the Flan- 
tagenets and Tudors had still an ample share of their 
absolute dominion left, and were greatly superior both 
to the people and the barons. They had It alwayv in 
their power to divide and rule, because they had where- 
withal, by their own demesnes, to maintain their state 
independent of them, except where the rigltt of the 
crown waff in dispute. Tbfey called parliaments when 
tbej listed, and dissolved them as freely ; or browbeat 
lhem» when they had spurit, into what they pleased. 
IF/ret&er it rcfaided pesAeoK >tiK)^llM^^ 
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wiiJ, in eflfeet, ^vas a lair ; and they had no need either 
<if tricks or double dealings, or of upstart prime mibia- 
ten. These they made use of to execute their x)rder^ 
BOt to gain their points. 

But, after King James the First had lavished the ample 
demesnes left him by Queen Elizabetli, the case was 
quite altered. His successor could neither maintain his 
authority over the people, nor in his own bouse, for 
want' of means to support his dignity. He was reduced 
to a wretched dependency on his vassels, who never 
tail of becoming insolent where they know they are 
masters. As fast m he called them together, t}iey be- 
gan with complaints, though they never had less cause 
for them. He wanted subsidies, in fact, far the mainti- 
■ance of his household, but made use of other pretencei^ 
after the example of his ancestors, who were under no 
such extremities at home. They immediately called 
for the previous redress of supposed grievances, aud so 
he dissolved, and redissolved them, which was almost 
the duly branch of power he had left him. Under these 
hardships he could hold out no longer; and, without 
debasing his majesty, could find no other resource for 
subsisting in independency, but that of reviving some 
rights and claims of his despotic ancestors, which were 
grown bto disuse, because they had no need of them. 
All this came very short of his necessary expenses, and 
increased the ill humour of the people ; who were grow- 
ing extremely rich and luxuriant, on account of giving 
him nothing but extorted trifles. At length his wants 
obliged bim to lay himself at tlie mercy of a saucy and 
Inexorable house of commonsi, upon which he, his mi* 
nisters, and his barons split at last. Surely, no prince 
ever found himself in so forlorn and deplorable a situa* 
tion as his, from the first sitting of that parliament upoo 
Us majestff OH the last sitting upou \m^t« 
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He had been long borrowing from all the world, upon 
the a«dit of dead authority, in order to gire bread to a 
houtehold he could DOt pay. AH his servants, from the 
aeoreteries of state down to the scullions of his Idtchen, 
were in an interest contrary to that of his dignity, and 
could never hope either for their arrears or their current 
wages, but by his being well with a parliament that 
nerer intended to be well with him. His honour was 
concerned in supporting his rights : his necesdty and 
coosdence in making away with them by degrees, in 
hopes that his parliament might at length be engaged, by 
his condescensions, to allow him wherewithal to pay his 
debts, and defray hh daily expenses. All those that 
served him, either in his council, or his house, or bis 
parliament, had a personal interest in making him iAe 
this party ; except those very few that were sacrificed 
for voting generously, and at their own cost, on the side 
of his honour. All the rest were bribed against bis 
royal dignity, by their wants and their fears ; and not 
only left him to be worried unmercifully by two natiom; 
under the insolent pretences of loyalty and religion ; 
but obliged him to waste part of his force, and all his 
indignation against a third, the only one that bad real 
loyalty and religion enough to i*estore him. 

the mettle and superior genius of Cromwell subdued 
faction and rebellion, by the very power they had put 
into their hands against the lawful sovereign. He sup- 
ported his state, and terrified all Europe, as well as the 
4hree nations, by the grandeur of his courage, and the 
spirit of his army ; which he made, in eilRsct, Ifis parlia< 
ment They paid themselves, and laughed at the con- 
stitution. Upon the return of King Charles the Second, 
the English nation, grown wise by a very dear-bougkt 
experience, had resolved, at their first meeting in parlia- 
meat, to set the royal hxa^ ^nAVa «Did«iA. ficd&ft «[ ijy 
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iependency upon the people, except upoo extraordioary 
xxasions, by eettliiig a perpetual reTeDue od the crown, 
lod thereby securiog it from the unavoidable danger and 
Insolence of faction. Clarendon, as perfidious to his 
M>unti7' as to his sovereign, has hindered this excellent 
purpose from taking effect, bj his vile and interested in- 
fusions, and made himself a merit with the English na- 
tion, of what has left it a prey ever since to unavoidable 
discontents and convulsions. By this means, and tlie 
abrogation of the ancient tenures, the crown was aban- 
doned to a more wretched necessity of begging annually, 
and condescending than before ; and robbed of its old 
influence and authority over the people. Thus the 
kings of England were left in a worse state than the 
ancient kings of Sparta. Their cellars, their kitchens, 
att4 the wages of their footmen and grooms, depended 
upon the good graces of the house of commons : their 
inherent rights of making war and peace and alliances, 
or issuing quo rvarrantoes^ &c. were but mere feathersi 
the sport of every wind that blew from the ephori of 
the people. 

In this manner King Charles the Second, though the 
idol of England, was forced, by the malign ascendant of 
Clarendon, to become her wretched pensioner. King 
only (and a very limited king) of Scotland, and tyrant 
of Ireland, to no manner of purpose for himself, but to 
the exceeding joy of his own and his father's enemies ; he 
led a life of continual struggle and uneasiness, from which 
he had no relief, but in turning rake, and drowning his • 
K^al spleen in all the common pleasures he could.afTord 
himself. To ward against those factions that arose na- 
turally out of the triumph of the good old cause; and 
aimed at nothing less than his life and dignity, he found 
himself obliged to become a captain Tom too, to mix hit 
au^y with the mobb ^^ tttxacab^Ui^l «[A V!iK»>AssQi!t^\^ 
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as veil, and as koavlslily, as the best of them. I 
must call parliaroents as oilt as his wants called up 
him, uot to adrke him (according to their original m 
tution) but merely to keep him from starving, 
length he grew weary of acting a part so far benei 
him : he plucked up his spirit, by calling to mind t 
power of his ancestors, cast his enemies into a pai 
fear, put presbytery to death, and died soon after he h 
made himself, in ciTcct, king of England. 

His successor, who had not the force of his geni 
and had more religion than either he or Clai-enc 
would have thought necessary, was soon outwitted 8 
outdone by faction. He had been used to closetti 
fevourites, and intrigues, during his former life, in or< 
to secui'C his rights agaiust the iucouvcnieiKe of that 
Kgioo : and after he had mounted the throne with gr 
acclamation, he misplaced his confidence upon those t 
grew too hard for him at his own weapons. As he I 
made himself pretty easy in hb domestic circumstaw 
by making up a little demesne of forfeited estates, 
was not so entirely at the devotion of his parliament 
his predecessors had been ; and so began to reassii 
the old prerogatives of the crown, without a suffici 
fund of money, or friends, or art, to make them pass u 
a people that had so long looked upon themselrec 
masters, with a great deal of reason. He did not s 
under the mutual villany of privy council and pai 
meot, like his father ; his favourites in the privy cc 
cil akme were more than enough for him. Deserted 
two kingdoms, and attacked by a foreign power ; si 
he was too good natured to allow any foreign powe 
support him, he had nothing left but the common pec 
of Ireland, and those remnants of catholic nobility 
gentry there, who had wrested their estates, by fav 
or iuterest at court, ou\ ot thft \BbRjeaK\«« ^l CV8mvi& 



DOCTOR SWIFT. U3 

act of ^ttlement : for the inikilfely greater Dumber of 
Irish proprietors, though restored to their lands by the 
act of repeal, bad been bred in so much distress ami !g- 
DoraDce, that they could scarce be of any use to him. 
And so he was obliged to abandon that kingdom to its 
evil destiny, as the other two had abandoned him. 

JNow Clarendon's politics began to have their full ef- 
fect His posterity was seated on the throne. Tlie re- 
publican tares had been sown so thick in the church and 
rtateof England, that they choked and overtopped the 
geouine grain. King James the Second had given a li^ 
berty of conscience in general. This, as it was shoci- 
ing to 'the established church, was exchanged, by the 
prevalence of calvinistical and freethinking interlopers^ 
br the softer title of toleration, which has been improv- 
ed, by a very easy turn of legerdemain, into actual do- 
minion. A great cry was kept up t)n all sides, about the 
Angers tlmt threatened the church. The unthinking 
tvries, 01' church of England men, joined in it along with 
tfce wliSgs, with a view of keeping out popery. The 
i*1iig» heightened it at every turn, not to keep out po- 
peiy^ which they made use of as a bugbear, but to oblige 
the -church to suppress her true doctrine and discipline, 
««d let in pi-esbytery. The tories were all along the, 
hpes of tliis farce, and King William, with all his pe- 
netration, jKould not see through the whole plot, or did 
not go aU the lengths he should to favour the whigs, and 
Aereby secure his own independency on the people. 
He had a very uneasy time of it, v hile he laboured in 
▼ain 4o mix parties that never can incorporate. The 
whig will never become tory : the tory, generally speak- 
^, is not so stubborn/ It is true, he never will expose 
Us life or his fortune, by rising to the sublime pitch of 
>i cavalier, which renders any government secure a^insl 
Uhd. He nmjr driak, and prate, and ^Yt\<iii\^~V^ ^ ^ 
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name among the vulgar; bat Clarendon's usage of tb 
lojalkta after the restoration, is a sufScient warning t 
him to keep his own house, and live within the verge € 
the laws in being. However, as he will not play tb 
fool for church or state, he is extremely wise in regan 
of himself. Loyalty and religion hang loose enoni^ 
about him, and he can turn whig without much diffical 
ty^ where he can find a considerable advantage in it 
And thus King William, by endeavouring to jumbl 
both parties together, became agreeable to neither; ok 
had shared the same fate with his predecessor, if ds 
war which England necessarily drew upon itself, and th 
absolute dominion he had over the Seven Provinea 
bad not kept him on the throne. For since the goven 
ment of England has been reduced to a democracy bg 
Clarendon, the whigs must reign alone, or it must be ii 
perpetual convulsions. 

That prince had not found out this grand arcanun 
which has since been discovered, and put in practki 
with infallible success; and has rendered his succesNii 
under an air of limitation, as absolute in fact as any o 
our ancient monarchs, or of the present kings of chn 
tendom. It is true, the tories had a lucid interval ii 
the last years of Q^ueen Anne ; but it could not last, be 
cause they never can have spirit enough to play all thei 
game, and fix their fortune. The whigs, that will eva 
despise them as a rope of sand, have still art and mela 
enough, though they be at the lowest ebb, to frightea,ii 
make them fall togetlier by the ears, and thereby mtb 
a jest of all their projects. While the crown has node 
mesnes, nor any settled revenue, the tories can never A 
its business with unanimity and success. The whi|^ 
whose birthright is to make the people uneasy and mt 
tinous, can never miss of breaking, or at least thwartim 
tbeir neasuresi under coioui ot Vhiexr cAincieta for tli< 



DOCTOR SWIFT. T65 

^evnncts and uosupportabte taxes laid ou the public. 
3ut let the prince pat himself wholly under their pro- 
ectioD, he is perfectly safe, io regard of the tories ,* and 
he whigs will easily fiud the method of payiug him, 
md themselves into the bargain, at the expense of the 
people, and with the most careless contempt of their ad- 
renaries. A prime minister, under the inofTensivc title 
of treasurer, or secretary ; a privy council, under the ti- 
tle of parliament, the majority of which is gained over 
by his art or his largesses, and who, in retiu-n, secure the 
nation, with all its wealth, will, and power, in the most 
ioiplicit obedience to him, and consequently to his mas- 
ter f does all Uie business of the crown to a wonder, 
lod reduces the people, by their own consent, to as 
much slavery as is convenient for all the purposes of the 
prince. 

Thus, in regard of the government, Oarcndou^s poli- 
tics are entirely overset. He has ruined one royal fa- 
mily by leaving it at the mercy of the people ; he has 
rained the rights of the people, by leaving them at the 
Biercy of another, that has been too cunning for him^ 
and found the knack of keeping them, whom he proposed 
to leave masters for ever, under perpetual and unlimit- 
ed gubjcctiou, by the help and corruption of their repre- 
leotatives, notwithstanding the addition of new and 
Bwre irksome limitations of the crown. He had destroy- 
ed the cavaliers at the restoration ; and has given the 
^ de grace to the tories at the revolution, which was 
I child of bis own begetting upon the body of the former 
biquity. 

The world has never seen a frame of government se 
nicely Uttcd for all the purposes of the sovereign, as the 
present coustitutibn of England. The king has not a 
Ebot of land; yet all Britain is his property in fact : he 

TOL, XTII. H 
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is under the most unbecoming rcijli'ctions iu the eyes al 
ihc people ; however, he can be as cicFpotic, vhcn he 
ihiiiks it necessary, as AViliir.m the Conqueror; provided 
he save appearances, by Icilkig oM forms eubsist in the 
administration, he can turn them to what use he thinks 
proper, and lias no need of very great dexterity in the 
man?«5ement. The people flatter lhems(vlvcs with a no- 
tion of being free, because they have an air of being re- 
presented, and yet it is that very representation maketi 
hem slaves. Tliey have no real liberty left, but that 

the press; which would soon grow contemptible io 
Ihrir own eyes, if the minister (against \vhoni it is geac- 
rally dirt'cted) liad sense enough to despise it. The 
barons have no shadow of their old aulliority, ooly iu 
the vain formality of enteiing their piotcsls, by half 
dozens, against the votes of a vast and a sure majority, 
that spraks the sen^e of the minister, while it pretends 
to speak that of the nation. All this is a riddle, yet 
every cobbler in England can unfold it, to oo manner of 
purpose for himself, or his countr}'. The charm is ir- 
resistible ; all the subjects arc caught in the snare that 
Clarendon had bid for the sovereign. 

In the mean time, the prince, vested by this magic in 
as much real state and power as the most arbitrary 
monarch in Europe, has other advantages which uooe 
of them can share with him. The interposition of ha 
parliament screens him from all censure, as well ad dao- 
gar or want. Though he be an arrant knave ia his 
dealings with his people, or a notorious trickster, and 
breaker of public faith, in regard of his foreign alliance^ 
he is ever absolved by the unthinking world, and the 
blame thrown entirely ou his parliament; which he is 
still supposed, upon the credit of a received tradition, 
not to be able to govern or lead into all his honest pur- 
poses thriigh It be, in reality, the best trained, andmo^t 
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^]y n)anagcd, of any beast of burden in the UDiverse. 
k) that as things now stand, Clarendon's autimonarchl- 
^ scheme is like to continue for ever the surest sup- 
lort of tjrannj. The ivhigs must be the majority irt 
larliamcnt. They alone can be bribed to sell and sub- 
lue the people ; and a king of Great Britain must be a 
lownright fool, on a madman, not to be on a surer foot of 
'qntation, as well as power, than any other soVereigii 
ipon earth. He may be at the head of dilferent al- 
iaoces at the same time, as well as df diflfer^nt cliurchcs ; 
lod has a more undisputed right to personal infallibility 
haa the pope. The other monarchies of Europe, ori* 
pnally limited) have become absolute by the policy of 
reepiog their ancient demesnes, and adding those of the 
tbellious barons to them from time to time : that of 
Eo'land, by having no demesnes at all. 
Id this happy circumstance, a king of England, while ^ 
le is in perfect security at home, can keep his foreign 
iDemies in awe, by the terror of his fleets at sea, and 
^nfcderacies on the continent; or by sowing corruption 
Q councils and cabinets abroad, which are now as ac 
'^ble to it, as his parliament. If intrigue should fail, 
lie whigs, by whom he reigns, will always find him iiio- 
cy enough to do tlie business. In the mean time, he 
^ stand in no manner of apprehension with respect to 
Uy part of liis subjects, except a distant one, in regard 
f^ those established by Clarendon, to wit, the Irish whigs. 
'liese have had earnest longings ailer independency both 
poo the church and state of England, e\et since their 
tablishnieut in Ireland. The division of the vulgar of 
'St country from them, in point of religion, and the long 
^ace of the neighbouring powers with England, have 
'odered all their views impracticable hitherto. Eng- 
nd is mad enough to encourage persecviWovi \vi >Xi*«X 
^UDtr}r,' ami if they can, by executing l\\<i Y^vi'a\\«^ik 
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in all tbcir rigour, force the people at length to b( 
piece with them, they may not be long to seek for i 
per occasiQQ to withdraw themselves from the dom 
of England, as the Portuguese did, some time ago, 
that of Spain, though upon the same continent. lu 
case, as they were founded upon presbytery and fi 
-cism, the ecclesiastical livings will be no small acc( 
of power and encouragement for them to return t 
religion of their fathers. Their honour will be conci 
in having a church of their own ; and there is no 
so easy, as to make five hundred as good as any of 
now in being, within the comprehensive system ol 
lendon. 

Who can think it strange, after all, that Clare 
-should reckon the Irish a blind and stupid people, 
they could not discover the broad way to their teir 
and eternal happiness, as well as he and all his puj 
the present latitilde ? But, in tlie name of wc 
since they could have made the way to Heaven 
withstanding the needless burden of their articles of 
why should they be destroyed in this world merel 
on account of them ? After having suffered so 
for their rebellion against Cromwell, why should 
be made martyra to their loyalty, when their kin; 
actually on the throne ? a man must be stupid io 
not to see through all this mechanism of sacrificing 
pie to God and to the devil at once. But, thai 
their stars! their friend Clarendon is still alive 
spirit of persecution \\M\ open their eyes at last, and 
them to^ their senses. Whenever they can get cl 
the devil, in his way, by having little or no relig; 
all, they will soon become as wise as their neighb 
and by agreeing among themselves, get clear of Eu| 
aad her church too into the bargain. 
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Dear Mentor, escusc me for having finished, as folks 
Jo generally in their drink, with a dispute about rcli- 
pon ; I love religion, iirith all my soul, vhere it is sin- 
cere ; but abhor, above all things, the pretence or abuse 
of it, to advance any purpose but tliosc that regard the 
other vorld. As I have a soul (I hope) to be saved, I 
have studied all the present religions with care : and if 
my creed did not determine me to be a catholic, I freely 
eWD I should be troubled ^vith none of them, because of 
an the vile and cruet rogueries I have seen them misap- 
plied to. Most of them, for want of authority, are lost 
io freethinking : others, by aiTOgating too much authori- 
ty, vanish into superstition. These two kinds, abandon- 
ed to such extremities, have infinitely more business up- 
on earth, than ever they are like to have in lEeaven. 
The catholic may be free from either, if he pleases: if 
he fall into either, lie must be knave or fool. The same 
may be said of a national church, guarded by the civil, 
lad fenced by her own ecclesiastical authority. She 
may be very catholic, without being enslaved to the 
decretals and extravagancies of popery ; or overlaid by 
the heavier weight of presbytery ; or made the jest and 
handmaid of frecthinking ! It is ii general remark, diat 
two of a trade cannot agree. The most sanguine Jesuits, 
thou|^ they arc forced to keep some measures, are hor- 
ribly cried out at by those that pretend to the strictest 
kind of reformation : yet these, whenever they get the 
temporal power into their hands, outdo them infinitely 
ID all their arts of double dealing and tyranny. But all 
our jars are a noise about nothing : Clarendon, a man of 
much moi'e religion and sense than eitlicr the apostles, 
fathers, or councils, has discovered, of late, that heresy if 
only a dream ; since, according to him, catholic and 
christian are one and the same thing in fact. So let us 
bum our books and our scliooU) tov A\fi\^ v& ^^^i:^^^ 
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coDtrorers}'. However, let us keep rancour and perst* 
cution ofi foot, vritli all the a^al of our fathers. There 
has been, aud there is still, something to be got by it. 

I own I am a little mad ; so Mentor must take oothiog. 
ill that I say to him. My patience is exhausted, and I 
have done all I could to tire his. He must blame bis 
own good nature, that has given me room to vent my 
spleen. As I Iiave no friend here of genius or freedoa 
of tliought Enough to comprehend these notions^ they had 
rotted in my breast, and tlu-own me, perhaps, into some 
dai^erous indisposition, if I had not come out with them. 
J am now setting out upon an expedition against the 
Moor?, since tlie modern christians are too hard for me; 
and whatever may be my fate, it is an exceeding comfort 
to me to have tlms discharged my conscience in regard 
of these, before I ^ntcr the lists against their brethrea 
the mabometans. 

As for the blank verses which I recommended ia 
earnestly to the care of Mentor, J. now abandon them 
to his disci etion. If he thinks them worth his corre^ 
tion, he will give them to the public as he pix>posefl^ witftr 
nut the name of an author, and with his own, after the 
epistle to recommend them. It will do me a great de^I 
of bocour,jand I vill take care it shall do him no maooex 
of mischief. If he neglect publishing them, I diall have 
the mortification of believing the present I took the 
liberty to make him not worth his while, or that my pre- 
sent liberty of speech is offensive to him. This must not 
be. We are all bi-ethren in fact; and no man should be 
^Lngry at another, for using him with all the intimacy of a 
friend, and opening his whole heart to hira without m** 
^licc or disguise. I beg pardon of Mentor, and of all 
those great names he mentions, for my censures upoR 
rhyme and raillery, which he may sofien or expunge eo- 
^fy^9 according to IvU btWex. ^^eat« I should be 
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'my sovrj to make enemies of these whom, of all maa- 
kind, I irould choose to make my friends. Mr. Pope 
and I lived in perfect union and familiaritj, for two or 
three summers, before he entered upon the stage of the 
world ; where he has since gained so great and so just 
an applause. The other geniuses have a right to all 
my regard, by the merit of sharing the affection and 
esteem of Mentor, who will do me a great deal of honour, 
if he allow me any place in so learned and polite a soci" 
ety. Without any compliment, they are fitter for thft 
Aagustan age than for this. They are at home, and 
endeavour to give the world a sense of its follies with 
great humour and gayety. The cheerfulness of my tam- 
per is, in a great measure, sunk under a long and a hope- 
less exile, which has given it a serious, or, if you will, fk 
supercilious turn. I lash the world with indignation and 
grief, in the strain of Jeremy. But the world is grown 
80 inveterate in iniquity, that I fear we shall all lose our 
labour. It will have just the same effect to flog, as to 
tickle them. However, if there be any room for a grave, 
yaHen fellow, that has been one of the merriest fellows in 
Europe, in Mentor^s academy, I offer myself: andj to 
pay my entrance, as I did in Newgate, I send him a kil- 
derkin of the best wine on this side of the country, to 
drink their healths, and mine, if he pleases. I accept, 
with a great deal of acknowledgment, the present of 
books offered me by Mentor, and desire he will send 
along with them Doctor Jonathan Swift's Miscellanies, 
which they tell me are worth them all. I can give him 
nothing in return, but some beads of the Saracens of 
Oran, which I shall be ordered to cut off, because they 
irill not become christians. I must be their executioner^ 
in my own defence ; fbr, with all my spleen and vexit- 
tioo of spirit, I am the most inoffensive creatui-e in the 
world ID regard of religioa. I t70u\& i\qI dii^di ^so!^ ^ra^t^ 
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of blood in anger or enmity, orvrong any man living of 
a craclced sutpcnce, to make all the world catholics ; yet 
I am as staunch a one myself as any pope in the uili- 
vci-se. I am all for the primitive church, in which people 
made proof of their religion only at their own expense. 
But I laugh, with great contempt, at those who irill 
force others to Heaven then: way, in spite of charity. 

Though I should be in the deserts of Libya, I can still 
liear from Mentor. It is not nccessaiy he should submit 
bis criticism or correction to me, since I constitute hini 
my judge, without appeal The gentleman of my family 
mentioned by him, is the honcstest, but the idlest fellow 
breathing. I cannot even get a letter from him. Thus 
my reliance for the revising and publishing of those 
pieces is entirely upon Mentor, whom I embrace with all 
tny heart, this 27th of February, 1732. 



FROM MR. GAY. 

DEAR sm, March 13, 1731-2. 

I HOPE this unlucky accident of hurting your leg viD 
Dot prevent your coming to us this spring, though you 
say nothing about it. All your friends expect it, tod 
particularly my landlord and landlady, who are my 
friends as much as ever ; and I should not think them so, 
if they were not as much yours. The downs of Ames- 
bury are so smooth, that neither horse nor roan can haidly 
make a wrong step, so that you may take your exercise 
witli us with greater security. If you prevail with the 
duchess to ride and walk with you, you will do iier 
good ; but that is a motive I could nevei; prevail with 
her to comply with. I wish you would try whether 
jrour oratory could get o\ei Uu& difficulty. General 
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jDormer, Sir Clement Cotter.;T], and I set out to-morrow 
Doroing for Kousham, in Oxfordshire, to stay ten dajs 
or a fortnight. The duchess will undertake to recom- 
mend* the lords of her acquaintance to attend Mr. 
Kyves's* cause, if it should come on before our return : 
the duke will do the same. Her grace too has underta- 
ken to answer your letter. I have not disposed of your 
Soutli-sca bonds ; there is a year's interest due at Lady- 
day. Were I to dispose of them at present, T should lose 
ft p-eat deal of the premium I paid for them ; perliaps 
tbey may fall lower, but I cannot prevail with myself to 
sell tliem. The rogueries that have been discovered on 
some other companies, I believe, make them all have less 
credit. I find myself dispirited, for want of having some 
pursuit. Indolence and idleness are the tnost tiresome 
things in the world. I begin to find a dislike to society* 
I think I ought to try to break myself of it, but I can- 
not resolve to set about it. I have left oif almost all my 
^eat acquaintance, which saves me something in chair 
hire, thougli in that article the town is still very expcn- 
rive. Those who were your old acquaintance, aire 
ahnost the only people I visit ; and indeed, upon trying 
ftll, I like them best. Lord Coiubury refused the pen* 
sioii that was oflfered him ; he is chosen to repreisent tbe 
University of Oxford, in the room of Mr. Bromley, with- 
out opposition. I know him, and I think be deserves it. 
He is a young nobleman of learning and morals, which 
is so particular, that I know you will respect and vtiluc 
bim ; and, to my great comfort, he lives in our family. 
Mr. Pope is in town, and in good health. I lately passed 

* WilUam Ryves, Eeq. was an eminent merdiant in Dublin. Tbe 
cause alluded to by Mr. Gay was an appeal by David Biodon, Bsq, 
another mcrcriant, rrom a decree of tha court of exchequer in Ireland, 
hi favour of Mr. Ryves. Tbe ap*peal was di?inli(sed, and the decree 
affirmed, May 4, 1703. 19. 

U 2 
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a week with Lim, at Twickeoham. I must leave the^ 
i:est to the duchess ; for I must pack up my shirts, to 
let out to-morrow, being the 14kh of March, tlie day 
^er I received your letter. If you would advise the 
duchess to confiue me four Iiours a day to my owaroom, 
vhile I am in the country, I will write ; for I canaot 
cpofioe myself as I oiiglit. 



TO MR. FAULKNER. 

Deanery-kouscy March 29, 17^v 

MH^ FAULKNKR, 

Without tlie least regaid to your wager, I do assure 
you, upon my word and reputation, that I am not the 
author of one single line or syllable of that pamphlet, 
called, An Infallible Scheme to Fay the Debts of the^ 
J9'atioo ; and, as it is a Very unjust, so it is equally an 
imprudent and fallible proceeding, to pronounce determi- 
uately on our taste and knowledge of style or maDoer of 
writing, where very good judges ace often deceived f 
and in this case, few men have suffered so much as my- 
self ; who have borne the reproach of many hundred 
printed papers, which I never saw. I do likewise pro- 
test in the same manner, that I did net write the epigram 
upoD Taylor,^ nor heard of it until Mr. Pilkington show- 
ed it me in manuscript. Therefore, pray desire your 
If agerer, from me, to be more cautious in determining oa 
luch matters, and not to venture the loea of hU monej 
jqO^ credit with so much odds against him. 
I am, your humble servaoS 

J, SWIFT. 

4 The XatiKXifi oculists Nil 
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Jf this fancj should bold, of taxing me with all the pa- 
pers that come oat, and at tlie same time I should take 
a fancy to be a writer, I shall be discovered when I 
have no mind, for it will be only to catechise me wheo- 
cver I am suspected. 



TO LADY ACHESON. 

AN APRIL FOOL LETTER. 

Saturday morning, 1 732. 

A GENTLEMAN Called hcrc last night upon some busi- 
ness, who took Mr. 's house yesterday at dinner in 

'lis return from Wicklow,* He tells me that Mrs. — — 
Was brought to bed yesterday morning at five o'clock of 
half a child, just as if it were divided in two equal parts. 
It had one eye, half a nose and mouth, one leg, and so 
from top to bottom. They could see it was a boy, or 
rather half a boy : it was dead born, but she is very 
well. It was thought that this was the cause of all her 
colics. Mrs. Brent tells me she has known the like more 
than once. I am glad the poor woman had her mother 
and sister with her. 

Are you not undone for want of Monky ? How are 
you ? Does'your milk agree with you ? We shall see you 

00 more at church until Monday returns. Adieu, <8iC. 

1 mend a little. 

* A rery deligbtiul village in the coQotj of Wicklow, aboot ib|HP 
teen miles from Dublin. F. 
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^- 
FROM LADY ACHESOK^, l/^r 

Saturday morning, 1732. -rors 
I AM greatly surprised at the account you gave me of ^^i 

poor Mrs. ; but since it was so, I am heartily ^ad tcs 

slie has got rid of it. Mrs. Morris's gout seized her fill 
over on Thursday, so that she keeps her bed. None of 
them know any thing of this matter : they sent a boy 
yesterday to Dilgenney (I will not mention thb thing to 
them till he returns) to let them know she was not able 
to go to the country. I am sorry that you mend but a 
little; thb bad weather has increased my cough; tbe h-.^l 
milk agrees very well with me. I will be at your church : -^ \ 
to-morrow. 

I ant yours, &c. 

M 

I • 

1 

TO MR. CAY.' !!( 

Dublin, May 4, 1 772. r 

I AH DOW as lame as when you writ your letter, ailfl | '1 
tlgaost as lame as your letter itself, for want of that limb 
from my lady duchess, w hich you promised, and wilh- 
cut which I wonder how it could limp hither. I am 
not in a cooditiua to make a true step eTeu on Amesbu- 
ry clowns, and I declare that a corporeal false step is 
worae than a political one ; nay worse than a thousand 
politieal ones, for which I appeal to courts and mini&tenB, 
vho hobble on and prosper without the sense of fieeling. 
To talk of riding and walking \& insulting me, for I can 
as soon fly as do eitlier. It is your pride or laziness, 
more than chair-hire, that makes the town expensive. 
I^honovntid lost by walking in Uie dark^ and in the 
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Aty you may beckoo a blackguard boy under a gat^, 
iiear your visitiog place, (experto arcdej save eleveu- 
pence aod get half a crown's worth of health. The 
vorst of my present misfortune is, that I eat and drink, 
and can digest neither for want of exercise ; and, to in- 
crease my misery, the knaves are sure to find me at home, 
and make huge void spaces in my cellars. I congratu- 
late with you for losing your great acquaintance.; in 
such a case, philosophy teaches that we must submit, 
and be content with good ones. I like Lord Cornbu- 
ry's refusing his pension, but I demur at his being elect- 
ed for Oxford; wliich, I conceive, is wholly changed; 
and entirely devoted to new principles ; so it appeared 
to me the two last times I was there. 

I find by the whole cast of your letter, that you are 
as giddy and fts volatile as ever : just the reverse of 
Mr. Pope, who has always loved a domestic life from 
bis youth. I was going to wish you had some little 
place tliat you could call your own, but, I profess I do 
not know you well enough to contrive any one system of 
life that would please you. Tou pretend to preach up 
riding and walking to the duchess, yet, from my know- 
"^ledge of you after twenty years, you always joined a 
violent desire of perpetually shifting places and com- 
pany, with a rooted laziness, and an utter impatience of 
fatigue. A coach and dx horses is the utmost exercise 
you can bear ; and this only when you can fill it with such 
- company as is best sniteil to your taste, and how glad 
would you be if it could waft you in the air to avoid 
jolting; while I who am so much later in Hfe, can, or'at 
least could, ride five hundred miles on a trotting horse. 
You mortally hate writing, only because it is the tbipg 
you chiefly ought to do ; as well to keep up the vpgu6 
you have in the world, as to make you easy in your for- 
tune : You are mercifu) to evevy l\i\ii^\»xV m^"^ ^ '^^vbl 
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best nicnd, whom you treat with iuhumanit}-. Be i 
stired, I will hire people to watch all your motions, ai 
to return me a faithful account. Tell me, have y< 
cured your absence of mind ? can you attend to trifle 
can you at Amesbury write domestic libels to diveit t 
family and neighbouring squires for five miles rounc 
or venture so far on horseback, without apprehending 
stumble at every step ? cau you set the footmen a lau« 
ihg as they wait at dinner ? and do the duchess's worn 
admire your wit? in what esteem are you with the vie 
of the parish ? can you play with him at back-gammoi 
have the farmers found out that you cannot distingui 
rye from barley, or an oak from a crab tree ? You a 
sensible that I know the full extent of your count 
skill is in fishing for roaches or gudgeons at tlie highe 
I love to do you good offices with your friem 
and therefore desire you will show this letter to i 
duchess to improve her grace's good opinion uf yo 
qualifications, and convince her how useful you are li& 
ly to be in the family. Her grace shall have the h 
nour of my correspondence again when she goes 
Amesbury. Hear a piece of Irish news ; I buried tl 
famous General Mercdyth's father last night in! my c 
thedral ; he was ninety-six years old ; so that Mrs. Po| 
may live seven years longer. You saw Mr. Pope 
health ; pray is he generally more healthy than when 
was among you ? I would know how your own heal 
is, and how much wine you drink in a day ? Mj sli 
10 company is a pint at ooon, and half as much at nigh 
but I often dine at home like a hermit, and then I drir 
little or none at all. Yet I difier from you, for I wou! 
have society, if T could get what I like, people of ml 
die understandjiog, and middle rank. Adieu* 
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London, May 13, 1732. 

I AM sorry my writing should iacooveDieace jour 
ejes ,* but I fear, it is rather 1117 style, than my ink, that 
18 80 hard to be read : however, if I do not forget vaj- 
^ I will eolaige my hand to give you the less trouble. 
Tfaeir graces are al^last arrived id perfect health, in 
ipite of all their perils and dangers, though I must own, 
hey were so long in their voyage, that they gave me 
m exceeding heart ach ; and if that would be any hiur- 
lerance, they shall never have my consent to go back i% 
reland, but remain here, and be only King of Knowle* 
nd Drayton ; and I do not think it would be the worse 
or him» either in person or pocket. I dare say, he 
rould not need a remembrancer's office for any thing 
'ou have spoke to him about : but however, I will not 
ail in the part you have set me. 

I find you want a strict account of me, how I pa«» 
Dy time. But first, I thank you for the nine hours okI 
if the Iwenty-four you bestowed on sleeping; one or 
>wo of tkem I do willingly present you back again. 
Ka to quadrille, though I am, generally speaking, a con»^ 
{tant attendant to it every day, yet I will most thank- 
fully submit to your allowance of time; for, when com- 
plaisance draws me no fartlier, it is with great yawnings, 
md a vast expense of my brea(h, in asking, Who plays?* 
fihxi% called ? And what's trumps ? and if you can re- 
sollect any thing of my former way of life, such as it 
Mras, so it is. I never loved to have my hands idle ; 
Sbey were either full of work or had a book ; but as 

• A i|ce oM i$At Of the DuVe ot Dotu^^l» B« 
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nelUier sort was the best or most useful, so you will find 
forty years and a wee bit have done no more good to 
my head than it has to my face. Your old friend Biddy 
is much yout humble servant, and could she get rid of 
her cough, her spleen would do her and her friend do 
harm ; for she loves a sly sedate joke, as well as ever 
you knew her do. 

The duke and duchess are just come in, who both 
present their service to you, and will take it as a favoar, 
if you will bestow any of your time that you can qnre 
upou Lord George."^ 

Adieu, for the Duchess, the Countess of SiifTolk, Ifr. 
Cbardin, and I, are going to quadrille. 



FROM MR- GAY. 

DSAR SIR, London^ ATe^lO, 1732. 

To-MORRow we set out for Amesburj, where I 
propose to follow your advice, of employing myself 
about some work against next winter. You seemed not 
to approve of my writing more fables. Tliose I am 
now writing, have a prefatory discourse before each 
of them, by way of episile, and the morals of them 
mostly are of tlie political kind; which makes them 
run into a greater length than those I have already 
published. I have already finished fifteen or aixteeo ; 
four or five more would make a volume of the sane 
size as the first. Though this is a kind of writing that 
appears very easy, I find it is the most dilTicult of any 
tliat I ever undertook. After I have invented one fa- 
ble, and finished it, I despair of finding out anothei* ; 

* Lord George Sackville was at that time a student in the univer- 
Mitjr of Dahlln. H. 
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but I have a moral or two more, which I wish to write 
upoD. I have also a sort of scheme to raise my finaDces 
by doing something for the stage : with this, and some 
reading, and a great deal of exercise, I propose to pass 
mj summer. I am sorry it must be without you. Wliy 
cannot you come and saunter about the downs a horse- 
back, in the autumn, to mark the partridges for me to 
shoot for your dinner ? Yesterday I received your let- 
ter, and notwitlistanding your reproaches of laziness, I 
was four or five hours about business, and did not spend 
a shilling in a coach or chair. I received a year's in- 
terest on your two bonds, which is 8/. I have four of 
my own. I have deposited all of them in the hands of 
Mr. Hoare, to receive the half yeai-'s interest at Michael- 
mas. The premium of the bonds is fallen a great deal 
dnce I bouglit yours. I gave very near 6/. on each 
bond, and they are now sold for about 50^. Every 
tiling is very precarious, and I have no opinion of any 
of their public securities ; but, I believe, the parliament 
next year intend to examine the South-sea scheme. I do 
not know, whether it will be prudent to trust our money 
there till that time. I did what I could to assist Mr. 
Ryves ; and I am very glad that he has found justice, 
liord Bathurst spoke for him, and was very zealous on 
bringing on his cause. The duchess intended to write 
in my last letter, but she set out all on a sudden, io take 
care of Lord Dnimlanrig,* who was taken ill of the 
smallpox at Winchester school. lie is now perfectly 
well recovered (for he had a favourable kind) t(r the 
great joy of our family. I think she ought, as she in- 
tends, to renew her correspondence with you at Amesp- 
bury. I was at Dawley on Sunday. Lady Boling- 
broke continues in a very bad state of health, but still 

• Hw ton. "N . 
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retaioB her spirits. You are always remembered tbeife 
with great respect and friendship. Mrs. Pope is so 
irorn) out with old age, but without any distemper, 
that I look upon her life as very uncertain. Air. Pope's 
state of health is much in the same way as when yea 
left him. As for myself I am often troubled witli the 
colic. I have as much inattention, and have, I tbiok» 
lower spirits than usual, which I impute to my haviog 
no one pursuit in life. I have many complimeots to 
make you from the duke and duchess, and Lords BoUng^- 
broke, Bathurst, Sir William Wyndham, Mr. Pulteoej, 
Dr. Arbuthnot, Mr. Lewis, &e. Every one of them is 
disappointed in your Dot coming among us. I have not 
seen Dean Berkeley, but have read his book,*^ and like 
many parts of It ; but in general think, with you, that 
it is too speculative, at least for me. Dr. Delany I hsFC 
very seldom seen ; he did not do me the honour to ad- 
vise with mc about 9ny thing he has published.! 1 1^^? 
your thoughts upon these sort of writings ; and I should 
have advised him, as you did, though I had lost bis good 
•pinion. I write in very great haste ; for I have many 
things to do before I go out of town. Pray make 
.ne as happy as you can, and let me hear from yon 
often* But I am still in hopes to see you, and will 
expect a summons one day or other to come to Bristd^ 
in 9rder to be your guide to Amesbury. 

• Alciphron : or, The Minute Philosopher. Prioted at Londoo, 
in rgi, 10 two volumes, 8vo. B. 

t%e published at London, in the year 1732, « Kcyelatioa 6xi»ijh 
ed with €)Ddeur,** &c. 2 vob. 8vo. B. 
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IROM LADY CATHARINE JONES*. 

Jime 15, 1732. 

The return of my humble thanks to Mr. Dean, by tfie 
date it bears, looks more like a slumber of gratitude^ 
than the quick sense of that rare virtue which I owe* to 
you, sir, for the trouble you have so willingly undertakes* 
ID executing what I so much desired ; since the manner 
you have done it in, answers my wishes in every respect. 
The proposal you made, I acquainted my sister Kildaret 
and niece Fanny Coningsby with ; for I being but one 
part of the family, cannot act farther than they will con- 
sent, which is, that they will settle twenty shillings /Ttfr 
year, that you may never be liable to any more trouble 
Vpon the same occasion. 

I need not inform Mr. Dean, that the world teachec^ 
us, that relations and friends look like two different spe- 
cies : and though I have the honour, to be allied to my 
Lord Burlington, yet since the death of my good father 
and his,, the notice be takes of me is, as if I was a 8e>- 
parited blood ; or else, I am vain enough to say, we are 
sprung from one ancestor, whose ashes keep up a great- 
er lustre than those who are not reduced to it. 

I cannot conclude without saying; that were I worthy 
in any way to have the pleasure of seeing Dean Swift, 
I do not know any passion, even envy would not make- 
iimocent, in my ambition of seeing the author of «> 



* See a leUer from this lady, Jane II, 1729, gd the repairs of her 
ijraDdfather Archbishop Jones' monument, in St. Patrick's cathedral. 
For tliis purpose the tTrenty shillings a year were doubtless settled by 
the family. This lady and Richard the last Earl of Burlington, were 
eccend cousins, being both lineally descended from the first fiifl »r 
Cork. She <ried AprU 14, ViO^ worth 2O0^990lx ^^ 
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much %rit and judicious writiog, as I have had the a^- 
Taolagc to reap. 

Tour most humble aod obIig;ed servant, 

CATHARINE JONES. 

Your opiuioa of Mr. French* is just, and his due. 



TO MR. GAY AND THE DUCHESS OV 
dUEENSBERRY. 

DuiUn, July 10, 1732. 

I HAD your ]ettcr bj Mr. Rjves, a long time eller 
tlie date, for I suppose lie staid long io the way. I am 
' ^^^ you determine upon something ; there is no writing 
I esteem more than fables, nor anj thing so difficult to 
succeed in ; which, however, jou have done excellently 
well, and I have often admired your happiness in such 
a kind of performances, which I have frequently endea- 
voured at in vain. I remember I acted as you seem to 
hint ; I found a moral first, and studied for a fable, but 
could do notlting that pleased me, and so left oflTthat 
scheme for ever. I remember one, which was to repre- 
sent what scoundrels rise in armies by a long war, where- 
in I supposed the lion was engaged ; and having lost all 
his animals of worth, at last Serjeant Hog came to be 
brigadier, and Corporal Ass a colonel, &c. I agree 
with you likewise about getting something by the stage, 
which, when it succeeds, is the best crop for poetry ia 
England ; but, pray, take some new scheme, quite dif- 
• ferent from any thing you have already touched. Tlie 

* Huniphroy Frencli, lord mayor of Dublin; to whooi the deto 
addressed an Ode of Horace, printed io vol. x\» N. 
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preseut bumour of the players, who hardly (as I was 
told iu Londoo) regard aDj nevr play, aud your present 
tituatioaat the court, are the difficulties to be overcome; 
but those circumstances may have altered (at least the 
former) since I left you. My scheme was to pass a 
month at Amesbury, and then go to Twickenham, and 
live a winter between that aud Dawley, and sometimes 
at Riakins, without going to London, where I now can * 
have no occasional lodgings : but I am not yet in any 
condition for such removals. I would fain have you 
get enough against you grow old, to have two or three 
servants about you, and a convenient house. It is hard 
to want those svbsidia senectuii^ when a man grows hard 
to please, and few people care whether he be pleased or 
not. I have a large house, yet I should hardly prevail 
to fiod one visiter, if I wei-e not able to hire him with a 
bottle of wine : so that, when I am not abroad on horse- 
back, I generally dine alone, and am thankful if a friend 
will pass tlie evening with me.^ I am now with the 
remainder of my pint before me, and so here's your 
health — and the second aud chief is to my Tunbridge 
acquaintance, my lady duchess ; and I tell you that I 
fear my Lord Bolingbi-oke and Mr. Pope (a couple of 
philosophers) would starve me, for even of port wine I 
should require half a pint a day, and as much at night : 
and you were growing as bad, unless your duke and 
duchess have mended you. Your colic is owing to in- 
temperadlte of the pliilosophical kind : you eat without 

"^ From the time of Stella^s death, in 1727, Swings life became much 
more retired, and the austprity of his temper naturally increased* 
He could not join in the social cheerfulneis of his public days; or 
bear such an intrusion on his owu melaiiclioly, as the cheerfulness of 
others. His Chapter cntertainnu- ntF, however, which were four year- 
ly, were not discontiuued in his house, though he often declined pre- 
siding at the table, and sometiiuefl avoided the com^^ivv qiCVawev^sV. 
latimate friends. N. 
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care, and if you driDk less than T, you drinlc too litje. 
But your inatteutioii I cannot pardon, because I imagin- 
ed the cause fras removed, for I thought it lay in your 
forty millions of schemes by court hopes and court feafs. 
Yet Mr. Pope has the same defect, and it is of all other§ 
the most mortal to conversation .* neither is my Lord 
Bolingbroke untinged with it : all for vant of my rule, 
Five la bagatelle ! but the doctor Is the king of inatten- 
tion I What a vexatious life should I lead among you? 
If the duchess be a rivettse, I Mill never go to Amesburj^ 
or, if I do, I will run away from you both, to one of her 
women, and the steward and chaplain. 

UADAM, 

I mentioned something to Mr. Gay of a Tunbridgc 
acquaintance, whom we forget of course when we return 
to town, and yet I am assured that if they meet a^Q 
next summer, they have a better title to resume their 
commerce. Thus I look on my right of corresponding 
with your grace to be better established upon your return 
to Amesbury ; and I shall at this time descend to forget, 
or at least suspend my resentments of your neglect all 
the time you were in London. I still keep in my heart, 
that Mr. Gay had no sooner turned his back, than you 
left the place in his letter void which he had command* 
ed you to fill ; though your guilt confounded you so far 
that you wanted presence of mind to blot out the last 
line, where that command stared you in the face. But 
it is my misfortune to quarrel with all my acquaintance, 
and always come by the worst: and' fortune is ever 
against me, but never so much as by pursuing me out of 
mere partiality to your grace, for which you are to an- 
swer. By your connivance, she has pleased, by one 
^aimble 00 the stairs, to give me a lameness that six 
months have not been able ^eifecWy Vo t\it^*. ^\v^>\\>ja 
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prevented from revengiog myself by contkniiog a 
1 at Araeebuiy, and breeding confusioQ in your 
's family. Ko disappointnient. through my -whole 
AS been so vexatious by many degrees; aod God 
s \7hether I shall ever live to see the iovisible 
Lo ^ horn I was obliged for so many favours^ abd 
I never beheld since she was a brat in hanging 
!s. I am, and shall be ever, with the greatest re- 
and gratitude, 

Madam, your grace's most obedient, 

and most humble, At. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

My 1 8, 1 732. 

f RITE this letter, in hopes that Pope, a man scatter- 
the world (according to the French phrase) witt 
procure me an opportunity of conveying it safely 
lU, my reverend dean. For my own part, half thia 
ed nation might go to you, or half your beggarly 
Q might come to us, and the -whole migration be oveE 
e;..I knew any thing of the matter. My letter will 
im neither alTairs of state, nor of party ; and yet T 
i DOjt have it fall into the hands of our ministers: it 
t pass in their excellent noddles for a piece of a plot 
ist themselves, if not against the state ; or, at least, 
^t furnish them ivith an opportunity of doing au 
aitured, and disappointing a good natured thing ; 
1 being a pleasure to the malicious and the base, 
uld be sorry to give it on any occasion, and cspe- 
r on this, to the/?flr nohilefralrum,* 

* Sir Robeft IValpole, a&d his hrolUcr Hot^itt. ^ r 
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After this preamble, I proceed to tell you, that theit 
is ki 097 neighbourhood, in Berkshire, a clei^man, one 
Mr. Talbot, related to the solicitor general,* and pro- 
tected by him. This man has now the living of Biu^ 
field,t which the late bisliop of Durham held befoce, 
and, for aught I know, after he was bishop of Oxford. 
The living is worth four hundred pounds per anman 
over and above a curate paid, as Mr. Correy, a gentle- 
man who does my business in that country, and who is a 
very grave authority, assures me. The parsonage house 
is extremely good, the place pleasant, and the air excel- 
lent, the distance from London a little day's journey, and 
from hence (give me leave to think this circumstance of 
some importance to you) not much above half a day^s^ 
even for you who are no great jockey. Mr. Talbot hai 
many reasons, which make him desirous to settle in Ire- 
land for the rest of his life, and has been looking out for a 
change of preferments some time. As soon as I heard 
this, I employed one to know whether he continued in 
the same mind, and to tell him, that an advantageous 
exchange might be off ered him, if he could engage his 
kinsman to make it pratSU^abJe at court. He answered 
for his own acceptance, andhk kinsman's endeavoon. 
I employed next some friends to seci!Kjny ^^^ Dorset, 
who veiy frankly declared himself read)? to serve you in 
any thing, and in this if you desired it )SP^ ^^ meutioD- 
ed a thing, at the same time, wholly unkllPWQ t<> ™*> 
which is, that your deanery is not in the oonj^"^^^ ^ 
the crown, but in the election of the chapter. ^^ ^^^ 
render our affair perhaps more easy ; more hard* ^ ^^^ 
it cannot be ; but in all cases, it requires other fneasaies 
to be taken. One of these I believe must be, u 

* Afterward lord chancellor. N. 
t A rectory Vu^^vWAwe. B» 
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[oadlj. Bishop of Salisbury, if that be possible, to prc- 
ire his brother the Archbishop of Dublin. The light, 

vhich the proposition roust be represented to him and 
ir Diioisters, (if it be made to them) is this ; that thoyigh 
ey gratify you, they gratify you In a thing advanta- 
!0us to themselves, and silly in you to ask. I suppose 
will not be hard to persuade them, that it is better for 
.em you should be a private parish priest in an English 
uDty, than a dean in the metropolis of Ireland, where 
;ey know, because they have felt, your authority and 
tfluence. At least, this topic is a plausible one for those 
ho speak to them to insist upon, and coming out of a 
hig niouUi may have weight. Sure I am, they will 
» easily p£i5U9^^4lMt quitting power for ease, and a 
reatef^lor a less revenue, is a foolish bargain, which they 
flSild by consequence help you to make. 

You sec now the state of this whole affair, and you 
ill judge better than I am able to do, of the means to 
e employed on your side of the water : as to those on 
ds, nothing shall be neglected. Find some secure way 
r conveying your thoughts and your commands to me ; 
or my friend has a right to command me arbitrarily, 
faich no man else upon earth has. Or rather, dispose 
f affairs so as to come hither immediately. You in- 
iDded to come some time ago. You speak, in a letter 
'ope has just now received from you, as if you still had 
1 view to make this journey before winter. Make it 
1 the summer, and the sooner the better. To tdk of 
eing able to ride with stirrups, is trifling : get on Pega- 
18, bestride the hippogryph, or mount the white nag in 
le Revelation. To be serious; come any how, and 
at neither delay nor humour in a matter which requires 
et^atch and management. Though I have room, I 

VOL XVIII. I 
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will not saj one word to you about Berkeley'i 
Delaoy'&t book. Some part of the former is hai 
be understood ; none of the latter is to be read. 1 
pose, however, to reconcile jou to metaphysics; by i 
%g how they may be employed against metaphysic 
and tliat whenever you do not understand them, nc 
else does^ no not those who write them. 

I know you are inquisitive about the health o 
poor woman who inliabits this place ; it is tolerable 
tcr tlian it has been some years. Come and see 
you shall be nursed, fondled, and humoured. Sh 
sires you to accept this assurance, with her humbl< 
vice. Your horses shall be grazed in summer, ai 
thered in winter; and you and your man shall 
.meat, drink, and lodging. Washing I cannot afford 
Dean ; for I am grown saving, thanks to your sc 
about frugality. 



FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

Drat/Ion, July 19, 171 

I BELIEVE you will not wonder at my long sil 
irhen I tell you, that Mrs. Floyd came ill here, bi 
kept pretty much to herself; and ever since sb 
been here, till whhin these two or three days, I hav 
no hopes of her life. You may easily guess what I 
have suffered for a so long tried, prudent, useful, % 
able companion and friend. And God knows, she i 
excessively weak, and mends but slowly : howe> 
have now great hopes, and I am very good at bell 

* " Alciphron ; or, The Minute Philosopher." B. 
i " Hevelation Examined YiitUCatidour." B. 
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what I heartily wish. As I dare say you will be etm- 
ceroed for her, you may want to know her illoess, but 
that IB more than I can tell you. She has fancied her- 
self in a consunption a f|;reat while : but though she has 
had the most dreadful cough I ever heard in my life, all 
the doctors stdd, it was not that; but none of them did 
say what it was. The doctor here, who is an extraor- 
dinary good one, (but lives fourteen long, long miles off) 
has lately been left ten thousand pounds, and now hates 
bk business ; he says, it is a sharp humour that falls upon 
hier nerves, sometimes on her stomsich and bowels ,' and 
indeed what he has given her, has, to appearance^ had 
much better effect than the* millions :of things she has 
been Horced to take. After this, you will not expect I 
should have followed jour orders, and rid, for I havtf 
scarcely walked ; although I dare not be very much in 
her room, because she constrained herself to hide her 
illness from me. 

The Duke and Duchess of Dorset have not been here 
yet, but I am in hopes they will soon. I do not know 
whether you remember McSi^CroWther and Mrs. Acourt ; 
they and. Mr. Persode are my company; but as I love 
my house full, I expect more still ; and my Lady Suf- 
folk talks of making me a short visit. . I have been so 
.fcll of Mrs. Floyd, I had like to have forgot to tell you 
that I am such a dunderhead, that I really do not know 
W^at my sister Pen's age was ; but I think she could not 
be above twelve years old. She was the next to me^ 
but whether twocKv thvee years younger I have forgot; 
and what is more ridiculous, I do not exactly know my 
own, for my mother and nurse used to differ upon that 
notable point. And I am willing to be a young lady 
still, so will not allow myself to be more than forty-eight 
next birthsl^y ; but if I make my letter any longer^ \)et- 
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baps you will wish I never had been born. So adieu, 
dear dean. 



TO MR. ALDERMAN BARBER.* 

MR. ALDERMAN, DuhUu^ July 22, 1732. 

There is a young gentleman of the clei^ heie, ibr 
whom I have ^reat regard. And I cannot but wiih tUs 
young gentleman (for whose learning and oratory io.dK 
pulpit I will engage) might have the honour to be your 
chaplain in your mayoralty. His name is Matthew 
Filiiington ; he is some years under thirty, but has mae 

* John Barber, wn of a barber, in the city of Loodon, was bred ft 
printer, in which business, by a successAil train nlS circanstaBCHi 
whicli brought him acquainted with Lord Bolingbroke, Swift, Pope, 
and others of the most eminent writers of the age, he acquired em- 
•iderable opulence. He added greatly to his wealth by the Sooth 
Sea scheme, which he had prudence enough to tecnre in tfane,aDd 
purchased an estate at East Sheen with part of his gaits. In pris* 
ciples he was a jacobite \ and in his travels to Italy, whither he wait 
for the recovery of his liealth, was introduced to the Pretender, 
which exposed him to some dangers on his return to England; fbrTOt- 
aediately on his arrival he was taken into custody by a king's met- 
fenger ; but was :released without punishment. He wan elected Al- 
derman of Castle Baynard ward 1722 ; sheriff 1730 ; and in 173^ 
lord mayor of London. During his mayoralty it happened that fte 
fcheme of a general excise was brought forward; \sy his active opp^- 
■ition to which, he acquired, for a time, a eonsiderahle d^ree d 
popularity, tliough he is accused of procuring clandestinely f^DmBfr* 
Boiiworth,'thc city chamberlain, the documents which enabled hifflto 
make so eonspicoous a figure on that .occasioik. Among tb« alder- 
jnan^s public actions, it should be mentioned, that he put up a noDO- 
ment to Butler, in Westminster Abbey. By his will, dated Dec. 2Bi 
1740, he desired that his body might be buried at Mortlake, as near 
ai possible to the ground which he had given to enlarge the dinrck 
|ard. He bequeathed 300Z. ta Lord Boliagbroke, 2002. to Peas 
Swift, and 100/. to Mr. Pope ; and, dyipg a. few days afterward, wsi 
buried pnrsuant to his request. See his epitaph in Ijyiba^ Enviroii 
nP f^o/ufon, vol. i. p, ?n\. N. 
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seuse, and discretioD, thao any of your London par- 
ten years above his age. He has a great longing 
se England, and appear in the presence of Mr. Pope, 
Gay, and others, in which I will venture to befriend 
You are not to tell roe of prior engagements; 
IU8C I have some title, as an old acquaintance, to 
ect a favour from you; Therefore, pray let me 
w immediately that you have complied with my re- 
It before you had read half my letter.^ I expect 
r answer, to my satisfaction, and the happiness of the 
Dg gentleman ; and am, with great sincerity. 

Your most obedient servant, 

J. SWIFT, 
i 

ia ^j You need not be afraid of Mr. Filkiogton's 
^lag upon you; for he has some fortune of his own, 
somewhat in the church ; but he would be glad to 
England, and be more known to those who will es- 
1 him, and may raise him. 



LOM MR. GAY AND THE DUCHESS OF 
QUEENSBERRY. 

R SIR, Ameshury. July 24, i 732. 

.a the circnmstancGss of our money affaurs arc altered, 
link myself obliged to acquaint you witli them an 
I as I can ; vfakh, tf I had not received your letter 



This letter was sent to Mrs. Barber the poetesg and Mr. Delaof, 
were theo id Loadon, to^be delivered by them to tiie aldermaa % 
he J never delivered it, out of a dc«ire, as was supposed, to pre - 
the recommendation from succeeding : and the dean was under 
lecesfiity of writing a second letter to the sante purpose, which bc^ 
\ the plaee to Mr. Pilkinglon. N, 



b* 
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last poet, I should have done now. I left your 'twf 
South Sea honds, and four of mj own, in Mr. Hoare^ 
hands, when I came out of town, that he might recdfe !k 
the interest for us, when due ; or, if jou shonkT want a 
your money, that you mi^t receive it upon your order. & 
Since I came out of town, the South Sea Company hate |i 
come to a resohition to pay off 50 per cent of tbdr 
bonds, with the interest of the .50 per cent to Micbad- 
mas next. So that there is now half of our fortunes in h 
Mr. Hoare's hands at present, without any interest foiog t 
on. As you seem to be inclined to have your mooej e 
remitted to Ireland, I will not lay out the sum that ii i 
paid into bis bands in any other thing, till I have yonr 
orders. I cannot tell what to do with my own. I b^ 
lieve I shall see Mr. Hoare in this country verj^ adl^ ; 
far he has a house not above six miles from U8» aod.I ii^ 
lend to advise with him ; though in the present ntuatioo 
of aflfairs, I expect to be left to take my own way. Tht 
remaining 50 per cent, were it to be sold at present; 
bears a premium; but the premium on the 50 that was 
paid is sunk. I do not know whether I write intelligi- 
bly upon the subject. I cauuul scud yuu the particulars 
of your account, though I know I am in debt to you for 
interest, beside the principal ; and you will understand 
so much of what I intend to inform you, that half of 
your money is now in Mr. Hoare's hands without aDj 
interest. So since I cannot send you the particulars of 
your account, J will now say no more about it. 

I shall finish the work I Intended, this summer ; but 
I look upon the success in every respect to be precaii* 
ous. You judge very right of my present dtuatien, that 
I cannot propose to succeed by favour; and I do not 
think, if I could flatter myself that I had any degree of 
merit, much could be expected from that unfashionable 
pretension. 



DOCTOR SWIFT. 1^5 

1 have almost done every dung I proposed in the wa^ 
of Fables ; but have not set tlie last hand to them. 
Though thej vill not amount to half the number, I be* 
liere they will make much such another volume as the 
last T find it the most diificuU task I ever undertook ; 
but have determined to go through M'ith it ; and, after 
tbi% I believe I shall never have courage enough to 
thiiik aoy moi-e in this way. T.ast post I had a letter 
from Mr. Pope, who iofomis me Jie has heard from you; 
and that he is preparing some scattered things of yours 
and his for the press. I believe I shall not see him till 
the winter ; for, by riding and walking, I am endeavour- 
ing to lay in a stock of health, to squander in the town; 
Yea see, in this respect, my scheme is very like the 
country gentlemen in regard to their revenues. As to 
By eating and drinking, I live as when you knew me ; 
so that 10 that point we shall agree very well in living 
together ; and the duchess will answer for me, that I am 
cured of inattention ; for I never forget any thing she 
says to me.* For he never hears what I say, so cannot 
foiget. If I served him the same way, I should not 
eare a farthing ever to be better acquainted with mj 
Tuubridge acquaintance, whom, by attention to him, I 
have learned to set my heart upon. I began to give 
over all hopes, and from thence began my neglect. I 
think this a very pliilosophical reason, though there 
might be another given. When fine ladies are in Lon- 
don, it is very genteel and allowable to forget their best 
friends; which, if I thought modestly of myself, must 
needs be you, because you know little of me. Till you 
do more, pray do not persuade Mr. Gay, that he is dis- 
creet enough to live alone ; for I do assure you he is 
not, nor I either. We are of great use to one another ; 

* The duchcM here takes up the ic«t ot \.\\^\Vckfc, "^^ 
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for we oever flatter or contradict, but when it is absoIut6 
\y ueceBBarjy and then we do it to some purpose ; pa^ 
ticularlj the first agrees mightily with our constitutioos. 
If ever we quarrel, it will be about a piece of bread 
and butter ; for some body is never sick, except he eats 
too much of it. lie will not quarrel with yon for a 
glass or so; for by that means he hopes to gulp dowa 
some of that forty millions of schemes that hindered 
him from being good company. I would fain see you 
here, there is so fair a chance that one of us must be 
pleased, perhaps both ; you with an old acquaintance) 
and I with a new one : it is so well worth taking a jour- 
ney for, that if the mountain will not come to Mahomet, 
Mahomet must go to the mountain. But before either 
of our journeys ai*e settled, I desire you would resolvcr 
me one question — whether a man, who tliinks himself 
well where be is, should look out for his house and ser- 
vants before it is convenient, before he grows old, or be- 
fore a person, with whom he lives, pulls him by the sleeve 
in private (according to oath) and tells him> they have 
enough of his company ? He will not let me write one 
word more, but that I have a very great regard fi>r 
you, &c. 
The duke is very much yours, and wilt never leave 

you to your wine.* Many thanks for your drum 

I wish to receive your congratulations for the other boy, 
you may believe. 

* When the dean was with Mr. Pope at Twickenham, be Died to 
deflert fhem soon after supper, with, ** Well, fentlesieo^ I leave fou 
to your wiae." N. 



DOCTOR SWIFT. :. 197 



FROM MRS. C^SAR * 

Aug. 6, 1732. 

Permit me to congratulate jou upon the return of 
ttra. Barber, with thanks for pleasures enjoyed in her 
compaajf for had she not come recommended by the 
dean of St Patrick^^ likely I had passed her by un- 
heeded^ being apt ta fdlow a good author, in shunning 
those of ray own coat. But hold ; I must look if it runs 
not from comer to corner, which I more fear than length. 
For Pope says, though sometimes he finds too many let- 
tjBis In my words, never too many words in my let- 
ters. So with Mr. Caesar's, and my best wishes, thou 
worthy, witty, honest dean, adieu. 

M. ADELMAR CiESAR. 



FROM LADY WORSLEY.t 

■ftW, Aug. 6, 1 732. 

I FT,ATTEn myselfj that if you had received my last 
tetter, you would have favoured me with an answer f 
therefore I take it for granted it is lost.. 

I was so proud of your commands, and so fearful of 
being supplanted by my daughter, that I went to wort 
immediately, that hci* box might not keep her in your 

« Wife to the treasurer or the navy during Lord Oxford's admiuis- 
tration, io the reign of Uueen Anne. H. 

+ Endorsed, " Lady VVorslcy, with a present of a writing-box japan- 
ned by herself." This lady Was Prance?, wire of Sir Robert Worsley, 
Btfrt. and mother of Lady Carteret, wife of Jolm J ^ord Cm Icret, after- 
ward Earl Granville. N. 

1 2 
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remembrance, while there vras nothiog to put you in 
miod of an old friend, and humble servant. But Mrs. 
Barber's long stay here (who promised me to convey it 
to you) has made me appear very negligent. I doubt 
not but you think me unworthy of the sltare (you tnee 
told me) I had in your heart. I am yet vain eooogh 
to think I deserve it better than M those flirting girb 
you coquet witli. I idU not yield (even) to dfa% 
Pdify^ whom I was the most jealous of when you wai 
last here. What if I am a great grandmother,. I can itiii 
disUnguiBh your merit from all the rest of the world ; but 
Jt is not ooDsisteut with your good breeding to put one 
in mood of it ; tlierefore I am determined not to uae oqr 
interest >iith Sir Robert for a living in the Isle of Wight) 
though notliing else could reconcile me to the plact. 
But if I could make you archbishop of Canterbury, I 
should forget my resentments, fcHr the sake of the BoAf. 
who very much want a careful sliepherd. Are we to 
have the honour of seeing you, or not ? I have fresh bope» 
given me; but I dare not please myself too much with, 
them, lest I should be again disappointed. If I had it 
as much in my power, as my inclination, to serve Mck 
Barber, she should not be kept thus long attending; but 
I hope her next voyage may prove more suocessfiiL 
She is just come in, and tells me you have sprained your 
foot, which will prevent your journey till the next sum- 
mer; but assure yourself the Bath is the only infalHble 
cure for such an accident. If you have any regard re- 
maining for me, you will sliow it by taking^ my advice; 
if not, I will endeavour to forget you, if I can. But, 
tin that doubt is cleared, I am as much as ever, the 
doan's obedient bumble servant, 

F. WORSLEY. 
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TO ALDERMAN BABBER. 

Dublin^ August lOy ^732. 
MB. jlldermanI 

I AX veiy angry irith my friend Doctor Delaoy, for 
not applying to you soeuer, as I desired him, in favour 
of Mr. Matthew FilkiagtoD, a young clergyman here, 
who has a great ambition to have tlie honour of being 
your chaplain in your mayoralty. I waited for the doc* 
tor's answer before I could write to you, and it came but 
last night. He tells me you have been so very kind as 
to give him a promise upon my request; I will therefore 
tell my story. This gentleman was brought to me by the 
doctor about foui' years ago, and I found him so modest a 
young man, so good a scholar and preacher, and of so 
hopeful a genius, and grew still better upon my hands 
the more I knew him, that I have been seeking all op- 
portunities to do him some real service ; from no other mo- 
tive in the world but the esteem I had of his wortli. 
And I hope you know me long enougtNto believe roe 
capable of acting as I ought to do in such a case, how- 
ever contrary it may be to the present practice of the 
. world. He has a great longing to see England, and ap- 
pear in the presence of Mr. Pope, Mr. Gay, Doctor Ar- 
buthnot, and some other of my friends, wherein I will 
assist him with my recommendations. He is no relation 
or dependent of mine. I am not putting you upon a 
job, but to encourage a young man of meiit upon his own 
account as well as mine. He will be no burden upon 
you, for he has some fortune of his own, and will have a 
much better from liis father ; aqd has also a convenient 
establishment in a church in this city. 

Mr. Pilkington will be ready to attend you upon your 

commaod, and I wish he may go as aoou as ^(m»S;A&A^^v. 

I 3 
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lie may have a few weeks to prepare him for his bii8inefli» 
by seeing the tower, the moDument, aod Westmiogter- 
abbey, and have done staring in the streets. 

I am so entirely out of the world, that I cannot pro- 
mise a hope ever to requite your favour, otherwise than 
with hearty thanks for conferring tliis obligation upon 
mc. And I shall ever remain, with true esteem, yon> 
most obedient and obliged humble servant. 

JONATH. SWIFT. 



TO MR. GAT AND THE DUCHESS OF 
QUEENSBERRY- 

Dublin, Aug. 12, 1782. 

I KKow not what to say to tlie account of your stew- 
ardship, and it is monstrous to me that the South Sea^ 
sliould pay half their debts at one clap. But I will send 
for the money when you put me into tlie way, for I shall 
want it here, my aflTairs l>eiug in a bad condition by the 
miseries of the kingdom, and my own private fortune be- 
ing wholly dtnbroiled, and worse than ever; so that I 
fihall soon petition (he duchess, as- an object of charity, to 
lend me three or foui* thousand pounds to keep up my 

♦ Gajr, as well as bis friend Pope, ventnred some mon^y in theft- 
mens Sotitli Sea scheme. Aud there was a print by Hogarth, repre-- 
•enting Pope putting one of his hands into the pocket of a large fat 
jiersonage, who wore a hornbook at his girdle, designed for the figure 
of Gay ; and tiie hornbook had reference to his Fables, written for 
the yoimg Duke of Cumberland. To such subjects, it is to be wished, 
that Hogarth had always confined the powers oihU pencil. "His 
Sigismund.i,'' says Mr. Walpole, *' is a maudlin strumpet, just tnm- 
rU out of Leopln^, and with eyes red witii rage and usquebaugh, teai^ 
ing ofTtlic orniments her lover had given her. And as to hit scene 
from MIHoQ, Hell and Desiih have lost their terrors, and Sin is dl- 
vttaicd ofull j>bwers of tcmptalVoiu'' ' I>t . \\ j^^io:^. 
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clignitj'. My one hundred pound will buy me dz hogs- 
heads of ifine, which will support me a year; prcvisa 
frugis in annum ccpia. Horace desired no more ; fori 
will con8true,/Vi^t5 to be wine. Tou are young enough 
to get some lucky hint which must come by chance, and 
it shall be a: thif^ of importi^nce, ^oif ff kimc in ammtn 
viNTOl et inpktres, and you shall not finish it in haste, and 
it shall be diverting, and usefully saturical, and the duch- 
ess shall be yonr critie ; and between you and roe, I do 
not find she will grow weary of you till this time seven 
years; I had lately an offer to change for an English 
living, which is just too shcHl by 300Z. a year, and that 
must be made up out of the duchess's pin-money befoi'e 
I can consent. I want to be minister of Amesbury, 
Dawley, Twickenham, Riskins, and prebendary of West- 
minster, else I will not stir a step, but contest myself 
with makibg the duchess miserable three months next 
summer. But I keep ill company : I mean the duchess 
and you, who are both out of favour; and so I find am 
I, by a few verses wherein Pope and you have your 
parts. You hear Dr. Delany has got a wife with 1600/. 
' a year ; I, who am his governor, cannot take one under 
two thousand ; I wish you would inquire of such a one 
in your neighbourhood. See what it is to write godly 
books 1 I profess I envy you above all men in England ; 
you want nothiog but three thousand pounds more to 
keep you in plenty when your friends grow weary of 
you. To prevent which last evil at Amcsbury, you must 
karn to domineer and be peevish, to find fault witli their 
vtctuals and drink, to chide and direct the servants with 
gome other lessons, which I shall teach you, and always 
practiced myself witli success. I believe I fonnerly de- 
sired to know whether the vicar of Amesbury can play 
at backgammon ? pray ask him the question, and give 
him wysenrice^ 
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MADAM, 

I waB the most uniraiy creature in the world,* vhei^ 
against mj old maxima, I writ first to you upon your 
return to Tunbridge. I beg that this condescension of 
mine may go no farther, and that you will not pretend 
to make a precedent of it. I never knew any man cax* 
ed of any inattention, although the pretended causa 
were removed. . When I was with Mr. Gay last in LoD' 
don, talking with him on some poetical subjects^ he would 
answer, '^ Well, I am determined not to accept the em- 
ployment of gentleman usher ;" and of the same disposi- 
tion were all my poetical friends, and if you cannot cue 
^m, I utterly despair. As to yourself, I will say to 
you (though comparisons be odious) what I said to the 
qiieeo, that your quality should be never any motive of 
esteem to me : my compliment was then lost, but it will 
not be so Co you. For I know you more by any one of 
your letters, than I could by six months oonverdog* 
Your pen is always more natural and sincere and unaf- 
fected than your tongue ; in writing you are too lazy to 
give yourself the trouble of acting a part, and have in- 
deed acted so indiscreetly that I have you at mercy ; 
and although you should arrive to such a height of im* 
' morality as to deny your hand, yet, whenever I pro- 
duce it, the world will unite in swearing this must come 
from you only. 

I will answer your question. Mr. Gay is not dis- 
creet enough to live alone, but he is too discreet to live 
alone ; and yet (unless you men^i him) he will live alone 

* One of the last, and most elegant compliments which this sinsQ* 
lar lady, after having been celebrated by so many former wits and 
poets, received, was finom the amiable Mr. Williao^ Whitehead, in 
the third vohime of his works, p. 65 ; which compliment tarns on the 
peculiar circumstance of her grace*8 having never dianged her dress 
according to the fashion, but retained that which had been ia YOgnt 
when ihe was a young beauty « Dr« Vf Aiao^« 
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even JQ youir .grace's company. Tour quarrelliog; with 

each other upon the subject of bread aod butter, is the 

most usual thing ia the world; parliaments, courts, cities, 

aod kiDgdoms quarrel for uo other cause ; from hence, 

and from hence only, arise all the quarrels between 

whig and tory ; between those who are in the ministry, 

aod those who are out; between all pretenders to em- 

ploymeot in the church, the law, and the army : even 

the common proverb teaches you this, when we say, it h 

none of my bread and butter, meaning it is no business 

of mine. Therefore I despair of any reconcilement be- 

tweea you till the affair of bread and butter be adjusted, 

wbevein I would gladly be a mediator. If Mahomet 

diould come to the mountain, bow happy would an exr 

eellent lady be, who. lives a few miles from this town? 

As I was telling of Mr. Gay's way of living at Amesbu- 

ry, the offered fifty guineas to have you both at her 

house for one hour over a bottle of Burgundy, which 

we were then dnnking; To your question I answer, 

that your graee should pull me by the sleeve till you 

lore it ofl^ and when you said you. were weary of me, I 

would pretend ta be deaf> aod think (according to 

another proverb) that you tore my clothes to- keep me 

from going. I never will believe one word you say of 

my lord duke, unless I see three or four lines in his own 

hand at the bottom of yours* I have a concern in the 

whole family, and Mr. Gay must give me a particular 

account of every branch, for I am not ashamed of you 

though you be duke an^ duchess, though I have been of 

others who are, &c. and I do not doubt but even your 

own servants love you, even down to your postillions : 

and when I come to Anesbury, before I see your grace, 

I will have an hour's conversation with the vicar, who 

will tell me how familiarly you t«lk to goody DobsQn 
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aad all the neighbours, as tf .you were their equal, and 
that you were godmother to her son Jacky. 
I am, and shall be ever, wtth the greatest respect, 

Your grace's most obedient, &c. 



MR. PILKIJNTOTON TO MR. BOWYER 

SIR, DubKnj Aug. 1 7, 1 732* 

I RKCBiTED your last letter, with the note to Hn 
North. I am extremely obliged to you for the hrooi 
of such a present, and shall be glad to have an oppor- 
tunity to express my gratitude to you. 

I would send with this letter two or three of tbofl^ 
papers which I design for your vohime, but the dean » 
reading them over, to try if there be any alteratioD re- 
quisite in any of them. I showed him your note to Mr.. 
North ; and 1 believe he was at least as much pleased 
as the person who was to receive it. We have thoughts 
of preparing a preface to your edition, in the name oi 
the editor. Let me know whether I shall send Ae 
pamphlets by post, and whether you have the Journal 
of a Dublin Lady, the Ballad on the English Dean, and: 
Rochford's Journal, because you shall have the copies 
sent to you, and the property effectually secured. I 
mentioned your request to the dean ; and I shall get 
you the right of printing the proposal for EaUug ChIK 
dren. I mentioned the alteration of the titles ; and be 
thinks it will be most proper to give them both the Irish- 
and English titles ; for instatice, the Soldier and the 
Scholar, or Hamilton's Bawu, &c. I have some hope 
of being able to send all these in about a week or fort- 
night's time ; and shall venture to send tlicm by post, 
though it will be expensive. TVie dci^.v\ %?c^;%^ he thinks 
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the ^firignnieDt'*'' as full as it is possible for him to write ; 
bat that iie trill comply w&h anj alterations we think 
proper. I shall expect to hear from yoa as soon as pos* 
sible ; because I have some schemes to transact, which 
probably I shall acquaint jou with in mj next letter. 

I am, sir, 

Your most obliged senrs^it, 

MATT. PILKII^GTON. 



FROM THE EARL OF PETERBOROUGBt 

TO MR. POPE. 

1732. 

. ■ 

I AX under the greatest impatience to see Dr. Swiil 
at Bevis-Mount, and must sigoifj mj miod to him by 
another hand ; it not being permitted me to hold cor- 
r^pondence with the said dean, for no letter of mine call 
com^ to his hands. 

And whereas it is apparent, in this protebtant land, 
most especially under the care of Divine Providence^ 
that nothing can succeed or come to a happy issue with- 
out bribery ; t^ierefore let me know what he expects, 
to comply with my desires, and it shall be remitted un- 
to him. 

For, though t would not corrupt any man for the 
whole world, yet a benevolence may be given without 
any offence to conscience : every one must confess that 
gratification and corruption are two distinct terms; 
nay, at worst, many good men hold, that, for a good 
end, some very naughty measures may be made use of. 

But, sir, I must give you some good news in relation 

* 8fe tills asngnment in voW "t^^ 
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to myself, because I know you wish roe well : I aa 
cured of some diseases in my old age, which tormeoted 
me very much in my youth. 

I was possessed with violent and uneasy passioDs^such 
as a peevish concern for truth, and a saucy love for mj 
countr}'. 

When a christian priest preached against the spirit of 
the gospel, when an English judge determined agaimt 
Magna Charta, when the minister acted against commoa 
aeose, I used to fret. 

Now, sir, let what will happen, I keep myself in tem- 
{ler. As I have no flattering hopes, so I banish all uie- 
lesB fears : but as to the things of this world, I find my- 
self in a condition beyond expectation ; it being evident, 
from a late parliamentary inquiry, that I have as much 
ready money, as much in the funds, and as great a per 
tonal estate, as Sir Robert Sutton.* 

If the translator of Homer find fault with this unbe- 
roic disposition, or (what I more fear) if the drapier of 
Ireland accuse the Englishmen of want of spirit ; I si- 
lence you both with one line out of your own Horace, 
Qtddte exemplajwat spinis e pturibus una ? for I take 
the whole to be so corrupted, that a cure in any part 
would but little avail. 

Tours, ^Izc 



* He was expelled the home of commons for bdag eouceroed id tbe 
charitable corporation, which lent money to poor people on pledfes. 
See very ample accounts of the whole transactioa in tbe periodictl 
foblicatioos of 1732 and 1733. N. 



.« V. 
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. FROM ALDERMAK BARBER. 

SIR, London, Avg» 2Ay 1132, 

I WISH Dr. Delany bad complied vith your request 
•ooner, in acquaintiog me with your lotcotioos in favour 
of Mf. PilkiogtoD. I could have beeo glad also, that he 
had acquainted 70U, as I desired him, with the particu* 
JaiB bow I Btood circumstautiated in relation to the chap- 
lain ; for I flatter myself that your usual good nature 
would have induced you to comply with my request, in 
writing a letter to me, in an authorative way, in your 
recommendation of Mr. Pilkington; which would baro 
given me a good excuse for my refusing a gentleman^ 
whom my deputy and common couneilmen had recooh 
mended to me above six months ago. 

Another accident happened in thb affair, by the doc- 
tor^a not receiving a letter I sent him, which, by mistake, 
came not to his hands (though at home) until many 
hours after my man had left it at his lodgings ; which 
letter had he seen in time, would have prevented seme 
Utile difficulties I He under in this affair, and which I 
must get over as well as I can. For, sir, when I reflect 
OB the many obligations I have to you, which I shall 
ever acknowledge, I am glad of any occasion to show 
my gratitude ; and do hereby, at your request, make 
Mr. Pilkington my chaplain, when mayor. I wish it 
may answer bis expectations ; for the profits are not 
above one hundred and twenty pounds, if so much, as I 
am told. He constantly dines with the mayor ; but I 
am afraid cannot lie in the hall, the rooms being all of 
state. For your sake I wi)l show him all the civilitiea 
I can. Tou will recommend him to Jo. (Dr. I mean) 
Trapp. The mayor's day is the 30th of October ; so 
that be may take Iiis own time. 



I 
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It would add very much to my felicity, if yourhedlb 
would permit you to come over iu the spring, and see i 
pageant of your own making. Had you been here nov, 
I am persuaded you would have put me to an addition- , 
ft] expense, by having a raree show (or pageant) as of H 
•Id, on the lord mayor's day. Mr. Pope and f wot 
thinking to have a large machine carried through the 
city, with a printing press, author, publishers, hawken, 
devils, etc. and a satirical poem printed and tbrovD 
from the press to the mob, in public view, but not to 
give offence ; but your absence spoils that dedgn. 

Pray God preserve yoii long, very long, for the good 
of your country, and the joy and satisfaction of yonr 
friends; among whom I take the liberty to subsciik 
myself, with great sincerity, sir, 
Your most obedient 

and most humble servant, 

J. BARBER. 
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MR. PILKIXOTO:!^ TO MR. BOWTER- 

811, - August 29, n^. 

I HAVs sent you eome of the pamphlets I promised, 
in as lai^e a parcel as I could venture. The deau has, 
with his own hand, made some alterations in some of 
them. I will by next post, or next but one, send you 
another pamphlet at least, and a new assignment from 
the dean. He received a letter from Mr. Pope and 
Mr. Motte ; but neither have been of the least disad- 
vantage to my request. I cannot say but I am proud of 
his friendship to roe. 

I desire that you will insist upon your right by the 
assignment I formerly seni\ eu^ \^X '^t« ^^\.Vft%hf6w 
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jou ao7 thing under the dean's hand which will in- 
validate it ! Our a£^ is a point where the dean'0 
honour is concerned ; and that very consideration may 
convince you that your interests will be secured. You 
ihall hear from me more particularly in a post or two». 

I send you a catalogue of some of those pieces which 
you are entitled to print ; and if you would add any of 
the Intelligencers, I can inform you which are the dean's, 
and which not. 

A catalogue of pieces which you are empowered to 
print, by the dean's assignment : The Barrack. An 
Ode to Ireland, from Horace. A Libel on Dr. Delany 
and Lord Carteret. To Dr. Delany, on the Libels 
fgaiost him. O'Rourk. The Dressing Room. The 
Djefence of it. The Journal at Rochford's. The 
Thorn. City Cries. Project, Bishops' Lands. On 
Bishop's Leases. Arguments against repealing the Test 
Act. Considerations on the Bishops' Bills. Vindi- 
cation of Lord Carteret. Proposal for Eating Children. 
Poem on the English Dean. Journal of a Dublin 
liady. 

MATT. PILKINGTON. 



FROM MB. GAY AND THE DUCHESS OF 

QUEENSBERRY. 

SSAB SIR, Ameshtay^ Aug. 28, 1732. 

Mb. Hoare has a hundred and odd pounds 0/ yours 
in his hands, which you may have whenever you please 
to draw upon me for it. I know I am more indebted to 
you (I mean, beside the South Sea bond of a hundred, 
that still subsists;) but I cannot tell you exactly how 
your account stands till I go to toncn* 1 \iV5^\as5»w| ^^ 
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my owD too io Mr. Hoare's hands, which I know not at^ 
present bow to dispose of. I believe I shall leave it^ 
irithout interest till I go to town, and shall then be 
the same loss how to dispose (rf it as now. I have 
intention to get more money next winter ; but am pre--^ 
pared for disappointments, which I think it is very like-;"^ 
ly I shall meet with ; yet as you think it convenient and ^ 
necessary that I should have more than I have, you seer 
I resolve to do what I can to oblige you. If my designt 
should not take effect, I desire you will be as easy under 
it as I shall be ; for T find you so solicitous about me, 
that you cannot bear my disappointments as well as I 
can. If I do not write intelligibly to you, it is because 
I would not have the clerks of the post-office knot | 
every thing I am doing. If you would come here tbis 
-summer, you might with me, have helped to havedmok 
up the duke's wine, and saved your money. I am grow- 
ing so saving of late, that I very often reproach myself 
with being covetous ; and I am very often afraid that I 
ahall have the trouble of having money, and never have 
the pleasure of makin^; use of it. 'I wish you could live 
among us; but not unless it could ha to your ease and 
satisfaction. You insist upon your being minister of 
Amesbury, Dawley, Twickenham, Riskiugs, and pre- 
bendary of Westminster. For your being minister ia 
those places, I cannot promise you ; but I know you 
might have a good living in every one of them. Gam- 
badoes I have rid in, and I think them a very fine and 
useful invention ; but I have not made use of them since 
I left Devonshire. I ride and walk eVery day to such 
excess, that I am afraid I shall take a surfeit of it. I 
am sure, if I am not better in health after it, it is not 
worth the paiu& I say this, though I have this season 
shot nineteen brace of partridges. I have very little 
acguajntance with our vicat-, te doe^ not live among 
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mi resides io another parish. And I have not plaj- 
at backgammon witli any body since I came to 
»buiy, but Lady Harold, and Lady Bateman. As 
Delany* has taken away a fortune from us, I expect 
le recommended in Ireland. If authors of godly 
is are entitled to such fortunes, I desire you would 
mmeod me as a moral one ; I mean, in Ireland, for 
recommeDdation would not do in England 



THE DUCHESS BEGINS. 

I'be duchess will not lend you two or three thousand 
ods to keep up your dignity, for reasons to Strada 
Poe ; but she had much rather give you that, or ten 
usand pounds more, than lay it out in a fine petticoat 
nake herself respected. 

[ believe, for all you give Mr. Gay much advice, that 
11 are a very indiscreet person yourself, or else you 
uld come here to take care of your own ailairs ; and 
t be so indiscreet as to send for your money over to a 
ice where there is none. Mr. Gay is a very rich 
m; for I really think he does not wish to be richer; 
t he will, for he is doing what you bid him ; though, 
it may not be allowed, he will acquire greater honour, 
d less trouble. His covetousness, at present, is for 
lalth, which he takes so much pains for, that he does 
i allow himself time to enjoy it. Neither does he al- 
w himself time to be either absent or present. When 
! began to be a sportsman, he had like to have killed a 

* Dr. Delany married first Mrs. Tenoison, and afterwardf Mrs. 
sidarves ; but not till a few years after the date of this letter. We 
.ve a letter with that lady^s sigoature, September 2, 1736. Mr. 
ivlkoer says, io 1735, *8he wns married some years after; and 
e was a lady of the finest accompliihmeotfl and mofli.onlveml 
suim N. 
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dog ; and now every day I efpeci he vill kill liioisel^ 
and then the bread and butter affair can never be 
brought before you. It is really an afiair of too great 
consequence to be trusted in a letter ; therefore prif 
come on purpose to decide it. If you do, you will not 
hear how familiar I am with Goody Dobson ; for I have 
Been Goody Dobson play at that with so ill a grace, that 
I was determined never to risk any thing so unbecoming. 
I am not beloved, neither do I love any creature, except 
a very few, and those not for having any sort of merit, 
but only because it is my humour ; in this rank, Mr. 
Gay stands first, and yourself next, if you like to be 
xespected upon these conditions. Now do you know 
me ? He stands over me, and scolds me for spelling ill ; 
and is very peevish (and sleepy) that I do not give hiio 
up the pen ; for he has yawned for it a thousand tiroes. 
We both once heard a lady (who at that time we both 
thought well of) wish that she had the best living io 
England to give you. It was not I ; but I do wish it 
with all my heart, if Mr. Gay does not hang out false 
lights for hb friend. 

MR. GAY GOES ON HERE. 

I had forgot to tell you, that I very lately received a 
letter from Twickenham, in which was this paragraph : 
^ Motte, and another idle fellow, I find, have been writ- 
ing to the dean, to get him to give them some copyright, 
whi^h surely he will be not so indiscreet as to do, when 
he knows my design, and has done these two months and 
more. Surely I should be a properer person to trust the 
distribution of his works with than a common bookseller. 
Here will be nothing but the ludicrous and little things; 
none of the political, or any things of consequence, which 
are wholly at bia own disposal. But, at any rate, it 
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would be silly in him to give a copyright to any, which 
can only put the maoner of publishing them hereafter 
eut of bis own and his fnends' power, into that of merce- 
naries.'^ 

I really think this is a very useful precaution, consi- 
dering how you have been treated by these sort of fel- 
lows. 

The duke is fast asleep, or he would add a line. 



FROM SIR WILLIAM FOWNES. 

DEAR SIR, Uktnd-Bridge, Sept. 9, 1 732. 

It has been the observation of travellers (as I have 
been frequently told) that in all. the countries they have 
seen, they never met with fewer public charitable foun- 
dations than in this kingdom. 

Private charities, no doubt, will have their reward ; 
bat public are great incitements : and good examples 
often draw others on, though grudgingly ; and so a good 
work be done, no matter who are the workmen. 

When I was lord*mayor, I saw some miserable luna- 
tics exposed to the hazard of others as well as th6m-' 
selves. I had six strong cells made at the workhouse for 
the most outrageous, which were soon filled ; and by de- 
grees, in a short time, those few drew upon us the solici- 
tations of many, till, by the time the old corporation 
ceased, we had, in that house, forty and upward. The 
door being opened, interest soon made way to let in the 
foolish, and such like, as mad folks. These grew a 
needlesB charge upon us, and had that course gone on, 
by this time, the bouse had been filled with such. The 
new corporation got rid of most of these by death, or the 
care of friends, and came to aresoluliouviolV^^isEss^vss^ 

VOL, XVIIf. K 
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such for the future; and the first denial was to a request 
of the Earl of Kildare, which put a full stop to further 
applications. As I take it, there are at this time a uua- 
ber of objects which require assistance ; and probably 
maoj may be restored, if proper care could be takeo of 
them. Tlieie is no public place for Uieir reception, Dor 
private undertakers, as about London. Friends and r^ 
latious here would paj the charge of their support and 
attendance, if there were a place for securing such luna- 
tics. 

I own to you, I was for some time averse to our hav- 
ing a public Bedlam, apprehending we should be over- 
loaded with numbers under the name of mad. Nay, I 
was appreheonve our case would soon be like that io 
England ; wives and husbands trying who could firstget 
the other to Bedlam. Many, who were next heirs to 
estates, would try their skill to render the possessor dis- 
ordered, and get them confined, and soon run them into 
real madness. Such like consequences I dreaded, and 
(herefore have been silent on the subject till of late. 
Now I am convinced that regard should be had to those 
tinder such dismal circumstances ; and I have heard the 
primate and others express their concern for them ; and 
BO doubt but very sufficient subscriptions may be had 
to set this needful work on foot. I should think it would 
be a pleasure to any one, that has any intention thii 
nay, to see something done in their lifetime, rather thaa 
leave it to the conduct of posterity. I would not coo- 
scat to the proceeding on such a work in the maaner I 
have seen our poor-house, aud Dr. Steven's hospitali tk 
to have so expendve a foundation laid, that the expense 
of the building should require such a sum, and so long a 
time to finish, as will take up half an age. 

Mj scheme for such an undertaking should be macli 
to this effect : 
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^itsti I would have a spot of grouDd fixed on, (hat 
diould be in a good open au-, free from the neigfabourr 
flood of homes; for the 'c^ies and exclamations of the 
Mtnigeous would reach a great waj, aud ouglit not to 
distuib neighboui^t \i'hieh was vh&t you did not think 
o( when you mentioned a spot in a close plate, almost in 
■the heart of the city. There .are manj places, in the 
outskirts of the cit j I can name, very proper^ 

Next to the fixing of a proper spot, I would, when that 
is secured, (which should be a good space) have it well 
inclosed with a high wall, the cost of all which must b^ 
known. Then I would have the cells at the Royal Hos- 
pital Infiimary, lately made for mad people, be examined, 
liow convenient, and in all points they are adapted to^ 
the pnrpoiBe, wilh the cost of these cells, which I take to 
be six or eight. Then I would proceed to the very 
heedful house for the roaster and the proper servants. 
•iFheo another building, to which there should be a piazza 
fer a Btoo6 gallery, foi- walking dry ; and out of that se- 
veral lodging cells for such as are not outrageous, but 
melancholy, &c. This may be of such a size that it may 
be enlarged in length, or by a return ; and overhead the 
Hune s0rt of a gallery, with little rooms or cells, opening 
Ae doors into the gallery ; for, by interva]f^ the objects 
aflbcted may be permitted to walk at times in the galle- 
ries. This is according to the custom of London. An- 
liexed to the master's house must be the kitchen and 
cAcea. 

This proceeding may be so contrived, as to be en- 
horged firom time to time, as there shall be a fund and 
occasion to require additions. There is no necessity for 
any plans or architects; but any ordinary capacities 
may contrive those enlargements. - Perhaps there may 
Uppear some well disposed persons who will say, they 
Will make this enlargement, and so Qllie;n\ «sA^Vs^ ^6^ 
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helps, they maj be sufficiently done to answer all pur- 
poses. 

It comes just now into my head, that there is a yeiy 
proper spot,* which I think the chapter of St. Patrick 
let to one Lee, a bricklayer or builder. It lies back of 
Aungier-street east, comes out of York-street, down a 
place called the Dunghill, runs down to the end of Kiog- 
street, facing William-street ; at the north end of which 
same alms-bouses are built by Dowling and others. 
Also there stands, to tlie front of the street, a lai^e stone 
building, called an alms-house, made by Mrs. Mercer; 
though by the by, I hear she is weary of her project, 
and does little ie supplying that house, or endowing it 
Perhaps the ground may be easily come at from Lee's 
heirs ; and, by your application, I know not but Mrs. 
Mercer may give her house up to promote so good a 
work. This will go a good way, and being followed \^ 
subscriptions, a great and speedy progress may be made, 
in which I will readily join my interest and labour. If 
that spot fail, we will pitch upon another. Whatsoever 
may be your fiiture intentions, do not deny me the con- 
sideration of the good your appearance and help may 
now do. I would not make a step in this alTair, if it 
shall not be agreed, that all matters, which require the 
consent by votes, shall be determined by the method of 
a balloting box, that no great folks, or their speeches, 
should carry what they please, by their method of scoring 
upon paper, and seeing who marks, &c. too much prac: 
tised. 

If there be nothing in this paper worth your attentioOf 

-* The ground here mentioned by Sir William Powne.% does not be- 
long to the dean and chapter of St. Patrick, but to the corporation tf 
vicars choral in that cathedral. F. 
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you know how to dispose of it. You have the thoughts 
•f jour assur^ homble servant, 

W. FOWNES. 

the'proposal. 

I. That an hospital, called Bedlam, be built ib the 
city of Dublio, or liberties, for the receptioo of luoatics 
from any parts of the kingdom. 

II. In order to promote so good a work, subscriptions 
to be taken in Dublin, and in every city and town in the 
kingdom ; and that the cljief magistrate of each place 
be desired to recommend the subscription paper sent to 
him for that purpose. 

III. That when public notice is given in print, that 
ground is secured for building the hospital of Bedlam, 
the subscription be collected, and sent to Dublin, and 
paid into the hands of (Query, Mr. Thorn, steward to 
the Blue-coat hospital, a very proper person ?) 

' IV. That, upon notice given by Mr. Thorn, that he 
has received 200/. a meeting shall be held of all sub- 
ecribers in; bo happen to be in Dublin, at a proper time 
and place. 

V. Such persons as subscribe 51, or upwards, to have 
a vote at such meeting. 

VI. That Mr. Thorn, giving security, be continued 
(o receive and pay out the money subscribed for one 
year, and be allowed only six-pence per pound, for re- 
ceiving and paying. / 

VII. That the money first laid out shall be for tlie 
building of six or eight strong cells, for outrageous luna- 
tics to be confined in, and after the form of those made 
at the infirmary of the Royal Hospital. 

VIII. That the college of physicians be desired to 
contribute to this good work, by ^!9]^o\tv\Nx\«^WQ ^x^^sa^:^ 
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ef their body to be present at the firrt Be^iiig» and If 
give their opioioD as to the eooveakoey of the cdh^ 
what boilers ace proper to be set up in a kitchen, and 
what food is proper to be provided for •such hinatica. 

IX. That near the cells be made a kitchen, small at 
first, and in such manner as capable to be enlarged. 
That over tliis kitchen be a mid(Be room, and over ft % 
garret, to lodge the eook-naid, and one other mid. 

X. That adjoiahjg the kitchen may be made OM 
room, of 18 feet by 18, which may serv^ for Mn ThivD 
to attend iu, and where the doctors, or any suhacrlben!} 
may meet on oeeasioa. And over this room another, ta 
serve for a store-room ^ and a garrret to lodge a portsi 
or two, that must attend the lunatics. 

XI. That these buildings be made plain and strongs 
with as little cost as can be. 

XII. That the chai^ of these be computed sepante^. 
and of the inside necessaries ; so tliat the work may ga 
on as fast as the subscription fund can be got in. 

XIII. That the subscribers, at the first meeting, do 
elect seven of their number, such as are knowing io car* 
rjing on of the woik, and wiliiiig to attend at needful 
times. That any three or more, at any meeting at tfa« 
hospital, may give dii'cctions for proceeding on the 
buildings agreed upon to be made at the first meeting of 
the subscribers ; at which first meeting, a second meet- 
ing maj be agreed upon, and so from time to time. 

The wallirig-in of the piece of ground intended for 
this use may ^o on as the fund will bear, without ob» 
strncting the first useful buildings. And whereas there 
are limatics of several kipds, as the melancholy, ^ 
and some that are unruly by fits, a building must be 
designed for this sort ; the floors not lofty, but made 
sufficiently aii^, twenty feet wide, whereof ten for & 
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pJlerf, mai teo for lodges ; each lodge eight or tea feet 
bKwd. 
As there is a fund * ♦ ♦ * 

mUR SIR, 

Herewith jon have my thoughts of the affair jou 
tteottoaed to me. I wish I could prevail on jaa to 
patronize it, and laj down your own scheme. I am 
Mst confident it cannot fail going on brisidy. You 
have friends and interest enough to set it a-going^ al* 
thiiugh there may be some grandees would rather other 
hands had the conduct of it ; yet the work speaks so 
mich for itself, they must be ashamed not to contribute, 
nueh mmre to obstruct it. 

In the paper called Tlu Proposal, I have considered 
the privatest and least expensive way of going to work, 
avoided public forms, and grandees interposing. Tom 
Thorn by chance I thought upon for that reason, and 
lor preventing jobs, &c. Do what you please with my 
papersr I am just ditto. • 



TO MR. ALDERMAN BARB£R. 

DubUny September 11, 1732. 

MT I«ORD ELECT, 

I ANTICIPATE your title, because perhaps it may be 
your due before your chaplain, Mr. Pilkington, can at- 
tend you. And, besides, I have a mind to be the first 
person who gives it to you. And, first, I heartily ac- 
knowledge your goodness in favouring a young gentle- 
man who has well answered all the recommendations 
that have been given me of him, and I have some years 
watched all opportunities to do lAm a^ ^g^A ^flD«.%^\N^ 
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none of the few things in my own gift that wouM be 
proper for him have fallen in my way since I knew hin; 
and power with others, you know, or may believe, I 
have none. I value Mr. Pilkington as much for his 
modesty, as his learning; and sense, or any good quality 
he has. And it would .be hard, after your sending us 
over 60 many worthless bishops, all bedangled with their 
pert illiterate relations and flatterers, if you would opt 
suffer us to lend you, at least for one year, one sample 
of modesty, virtue, and good sense ; and I am glad it 
falls to your lordship to give the first precedent. I will 
write to Dr. Trap in ]\Ir. Pilkington's favour, but whe- 
ther I have any credit witli him I cannot tell, although) 
perhaps, you will think, I may pretend to some. It is 
by my advice that Mr. Pilkington goes over somewhat 
sooner ; for I would have him know a little of your end 
of the town, and what he is to do ; but he will not give 
you any trouble or care till you pleade to command him, 
which I suppose will not be till you are settled in your 
office. 

Nothing but this cruel accident of a lameness couM 
have hindered me from attending your ceremonial as a 
spectator, and I should have forwarded, to the utmost, 
Mr. Pope's sclieme, for I never approved the omission of 
those shows. And I think I saw, in my youth, a lord 
mayor's show with all that pomp, when Sir Thomas Fil« 
kiDgton,^ of your chaplain's name and family, made his 
procession. 

I have advised your chaplain to send you thb letter^ 
and not present it, that you may be in no pain about 
him, for he shall wait on you the next morning, whea 
he has taken a lodging for himself, till you come ioto 
your mayoralty. 

* Sir Thomas Pilkington wai lord mayor in three successive yearf^. 
/ram I0t9t& 1691. 14. i 
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I canDot conclude wfthout repeating my ackoovledg- 
nenta for your kind remembrance of me. We were 
both followens of the same court /ind the same cause, 
and exiiea, after a sort, you a voluntary one, and f a 
necessary ; but you have outthrown me many a hundred 
bars' lengths. I heartily wish the continuance of your 
good success, and am, with great truth, 
Tour most constant friend, 

and most obedient humble servant, 

JONATH. SWIFT. 



FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

London^ Nov. 7, 1732. 

I SHOULD have answered yours sooner, but that t 
every day expected another from you, with your Orders 
to speak to the duke : which I should with great plea- 
lure have obeyed, as it was to serve a friend of yours. 
Mrs. Floyd is now, thank God, in as good health as I 
have seen her these many years, though she has still her 
winter cough hanging upon her; but that, I fear, I must 
never expect she should be quite free from at this time 
of day. All my trouble with her now is, to make her 
drink wine enongh according to the doctor's order, which 
18 not above three or four glasses, such as are common- 
ly filled at sober houses; and that she makes so great ^ 
rout with, and makes so many faces, that tliere k nobody 
that did not know her perfectly well, but would extreme- 
ly suspect she drank drams in private. 

I am sorry to find our tastes so different in the same 

person ; and as every body has a natural partiality to 

their own opinion, so it is surprising to roe to find Lady 

Suffolk dwindled in jours, who i\&e& Vs&.^\Vdk^ V^tgnsa^^ 

K 2 
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the more aod the longer I know her. But you nj, 
'^you will Bay no more of courts, foe fear t)f growiqg 
angry ;** and indee<)| I think you are so already, sincfl 
you level all without knowing there, and seem to tbiidE» 
that no one who belongs to a court can act: right i 
am sure this cannot be realy and- truly your sense, be< 
cause it is unjusl: and if it k, I shall suspect there ii 
something of your old maxim in it (which I ever admir 
ed and found true) that you must have offended then, 
because you do not forgive. I have been about a fort- 
night from Knowle, and shall next Thursday go theie 
again for about three weeks, where I shall be ready and 
willing to receive your commands, who am most faithfiiK, 
iy and sincerely your^d. 



FROM MR. OAY. 

DEAR SIR,. Nan. Id, 1732; 

I AM at last come to London before the family, to fel- 
low my own inventions. In a>week or fortnight I ex- 
pect the family will follow me. You may now draw 
upon me for your money, as soon as yon please. I haTft. 
some of my own too that Kes dead:; and I protest I do 
not know which way at present to dispose of it, every 
thing is so precaiious. I paid Mrs. Launcelot 12/. aod 
pay myself the five guineas you had of me, and have 
deducted your less by paying off one of the South Sea 
bonds : and I find I have remaining ofyours 21 1/. 1^ 
Od. And I believe over and above that sum, there will 
be more owing to you upon account oC interest on the 
bonds, about four or five pounds. Mr. Hoare has done 
tbia for me^ but I have not had time to call upon him 
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jet, io (bftt I eiBoiiot be more particular. As the raonej 
DOW lies in Mr. Hoare's haods, you see it is ready on de^ 
maud. . I believe you had best give notice when yoic 
draw on roe for k, diat I may not be out of the way. I 
have not as yet seen Mr. Pope, but design in a day or 
two to go to him, though I am in hopes of sedog him here 
to-day or to-morrov. If my present project succeeds, 
you may expect a bettei* account of my own fortune a 
little while after the holidays ; but I promise myself 
oothiDg, for I am determined, that neither any body else, 
cr niyself, shall disappoint me. I wish the arguments 
made use of to draw you here, were every way of more 
CQosequeisce. I would not have you change one eom^ 
fort of life for aijother. I wish you to keep every one 
of those you have already, with as many additional ones 
as you like. When I sit down to consider on the choice 
of any subject, to amuse myself by writing, I find I have 
B natural propensity to write against vice ; so that I da 
not expect much encoiiragemeut : though I really think, 
in justice, I ought to be paid for stifling my own incli- 
nation; but the great are ungrateful. Mr. Pulteney's 
young son has had the smaH-pox, and is perfectly reco* 
vered. He is uot in town, but is expected iu about » 
week from the Bath. I must answer tlie letter you writ 
to the duchess and me, when her grace comes to town ; 
for I know she intended to have a part in it. Why can- 
not you come among us in the beginning of the new year ? 
The company will be then all in town, and the ^ring ad- 
vancing upon us every day. What I mean by the com^ 
^any is, those who call themselves your friends, and I 
believe are so. It is certain the parliament will not 
ineet till the middle of January. I have iiot been idle 
while I was in the country ; and I know your wishes ih 
g!8Qeral, and in particular, that industry may always fuid 

K 3 
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it account Believe me, as I am, uuchaogeable in tbe 
legard, love, and esteem I have for you. 



TO THE RIGHT HON. THE LORD MAYOR 

OF LONDON.* 

MY LORD, Dublin^ Dec, 14, 1732. 

Aftkr obiaioiiig one favour from jotu* lordship, I an 
UDder the necessity of requesting anoUier ; which, how- 
ever, I hope will not give you much trouble. I know 
that it depends upon chauce what employmeuts you may 
have in your disposal during your mayoralty ; but some 
I presume you wiU have. It is therefore my request, 
and will be so likewise of some others among your 
friends, Uiat if any employment should fall vacant, dur- 
ing your government, which Mr. Barber would be allow- 
ed capable of executing well, yoiu* lordship would please 
that lie the refusal, with as much fa- 

vour as will consist with your own generous disposition,, 
adding the friendship you are pleased to profess to me, 
which I throw heartily into the balance. He is of Eng- 
lish birth ; a very upright honest man, and his wife has 
abundance of merit in all respects ; they design to settle 
among you, having tuined what fottuue they had heie 
into money. 

^ And now, my lord, I heactily give you joy of govern* 
ing the noblest city in the world, where I^know yoa 
are desirous, and able, to do so much good, and to set a 
worthy patlero for the imitatiop of tliose who shall come 
after you. If my health, and the bad situation of m; 
private affairs, will permit, I shall hope to have the bo^ 

» John Barber, Esq.. See Julj 23, \732. N. 
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Mtir of beiDi; one amoDg yoiir guests Dext enminer. 
Mr. PilkingtoD is, m his letters, perpetually full of your 
great favours to him, and says you will be his voucher 
that be still continues his modest behaviour, which I al- 
ways pressed upon him as the best quality in a young 
nan, although I never observed the least want of it in 
Mm. 

I hope you will take care of your health, which in 
our city of Dublin is a diilicult task for a lord mayor 
to perform ; and if your lordship be under the necessity 
ef drinking as many healths in proportion on. public 
days as are done here, you will be in great danger of 
mining your own. I am, with entire friendship and true 
respect, my lord, 

Your lordsliip's most obedient 

and most humble servant, 

JONATH. SWIFT. 



FHOM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

London^ Dec. 23, 1 732; 

Yesterday I received your letter of the 9tb, and am 
infinitely obliged to you ^or the constant concern you 
show for me. I am ashamed to trouble you so much, 
and so often, in my own affairs ; and your great kind- 
ness makes me almost ashamed to ask pardon for it. * 

« # # 

I am very glad to hear the character you give of 
Lord Orrery. He was extremely applauded for a 
speech he made against the army bill. There is no 
danger of repealing the test. The court has taken the 
usual method of gaining the fsuiatic lead«t« vsraidi^'eSssiK^ 
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the graio of the bodj. It is said, the Bishop of SaK 
buiy* is the chief eocourager ef them ; that the que 
spfAst to him, and that be answered, He cao be besmei 
ed» although thejp^ would not suflfer him to go the dir 
rolid to Durham, That was the excuse thej made hi 
HpoD the last vacancy of that see. I am extreme 
proud that Lady Achesea does me the honour to i 
member her humble servant. I heartily wish she coo 
be penuaded to keep good hours, having observed, I 
many of my acqurintanoe^ that nothing impairs bed 
so much as sittitig up late.. I often hear from my siste 
she writes in quite another strain than slie talkc 
with cheerfulness and good nature. I fancy Arsaii 
has cured the lady of her spleen. 

I heartily wish you many new years, with health ai 
happiness ; and am^ raosl* entirely, &c. 

I am told poor Gay's play is now in rehearsal, and w 
please^ It was that brought him to- town a little b 
fore he died ft though, without his fever, he coii 
not probably have held out long any where. 

* Dr. Bei^amm Hoadly. N» 

t The seat of Peter Ludloir, Esq. fatlier to the Srsi Earl of Ln 
low. If. 

} Nov; 10, 1732^Mr. Gay teU*. the dean, ** I am at last cenel 
itondoD before the family,, to follow my own iBveotioiM. If ny pt 
lent object succeeds, you may expect a better account of my fortoi 
a little while after the holidays. But I promise myself iiotbing. 
See the precediag letter. He dicil Dec. 4, only eightees dayt t 
ter. N.. 
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TO MRS. FILKINSTON. 

OAMf Dtanery Houstr Jaxu 1, 1 732-3. 

8SNi> yoa your bit of a newspaper^ with the verses,*^ 
a wbieh I oever saw better ia their kind I have 
same opiovKi. of those you werejstfcased to write npon 
t as have also some particular friends of genius aodt 

Mrs. Pilkingtooy wheashe vfts aboat aixteen, liaviof beenteaied 
ler brother to write some voves as a school exercise for him, ask- 
im what she should write upon : " WTiy," said he pertly, ** what 
ild you write npon but paper ?"' So taking it for her subject, she 
; the ibllowiog lines ; which, foar years after, were printed in one 
he London newspapers. See PilkingtpB> Memoirs, vol. I. p. Sa 

** 0> spotless paper, faXf and white ! 
Ob whom, by force, constrain'd I write, 
How cruel am I to destroy 
Thy purity, to please a boy ? 
Ungrateful I, thm to abtise 
The fairest servant of the miiie. 
Dear friend, to whom I oft impart 
The choicest secrets of my heart ; 
Ah,, what atonement can be made 
For spotless innocence betrayM ! 
How fair, how lovely didst thou show, 
■Like liiied banks, or falling snonir ! 
BQt now, alas! became my prey, 
. No floods can wash thy itains a way ; 
Yet this small comfort- 1 caD give. 
That which destroy *d, shall: make thee live/* Du 9. 

Mrs. Pilkington having heardthat Dr. Swift had received a pa- 
book, richly bound and gUt, from the Earl of Orrery, and a eU- 

' standisfar from Dr. Delany, sent him an ea^ qoill with the fol- 

ring verses upon hit birtb-da;|r, Nov. 30, 1732 : 

Shall then my kindred all my glory claio). 
And boldly rob me of eternal Came ? 
To ev*ry art my generous aid I lend. 
To musicj painting, poetry, a friend. 
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taste, to whom I veotured to commuoicate them, 
univenally aji;Tee with me. But as I cannot with di 
cy sliow them, except to a very few, I hope, for 
our sakes, others will do it for roe. I can only m 
you, I yalae your present, as much as either ol 
others, only you must permit it to be turned into a 
which office I will perform with my own hand, and i 
permit any other to use it. I heartily wish you i 
happy new years ; and am, with true esteem, mad 
Tour most oUiged friend and servant, 

J. SWIF 



FROM MR. ROBERT ARBUTHNOTl 

DEAR SIR, jRot/en, Jon. 2, 1732 

I HAVE flattered myself these many years, thai 

pours or cooapany would have brought you over sc 

Spa, or to some such place, and that you would . 

*Ti8 1 celeitial harmony inspire, 
WTien fix'd to strike the sweetly warbling wire.* 
I to the faithful canvass have consigned 
Each bright idea of the painter's mind ; 
Behold from RaphaeTs sky-dipt pencils rise 
Such heavenly scenes as charm the gazer's eyes. 
O let me now aspire to higher praise ! 
Ambitious to transcribe your deathless lays : 
Nor thou, immortal bard, my aid refuse, 
Accept me as the servant of your muse ; 
Then shall the world my wondVous worth declare, 
And aU mankind your matchless pen revere. D. S. 

* Quills of the harpsichord. 

f Mr. Arbothnot married a widow lady of Suflblk, with 6( 
year. See his character io Mr. Pope's letter to I^rd Digby, Si 

raz. N. 
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Mtkea Pans in your way ; and so I ^ould have had the 
jleamire of seeing you in some place of my own. I 
fonder much that a person of so much good humour can 
jet yourself grow old, or die without seeing some oth^ 
MNiDtry than your own. I am not quite so wicked as 
bo wish you any real illness to btiug you to us, though I 
ihould not be sorry that you thought you had need of 
ohange of air. I wish you a happy new year, and many 
more; and (whatever interest I have against it) good 
health, and prosperity, and every thing that I can wi^h 
to one that I much honour and esteem. 

I recommended to your fnendship and acquaintance 
the bearer, Mr. De la Mar. liis blather, now dead, 
lias been with you in Ireland : and this gentleman de- 
lenres from me all tlie kindness my friends can sholr 
im. Adieu, dear sir, if I can serve you in any thing, 
command me always, for I am, with great esteem. 
Your most humble 

and most obedient servant, 

KGB. AHBUTHNOT. 



TO LADY 5ETTY GERMAIN. 

MADAM, Januarys^ 1732-3. 

Although I have but just received the honour of 
pour ladyship's letter, yet, as things stand, I am deter- 
nined, against my usual practice, to give you no respite, 
)ut to answer it immediately ; because you have pro- 
roked me with your lady Suffolk. It is six years last 
ipring since I first went to visit my friends in England, 
after the queen's death. Her present majesty heard of 
my arrival, and sent at least nine times to command my 
attendance before I would obey het, tot f^N^t^\««tf^'^ 



230 LETT£RS TO AND FROM 

oot hard to gueae;* and, among otbera, becanae I M 
heard her character from those who knew her welL Mi 
iaal I weot, and she received me verj gracioiial^. I 
told her the firat time, "^ That I was inforaned she loved 
to see odd persoot; and that, having sent for a wild hof 
from Germany, she had a curiotity to see a wQd deafl 
from Ireland.'' I was not ranch struck with the honaot 
of being sent for, because I knew the same distinctioa 
had been oflered to others, with whom it would not give 
me much pride to be compared. I never went once bat 
upon command ; and Mrs. Howard, now Lady SoflUk 
was usually the person who sent fbjr me, both at LeioM- 
ter-house and Richmond. Mr. Pope (with whom I 
lived) and Mr. Gay were then great favourkea of Mn. 
Howard, especially the latter, who was then one of het | 
led-captains. He had wrotef a very ingenioua book of j 
lables, for the use of her younger son, and she often pn>* 
mised to provide for him. But some time before, there 
came out a libel against Mr. Walpole, who was inform- 
ed it was written by Mr. Gay ; and although Mr. 'Wal- 
pole owned he was convinced that it was not written by 
Gay, yet he never would pardon him, but did him a 
hundred ill offices to the princess. Walpole was at that 
time very civil to me, and so were all the people la 
power. He invited me and some of my friends to dioft 
with him at Chelsea. After dinner, I took an occasioa 
Xo say, what I had observed of princes and great waA' 
ters, " That if they heard an 111 thing of a private pe^ 
SOD, who espected some favour, although they were nf- 
terward convinced that the person was innocent, J^ 
they would never be reconciled." Mr« WalpoTe knew 
well enough that I meant Mr. Gay. I afterward mH 

f H i^M be, '• he h%« loKtCcn.** 8. 
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Ii0sane thing tq the prioceM, with the same- inteotioQ : 
nd ihe coofened ft a great iDJuitke. But Mr. Walpole 
are it another tura ; for he said to some of bk frieoda^ 
nd particolarij to a lord, a near relatkm of youri^ 
' Tliat I had dined with him, and- had been mahiog apo- 
Qgies for mjself :" it seems, for my conduct iu her late 
iBJestj'a reign, in which no man was more irmo^ 
tot ; and particularly more ofEcious to do good offices 
omanj of that party which was then out of power, as 
I is well known. Mrs. Howard was then in great fa- 
foar^ and openly protected Mr. Gay ; at least, she saw 
da oAen, and professed herself bis friend : but Mr. 
ifalpole could hardly be persuaded to let him bold a 
poor little office for a second year, of commiseioner to a 
lottery. When I took my leare of her highness, on 
osming hither, she was very gracious ; told roe, *^ The 
nedals she had promised me were not ready, but she 
vouid send them to me." However, by her commands, 
[ sent her some plaids for herself and the princesses 
md was too gallant to hear of any offers of payment. 
^ext spring, I came again to England ; was received 
be same way ; and as I had many hints given me that 
he court at Leicester-fields would endeavour to settle 
ne in England (which I did not much regard) the late 
cing died. I went, by Mrs. Howard's orders, to kiss 
heir new majesties* hands, and was particularly distin- 
^hed by the queen. In a few weeks, the queen said 
o Mrs. Howard (alluding to one of Mr. Gay's fables) 
' that she would take up the Hare ;" and bade her to 
Hit her in mind, in settling the family) to find some em- 
iloyment for Mr; Gay ; but, in the event, it proved only 
jm oflfer to be a gentleman-usher to a girl of two years old, 
ivfaich all his friends (and I among the rest) advised him 
not to accept; and accordingly he excused himself with 
\he utmost respect. Thw 1, an4 t^tty Awjft^ fSsfc-^^ss^ 
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sure must bare been a manBgemeot of Mr. Walpok 
Ai to myself^ io a few weeks after the king's death, I 
found myself not well ; and was resolved to take a vtep 
to Paris for mj health, having an opportunity of d<Hi|g 
it with some advantages and recommendationi. But 
my friends advised me first to consult Mrs. Howard; 
because, as they knew less of courts than I, they wot 
strongly possessed that the promise made me might fUBr 
ceed, since a change was all I desired. I writ to her 
for her opinion ; and particularly conjured her, ^ sfaice t 
had loug done with courts, not to use me like a courtier, 
but give me her sincere advice ;^ which she did, both 
in a letter, and to some friends. It was, **^ by all means 
not to go : it would look singular, and perhaps disafftct- 
ed ;'' and, to my friends, enlarged upon the good inten- 
tions of the court toward me. I staid ; my health grew 
worse : I left Mr. Pope's house; went to a private 1(kI|[* 
ing near Hammersmith : and, continuing ill, I writ to 
Mrs. Howard, witli my duty to the queen, took coach 
for Chester, recovered in my journey, and came over 
hither : where, although I have ever since lived in ob- 
scurity, yet I have the misfortune, without any groQD(fa^ 
except misinformation, to lie under her majeitty's dis- 
pleasure, as I have been assured by more than two 
honourable persons of both scxe^ ; and Mr. Gay is io 
the same condition. For these reasons, as I did always 
so I do still think Mrs. Howard, now my Lady Suifolki 
to be an absolute courtier. Let her show yon the dia- 
racter I writ of her, and where of no one else has a copj ; 
and I take Mr. Pope and Mr. Gay, who judge more &- 
vourably, to be a couple of simpletons. In my answer 
to the last letter which my Lady Suffolk honoured mo 
with, I did, with great civility, discharge her from ever 
giving hetself another trouble of that kind. I have a 
great esteem for her ^ood«enai^^iv^\aaiu^. ^Va'v^miU 



lj 
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b€ ao oruamefit to aoy court : and I do not in the least 
^ij her for not being a female mukter, if hkh I never 
looked on as an advantageous character to a great and 
wise ladj ; of which I could easilj produce ioslances. 
Ur. Pope, beside his natural and acquired talents, is a 
gentleman of very extraordinary candour; and is, con- 
lequently, apt to be too great a believer of assurances, 
propiises, professions, encouragements, and the like words 
of course. He asks nothing ; and thinks like a philoso- 
pher, that he wants nothing. Mr. Gay is in all reji;ard8, 
as honest and sincere a man as ever I knew ; whereof 
■dther princes nor ministers are either able to judge, or 
Uidined to encourage : which, however, I do not take 
far 80 high a breach of politics as they usually suppose : 
far, however insignificant wit, learnuig, and virtue, may 
be thought in the world, it perhaps would do govem- 
oient no hurt to have a little of them on its side. If 
jwx have gone thus far in reading, you are not so wise 
as I thought you to be ; but I will never offend again 
tlth so much length. I write only to justify myself* 
I know you have been always a zealous whig, and so 
am I to this day ; but nature has not given you leave to 
be virulent As to myself, I am of the old whig princi- 
ples, without the modern articles and refinements. 

Tour ladyship says not one syUable to inform me 
whether you approve of what I sent you to be written 
ou the monument,''^ nor whether you would have it in 
lAtia or English. I am ever, with true respect and 
hi^ esteem, 

Madam, your ladyship^ &c. 

The friend I named, who I was afraid would die, is re- 
covered ; and his preferment is by turns in the crowa 

* In St Andrew's church, Dublin, to the memory of h«r«fter^ 
I^f PendoipeBerlreier, F. 
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and the primate; but the nest vacaocy irill not he it 
Uie crown^fl disposal. 



DH* ARBUTHNOT TO TH. SWIFT. 

MY DEAR FiLiEND, JjondoHj Jan. 13, 1732. 

I HAD the pleasure of receiving; oae from you by Mr. 
FiikiDgton. I thank you for the oppoi-tunity it gan 
me of being acquainted with a ver>' agreeable iogeiiioa 
man. I ralue him very much for his music, which yon 
give yourself an air of contemning < and I thiok I 
treated him in that way to a degree of surprise. 

I have liad but a melancholy sorrowful life for lon^ 
time past, having lost my dear child, whose life, if ft 
had so pleased God, I would have willingly redeened 
with my own. I thank God for a new lesioii of sob- 
mission to his will, and likewise fbf what he has left nie< 

We have all had another Iobb of our worthy and dear 
friend Mr. Gay. '^ It was some alleviatioo of my grid 
to see him so universally lamented by almost eveiy bodf i 
even by those who knew l>im only by reputation. li* 
was interred at Westminster- Abbey, as if be had be«i* 
peer of the realm ; and the good Duke of Queenflteij*! 
who lamented him as a brother, will set up a bandiotfi 
monument upon him. These are little afironts put Bpii» 
vice and injustice, and is all that remains in our povtti 
I believe the Beggar's Opera, and what he had to cove 
upon the stage, will make the sum of the diversions df 
the town for some time to come. Curll (who is one of 
tlie new terrors of death) has beed writing: letters ti 
fvcry body for memoirs of his life. I Was for aeadicg. 
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iiiiii some, particularly aa accoont of bis di^ace at 
sourt, which, I am sure, might have been made enter* 
laioiDg : by which I should have attained two ends at 
»nce, published truth, and got a rascal whipped for it* 
I was overruled in this. I wish you had been here, 
though I think you are in a better country. I fancy 
to myself, that you have some virtue and honour left, 
some small regard for religion. Perhaps Christianity 
ttay last with you at least twenty or thirty yeara^Ionger. 
im have no companies or stockjobbing, are yet free of 
Ciciaes; you are not insulted in your poverty, and told 
yilh a sneer, that you are a rich and a thriying nation. 
Eve^.man that takes neither place nor pension, is not 
deemed with you a rogue, and an enemy to his country. 
• Your friends of my acquaintance are in tolerable 
{ood health. Mr. Pope has his usual complaints oi 
Itsd^ach and indigestion, I think, more than formerly* 
Ba^reaily leads sometimes a very irregular life, that is, 
Ives with people of superior health and strength. You 
ItU see flone new things of his, equal to any of bis 
iRVier productioos. He has ailised to the new edition 
ff':)iia BoDciad, a royal declaration flgainst the haber- 
dvAen of points and particles, assuming the title of 
fi|ic»i aad restorers, wherein he declares, that iie ha^ 
itfii^ carefully this his Dandad, begindb^ tod end- 
%0»4Miid fo, conflstiog of so many lines, aod declares 
ttia^dilioD to be 4|fte true veadiog ; and it is signed by 
J(|lNi.Bailier, Mqfor omtatis LmiMni 

I remember you with your friends, who are my neigh* 
boors : they all loi|g to;8ee you. As for news, there is 
DeHbing here talked of but the new sdieme of excise. 
ybuomj remember, that a ministry in the queen's time 
pomemed of her majesty, the parliament, army, fleet, 
treasury, confederate, Sic put all to the test, by an ex' 
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perimeot of a silly project m the trial of a poor parson.* 
The same game, in my miod, is playing over again, 
from a wantonness of power. Miraberis quam pauea 
sapUntia mundus regitur. 

I have considered the grievance of your wine ; the 
friend that designed yon good wine was abused by ao 
agent that he intrusted this affair to. It was not tlub • 
gentlemau^s brother, whose name is De la Mar, to whom 
show w;^at friendship you can. My brother is getting 
money now, in China, less, and more honestly, than tir 
predecessor's supercargoes ; but Enough to make yoa sa- 
tisfaction, which, if he comes home alive, he shall do. 

My neighbour the proaemao is wiser, aqd more cow- 
ardly and despairing than ever. He talks me into a It 
of vapours twice or thrice a week. I dream at o^ . 
of a chain, and rowing ia the gallies. But, thank (kd, | 
he has not taken from me the freedom I have been ac- 
customed to in my discourse (even with the greatest po^ 
sons to whom I have access) in defending the caiue of 
liberty, virtue and religion : for the last, I have the tt* 
tisfaction of suffering some share of the Ignoonny that 
belonged to the first confessors. This has been my H 
from a steady resolution I have taken of giving tbae 
ignorant impudent f(^llows battle upon all occarfNR 
My family send you their best wishes, and a hUffff 
new year ; and none can do it more heartily tban> 07- 
self, who am, with the most sincere respest, 

iTour most faithful bumble servaot 

* Dr. SachevcrelL H. 
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TO THE EARL OF ORRERY. 

iiY toRD, January^ 1732-3. 

, It is sonic time since Mrs.- Ball gave me, enclosed 
and directed to me, your lordship's verses, in your own 
haod, with the alterations you were pleased to make, for 
wbich I have long deferred my acknowledgments; and 
, if I were to follow the course of my own nature, the de- 
lay sliould be longer : because, although I beliet^. no 
man has a more grateful sense of a real honour done him 
than myself, yet do man is in more confusion how to ex- 
preEs it. Although I had not the least hand in publish- 
ing those verses (which would have ill become me) yet 
I will not be so atfected as to conceal the pride I hav(^ 
io seeing them abroad, whatever enmity they may prb- 
jQire against your lordship, for publicly favouring one so 
obnoxious to present powei^s, and turning their hatred into 
envy ; which last, as it is more tormenting to the owners, 
will better gratify my revenge. And of this advantage 
I shall make the proper use, leaving your lordship to 
ibiil for yourself, without the least grain of pity for what 
;|rott.n)ay siifTer. 

In the mean time, I beg ydu to accept ray most humble 
thau^ for the honour done me by so excellent a per- 
formance, on, so barren a subject ; by i^hich words I 
wisely anticipate the censure of all those whd lov<5 me 
not : in spite of whotn it will be said, in futuie ages, that 
one of Lord OiTcry's first essays in poetry were these 
verses on Dr. Swift. That your lordsliip may go on to 
be the gi*eat example, restorer, and patron of virtue, 
learning, and wit, in a mostcomipt, stupid, and ignorant 

VOL. XVIII. ' Ti 
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age and oation, shall be the constaot wish, hope, and 
prayer of, my lord, 

Your most obedient, obliged, and 
nfost humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



FROM MISS KELLY. 

Jarvis'Sireet, six o'clock, Friday evemngi 
StR, Feb. 2, 1732-3. 

I DANCED so long last night, that I have not been 
able till this moment to thank you for the goodness you 
showed me this morning. Be assured the favours jou 
bestow on me are received with the greatiest pleasure) 
and I only am sorry that it la not in ray power to coa- 
vince you that nobody can set a higher value on your 
friendship than I do. 

Indeed, I have an implicit faith in your medicine; for 
if «nly despising the poets can hinder its proving efl^ 
tual, I must certainly receive from it all the benefit I 
desure ; for really I am quite of the other side, and am a 
sincere admirer of all the good poets ; but am more par- 
ticularly attached to the best. What I shall do to con- 
vince you of the truth of this I cannot determine : but 
surely the care I shall always Jtake to mend upon >aur 
reproofs,' will, in time, let you know, that nobody can de* 
sure more sincerely to please you, than, sir, your most 
obliged and most faithful humble servant, 

F. A. KELLY. 

I am hr^lf asleep, so do not be angry at these blots. Be> 
ing out of cas»h at present, I send you my uote, which 
1 hooe will satiify you. 
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I acknowledge to be indebted to the Reverend Doctor 
Swift, deap of St. Patrick's, the sum of 0/, 1*. 1 h2d. 
for value received, this 2d day of February, 1 732-3# 
FRANCES ARABELLA KELLY.* 



FROM MR, POPE TO MR DODSLEY.f 



sm, Fe5. 5, 1 732-3. 

I WAS very willing to read your piece, and do freely 
tell you I like it, so far as my particular judgment goes. 
VFhetber it has action enough to please on the stage^^ I 
Joubt ; but the morality and satire ought to be relished 
iiy the reader. I will do more than you ask me ; I will 
recommend it to Mr. Rich.^ If he can join it to any 
play, with suitable representations, to make it an enter* 
tatnmeot, I believe be will give you a benefit night ; and 
[ sincerely wish it may be turned any way to your ad- 
rantage, or that I could show you my friendship in any 
iiBtaQce. 

I am, &c. 

A. POPE. 

* Tbit proniflMiry note is pion^ to the letter. It certainly is ata 
luifwer to some whim or otber of tbe doctor's. D. S. 
' t IVf r. Robert Dotisley, tbe celebrated bookseller, to whom Mr. 
Pojpe was one of the earliest patrons. He died Sept. 25, 1764; N. 

X. He was as good as his word. He recommended to Mr. Rich 
^ The Jriflers,'* the piece above alluded to; and by his interest it 
WM brought on the stage, and yery favourably rfctived. N.^ 
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FROM THE LORD MAYOR OF LOl 

Ijondon, Feb, G, 1 

Ciuecii Aunt's Birthnlaj : 
I'he bells all ringing. 

Relieve me, sir, aod it is with great truth I 
that there is not a |)er8on in the world I won 
oblige than yourself; and I should be glad to 1 
my power to serve Mrs. Barber in the way ^ 
tion ; but it is odds it may not be in my p 
many things may fall that her spouse is not fii 
all places relating to the law, he can have no pi 
to. There are a oozen persons in my house, c 
mca^'^s officers^ who wear black gowns, and \ 
eight to nine hundred pounds for their places, 
first they make about sixty pounds per minui 
rise in time to tliree or four hundred pounds ; 
are generally young men. These places, I 
should any one fall, would not be thought gooc 
Tbei-e arc many other places in my gift. We 
mayors gone through the office who have nol 
hundred pounds, and othei-s have got ten 
pounds : it is all chance. I have gone through J 
part' of my year, and have got only about two 
guinea% by the deaths of one of the city mus 
porter to Gitildhall. 

But suppose a place should fall worth fifteei 
or two thousand pounds, that he may be fit for, 
of the purchase goes to the city, and must be p; 
his admission ; the other two thirds are mine : I 
not put a less price than was paid before, be4 
last price is entered u\ \.\\e c\V^ \iw>V%, 
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I kDOw you love particulars, aod thus you have the 
case as it stauds. 

You will give me leave to add a word or two, which 
I do ill coofideuce, that I have been, for many years, 
plagued with a set of ungrateful monsters, called cousins^ 
that I tremble at the uarae ; and though I give yearly 
pensions to some, and monthly and weekly to others, all 
ivould not do, and I am insulted and abused by then/, 
aod cannot help myself. 

Now, as Mrs. Barber and her family design to settle 
here, and she has done me the honour in most places to 
call me tousin, I hope it will not be expected I should 
have the care of them. I have very ill health ; and any 
additional care that way would hurt me ver}'^ much ; 
bat for doing her aod her family any good offices, I shall 
oercr be waotiiig. 

I must DOW beg leave to returo you my tliauks for 
your afTcctioQate and kind wishes. The hooour, I own, 
IS very great, I am iu possession of, and I am sensible I- 
am placed aloft, and tliat all my words aod actions are 
acaooed ; but I will not be discouraged, and hope I shall 
get through with honour. One motire for making mc 
tfaiok so, 18 the great pleasure aud satisfaction I have io 
the hopes of seeiog you here, where your advice aod ex- 
ample will be of great use; and therefore I hope you 
will lose DO time, but come away, and I will fit up ao 
apartment for you in Queeu's square, aod another at 
Sheen, (which I hope you will accept) places that I shall 
hardly be able to see this year. 

- Mr. Pilkington gaios daily upoo us, aod comes out a 
facetious agreeable fellow. I carried him the other day 
to see her grace of Bucks in the Park. Her grace see- 
iog him, asked, who he w^ ? I answered, ^' He was a 
present from you from Dublin." She smilingly replied, 
^ He b DO fool then, I am aoK^^ 
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I shall condude a loog dull letter, with mj eikioere 
Irishes for your health and prosperity, and tiiat jod 
would oot delay ooe hour coining to bless your friends 
here with your company ; which by nooe is more de«^ 
ed than, sir, 

Your most obedient 

ami most humble servant, 

J. BARBER. 



FROM LAOY BETTY GERMAIN. 

^ Frf.8, 1732-^. 

r RECKiFBD yours of the 8th of January, but last weel^ 
so find it has lain long on the road after the date. It was 
brought me while at dinner, tliat very lady sktiog close 
to me, whom you seem to think such an abaolute cour- 
tier.^ She knew your hand, and inquired much after 
you, as she always does : but I, finding her name £re« 
quently mentioned, not with that kindness I am aure she 
deserves, put it into my pocket with silence and surprise 
liideed, were it in people's power, that live in a oon^ 
with the appearance of favour, to do all they denre with 
their friends, they might deserve their anger, and bt 
Uaroed, when it does not happen right to their minds f 
but that, I believe, never was the case of any one : and 
la this paJticular of Mr. Gay, thus for I know, and so 
far I will answer for, that die was under very great eoa«- 
cern, that nothing better coukl be got for him : and the 
friendship upon all other occasions in her own power, 
that she showed him, did not look like a doable>dealtf« 

♦ TJiccoantfiiOfSufibUi:. H. 
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As to that part coDcerning yourself and her, I slip* - 
pme, it 18 mj -waot of comprehensioD, that I cannot find 
out why she was to blame to give you advice, when you - 
adced it, that had all the appearance of sincerity, ^ood 
nature and right judgment. And if after that, the court 
did not do what you wanted, and she both believed and 
wished they would, was it her fault ? At least I cannot 
find out that you have hiUierto proved it upon her. And 
though you say, you lamented the hour you had seeft 
her, yet I cannot tell how to suppose that your good 
sense and justice can impute any thing to her, because 
it did not fall out just as she endeavoured, and hoped it 
would. 

As to your creed in politics, J will heartily and syi^ 
cerely subscribe to it (that I detest avarice in courts, 
corruption in ministers^ schisms in religion, illiterate 
fawning betrayers of the church in mitres.) But, at the 
same time, I prodigiously want an infallible judge to de- 
termine when it is really so : for as I have lived long 
io the world, and seen many changes, I know those out 
of power and place always see the faults of those in, 
with dreadful lai^e spectacles; and, I dare say, you 
know many instances of it in Lord Oxford's time. But 
the strongest in my memory is. Sir Robert Walpole, be- 
ing first pulled to pieces in the year 1720, because the 
South Sea did not rise high enough ; and since that, he 
has been to the full as well banged about, because it did 
rise too high. So experience has taught roe, how wrong, 
unjust, and senseless, party factions arc ; therefore I am 
determined never wholly to believe any side or party 
against the other ; and to show that I will not, as my 
friends are in and out of all sides, so my house receives 
them altogether; and those people meet here, that have, 
and would fight in any other place. Those of theoitJlial 
hare great and good qualities auA^ixtML^Wss^^VB^^^^ 
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mire ; io wliich number is Lady Suffolk : and I do like 
tnA love her, because J believe, and as far as I am ca- 
pable of judging, know ber to be a wise, discreet, bonest 
and sincere courtier, who will promise no farther than 
she can perform, and will always perform what she does 
promise ; so, now, you have my creed as to her.'* 

I thouglit I h^d told you in my last, at least I am sure 
I designed it, that I desire you would do just as you 
like about the monument ; and then, it will be most un- 
doubtedly approved by 

Your most sincere and faithful servant, 

E. GERMAIN. 



TO THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

MT LORD, Dublin^ Feb, 16,1732-d. 

The bearer, Mr. Faulkner, the prince of Dublin prtn- 
tera, will have the honour to deliver you this. He tells 
iDe, your lordship was so gracious as to admit him into 
your presence, and receive him with great coodescea- 
^ion, which encouraged him to hope for the same favour 
again, by my mediation, which I could not refuse. Al- 
though, for his own profit, he is engaged in a work that 
very much discontents me, yet I would rather hare it 
fall into his hands, than any other ^s on this side. 

I am jusf recovered, in some degree, of two cruel ia- 
dispositious, of giddiness and deafness, after seven 
months. I have got my hearing ; but the oth«r evil 



* This spirited defence of Lady Suffolk, Against a man of SwifCs 
ability and disposition, does Lady Betty Germain more honour than 
she would have deserved by -wTitin^ the b«8t satire against all tie 
cwxrU and courtiers in Uv& -woild. H. 
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hangs still about^me, and I doubt ivill never quite leave 
nie, until I leave it. 

I hope your lordship, and Lady Oxford* and Lady 
Margaret,! continue in perfect heallh. I pray Go^ 
preserve you all, for the good of your friends, and your 
country. 

I am, with entire respect and esteem, 

Your lordship's most obedient, 
and most obliged servant, 

J. SWIFT 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF QUEENSBERRY. 

SIR, Feb. 21, 1732-3. 

Soon after the death of our friend Mr. Gay, T found 
myself more inclined to write to you, than to allow my- 
self any other entertainment. But, considering that 
migiit draw you into a coirespondeuce, that most likely 
might be disagreeable, I left-ofTall thoughts of this kind, 
till Mr. Pope showed me your letter to him, /which en- 
courages me to hope we may converse together as usual : 
by which advantage, I will not despair to obtain in re- 
ality some of those good qualities, you say, I seem to 
have. I mn conscience of only one, that is, being an 
apt scholar ; and if I have any good in me, I certainly 
learned it insensibly of our poor friend, as children do 
any strange language. It is not possible to imagine the 
loss his death is to me ; but as long as I have any me- 

* Lady Henrietta Cavendish Holies, only daughter and heir of his 
grace John Holies, Duke of Newcastle, was married to his lordship 
the 31st of October, 1713. N. 

f This lady was married to William Bentiock, duke at Portland, 
July II, 1734. N. 

L 2 
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Biory, the happioeM of ever hayiog such a friend can dc- 
Ter be lost to me. 

As tQ himself he knew the world too well to regret 
leaving it ; and the world in general knew him too lit- 
tle to Talue him as .they ought I think it my duty to 
my friend, to do him the justice to assure you, be had a 
most perfect and sincere regard for you. I bare lean- 
cd a good deal of his way of thidkiQg on your accooot; 
so that, if at any time you have any commands in tins 
part of the world, you will do me a pleasure to employ 
me, as you would him : and I shall wish it could ever 
be in ray power to serve you in any thing essential. 
The Duke of Queensberry Q)eant to write, if I had not, 
concerning your mouey affair. We both thought of it, 
as soon as we could of any thiogf and if you will ooly 
write word what you would have done with your mo- 
Bcy* gi^^t care shall be taken according to your order. 
I differ with you extremely, tliat you aie in any likeli* 
hood of dying poor or friendless : the if orld can never 
grow so worthless. I again differ with you, that it is 
possible to comfort one's self for the loss of friendsi as 
one does upon the loss of money. I think I could live 
on very little, nw thiok myself poor, or be thought so ; 
bu]t a little friendship could never satisfy me ; and I 
<^ould never expect to find such anotlier support as my 
poor friend. In almost every thing, but friers, another 
of the same nam^ may do as well ; but friend is more 
than a nappe, if it be any things 

Your letter touched me extremely ; it gave me a me^ 
lanclioly pleaMwe. I .felt much inore than you wrote^ 
and more than, I. hope, you will continue to feel. As 
you can give Mr. Pope good advice, pray practise it 
yourself. As you cannot lengthen your friend's daya^ 
I must beg you,- in your own words, not to shorten your 
OKU : ibr J do fall weU\uaoN«>y ^^K^mtuce^tbathtabh 
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and happiness depend on good spirits. Mr. Pope is bet* 
tcr in both this year than I have seen him a good while. 
Tbb jou will believe, unless he has told you what 1^ 
tells me, that I am his greatest flatterer. I hope that 
news has not reached you ; for nothing is more pleasant 
than to believe what one wishes. I wish to be your 
friend ; I wish you to be mine ; I wish you may not be 
tired wi^ this $ I wish to hear from you soon ; and all 
this, in Order to be my own flatterer. 
•. I will believe 

I never write my name. 

I hope you have no aversion to blots. 

SSnce I wrote this, the duke of Queensberry bids me 
tell you, that if you have occasion for the money, 
you need only draw upon him, and he will pay the 
money to your order. He will take care to have the 
account of interest settled, and made up to you. He 
will take this upon himself, that you may have no 
trouble in this affair. 



FROM THE COUNTESS OF KERRY. 

LixnarVi March 4, 1 732-3. 

The kind concern and friendly remembrance of the 
most esteemed dean of St. Patrick's, has raised in me a 
satisfaction and pleasure that I had almost given up, ha- 
ving been resolved a good while humbly to content my« 
self in a state of indolence and indiflerence ; and if I 
GOidd avoid the pains of body and mind, not to seek far- 
ther after those points in life, I so long and vainly pur* 
sued : but you have invaded my tranquillity in a man* 

ner I must not only forgive, but ^7 xrrj ^0»\^H^(^si(^ 

L 3 
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ments for, siuce at the same time you moke a melair- 
choly representation of my misfortunes, you strike 8 
Itght for me from another quarter from nrhence to raise 
hope. I most heartily rejoice in what you tell mc of 
Mr. Fitzmaurice, who has indeed given me an undenia- 
ble mark of taste, by tlie sense he lias of the honour you 
do liim in letting him into your society, from whence it 
18 impossible to come without some good influence. For 
my part, I grieve at the interval that necessity seems to 
call for, to inteiTupt such advantage, and it is mj study 
to And an occasion indispensable that he maj return ;* 
and as I think to be a member of oiur senate-house, is the 
best way to lead a young man into the world, I have been 
watching a good while for some gap in that body, that 
he might step into. There seems now to offer one on the 
- deatbof Sir Ralph Gore, that may not be itnpracticabley 
since it is a very small borough entirely belonging, as I 
am informed, to the bishop of Clogher, who, I dare say, 
is above disposing of it for court favour only, or to the 
highest bidder : practices much in fashion of tate. Might 
I not tlien presume upon your friendship with the bi- 
shop, to. recommend this young man as an honest one at 
present, and whom he might devote to his service by 8» 
great and seasonable an obligation, beside paying an ac- 
knowledgment that in gratitude is due, although the 
person were never so well qualified : thus much sure I 
may say without censure. If I have taken too greai 
liberty in recommending this matter to you, forgive me, 
and itoipute it to my zeal in endeavouring to take all op- 
portunities to turn this lad intd the world, that I may 
see what figure he will be likely to make hereafter. 
But if I do not succeed in this, or a6y other attempt, I 
thank Providence sincerely, I can now boast I have at- 
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ttdned philosophy enough to take eveiy thing witli pa- 
tience as it comes, by no means thinking myself too goiod 
to be the sport of higher powers; and my christian dut^r 
\t'j\\ not permit me to look for reasons. As little wisdom 
as I have bought, I wbh I Irad it sooner ; now it is too 
late, la farce esijm^^ and my curtain almost drawn ; so 
that if I could, I would no more traffick with the world 
upon my own account : friendship only is what I stilT 
must always Talue ; yours, surely, is more than comes 
to my share. 

You are very good to inquire after my eyes : they 
are, indeed, well beyond my expectation ; but are to me 
like the miser's gold, hoarded up as imaginary treasure 
that one wants, at the same time that one possesses ; for 
so much as this letter I have not taxed them a long time. 
I shall, with attention, observe all you recommend to me 
in the way of passing my time ; and do daily see reason 
to respect la hagatelie ; yet are there some places where 
that is too insipid to be made any use of. I have an 
excellent chaplain, (hat I employ in reading, and my 
domestic. Handicrafts and gardening do the rest. As 
for quadriile, it is a part of entertain.nbent only for strain 
gcrs. What shall I say for taking up so much of your 
time ? Forgive, dear dean, your most real and faithful 
bumble servant, 

A. KERRY. 



•TO THE DUCHESS OF QUEENSBERRY. 

MADAM, Jtfarc^ 20, 1 732-3. 

I HAD lately the honour of a letter from your grace, . 
which was dated just a month before it came to my hand, 
aUd the ten days since, I have beexi \c»Nl*5\ ^as5JR.^x^^ 
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with a gidilioeflB, that I have been long suliject taat ua* 
certaia times. Thia hiodered me from an acknowledg- 
ment of the great favour you have dooe me. The 
greatest unhappiness of vnj life is grown a comfort under 
the death of my firieod,* I mean, mj banisbment in tbii 
miserable country : for the distance I am at, and th^ 
despair I have of ever seeing my friends, farther thaa by 
a summer's visit; and this, so late in my life, so uDce^ 
tain in my health, and so embroiled in my little affain; 
may probably never happen ; so that my loss is not so 
great as that of his other friends, who had it always id 
their power to converse with him. But I chiefly lament 
your grace's misfortune, because I greatly fear, with aB' 
the virtues and perfections which cao possibly aoqoke 
ihe highest veneration to a mortal creature from the wor* 
thiest of human kind, you will never be able to procare 
another so useful, so sincere, so virtuous, so disinterested^ 
so entertaining; so easy, and so humble a friend, as that 
person whose death all good men lament I turn to 
your letter, and find your grace his the same thoughts 
Loss of friends has been called a tax upon long life, and 
what is worse, it is then too late to get others, if they 
were to be had, for the younger ones are all engaged. - 1 
shall never differ from you in any thing loqger, than till 
you declare your opinion ; because I never knew you 
•wrong in any thing, except your condescending to have 
any regard for me; and, therefore, all you say upon the 
subject of friendship, I heartily allow. But I doubt you 
are a perverter; for sure I was never capable of com- 
paring the loas of friends with the loss of money. I 
think we never lament the death of a friend upon hb 
own account, but merely on account of bis friends^ or 
Hie public, or both; and his, for a person in private life. 
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v«fl as ffxaX as possible. How finely 70a preach to us 
vbo are going out of the world, to keep our spirits, with- 
out iDformiDg us where we shall find materials ! Tet I 
kaire my flatteren too, who tell me I am allowed to have 
reUlaed more spirits than hundreds of others who are 
ieher, younger, and healthier than myself; which, con- 
aderlng a thousand mortifications, added to the perfect 
11 will of every creature in power, I take to be a high 
joint of merit, as well as an implicit obedience to your 
{race's commands. 19'either are those spuits (such as 
they be) in the least broken by the honour of lying un« 
der the same circumstances, with a certaui great person^ 
mhook I shall not name, of being in disgrace at court. I 
will espouse your blots upon paper, because they are the 
only blots that you ever did^. or ever will make in the 
whole course of your life. I am content, upon your pe- 
tition, to receive the duke and your grace for my stew- 
ards for that immense sum ; and in proper time I may 
come to thank you, as a king does the commons, for your 
loyal benevolence. In tlie mean wlule, I humbly intreat 
your grace, that the money may lie where you please, 
till I presume to trouble you with a bill, as my lord duke 
allows me. 

One thiqg I find, that you arei||i|||.wn very techy since 
I lost the dear friend who was my supporter ; so that 
perhaps you may expect I shall be very careful how I 
oflfeod you in words, wherein you will be much mistaken ; 
lor I shall become ten times worse after correction. It 
seejns Mr. Fope^ like a treacherous gentleman, showed 
you my letter, wherein I mentioned good qualities that 
you seem to have. Tou have understroked that offen- 
sive word, to show it should be printed in italic. What 
could I say more ? I never saw your person since yo« 
were a girl, except once in the dark (to give you a bull 
of this countiy) in a walk next the M^, T^F)tt>N.\»% 
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Tbal heallh and prosperity may attend you, is ay 

•iocere wish; and I eutreat you to believe that I u^ li 

with great truth, ja 

Sir, t 

Your most humble aod obedient serFioL iti 

h 

The whole family of my ladies eeod their coiB|ili* 
meDts« 

\] 

TO DR. SHERIDAN. 

, DnbliHy March 27, 1733^ 

I BBCBiTED your letter with some pleasure, aod « , 1 
food deal of coucern. The cooditioa you are in re* 
quires the greatest haste hitlier, although your schaot 
did Dot ; aud when you arrive, I will force Dr. Helshui 
to see and direct you ; your scheme of ridiiig aod coon- 
try air you find hath not answered, and therefore yoa 
have nothing to trust to but the assistance of a frieudlji 
skilful doctor. For whether they can do any good or | 
not, it is all we have for it ; and you cannot afford tn 
die at present, because tlie public, and.all your famflf 
have occasion for you. Besides, I do not like the plaee^ 
you are in, from your account, since you say people ars 
dying there so fast. Tou cannot afford to loae daiijr 
blood ; but I suppose you are no more regular than yoa 
have been in your whole life. I like the article very 
much which you propose in your will; and if. tliat takei 
place forty years hence, and God for the sins of men 
should continue that life so long, I would have it be still 
inserted ; unless you could make it a little sharper. I 
own you have too much reasoo to complain of soow 
Srieoikf who next to yooi«fc\i \^^^^ ^«ifc Nw\\aKSR9i.VBM^ 
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fhoin still I esteem and frequent, though IciMifess I can* 
Qot- hettrtUy fingire. Tet certsaoly the case yrm not 
oerely personal malice to you (although if had the same 
effect) but a kind of I kuow not what job, which one of 
4hi&na hath often heartily repented : however, it came to 
tie patched up. I am confident your recollection of ion 
mcis^ and eonles a rire will be much the best extant ; 
but you are apt to be terribly sanguine about the profits 
of publishing : however, it shall have all the pushing I 
cran give. I have been much out of order with a spice 
of my giddiness, which began before you left us : I am 
fe)etter of late days, but not right yet, though I take daily 
drops and bittei's. I must do the best I can, but shall 
neyer more be a night«waiker. You hear they have in 
England passed the excise on tobacco, and by thehr 

it appears they intend it on more articles. And 
is taken by some special friends hereto have it the 

way here. We are slaves already. And from my 
youth upward, the great wise men, whom I used to be 
tnoog:, taught me, that a general excise (which they now 
bft degrees intend) is the most direct and infellible way 
to slavery. Pray G — send it them in his justice, for 
ttey well deserve it. All your friends and the town are 
JHt as you left it .. I humdrum it on, either on horse- 
koek, or dining and sitting the evening at home, andea*i 
▼Mujag to write, but write nothing onerely out of indo« 
leDC% oikI want of spirits. No soul has broke his nedc, 
or if huoged, or married ; only Cancerina* is dead, and 
I iet her go to her grave without a cojSin and without 
iee& So I am going to take my evening walk ato 

* Qtm of tlKMe poor pe«pk to whom the dean used to give money 
when be met them in his walks ; some of them he named thus, partly 
or distiDctioD, and par Qy for humour; Cancerina, Stumpaoympa, 
Frtlf was, FritcfHHEiFlorB, Starofhafftbii. P. S. 
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five, having not been out of doors yet. I wish you veE 
and safe at home ; pray call on me oo Supday oigbt 

I am yours, &c. 

P. S. I believe there are an hundred literal bluodeiS) 
but I cannot stay to mend them. So^ick as you are 
. able. 
I am not so frank a writer as you. 



JFROM LORD BATHURST. 

Cirencester^ March 29, 1 733. 

JUT MOST DEAR BEAN, 

I AM indebted to you for several scraps of paper, nhkh 

you have sent me ,* but I waited to receive a letter fifom 

• 

you, and then would have returned you ao answer u 
well as I could. I obeyed your commands signified la 
your penultihne ; I attended your cause ; your dieot 
happened to be in the right, and we are not a little in die 
wron^, that we gave no costs. I should have moved 
for them, but I had distinguished myself in pressing lords 
to attend, and told so many that I had your commands 
so to do, that I did not think it proper to take that part 
upon me, and nobody else would do it ; therefore give 
me leave ta tell you, that you are bound in co^ieoce 
to pay that poor man 100/. He would certainly have 
had that sum, if you had not interposed in that perenp- 
lory manner. 

As to your last orders, in relation to the Dublin cause, 
I take it for granted you are in the wrong. All corpora- 
tions of men are perpetually doing injustice to individu- 
als. I will attend it, but am as much prejudiced against 
ibew^ as it is possible, \.\iw&^lYstf^'« \i^^\&%^^>^m»Bs 



r 
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tier the mailer in question. I have often reflected, (from 
"what cause it arises I know not) that though the majori- 
ty of a society are honest men, and would act, separate- 
ly, with some humanity, and according to the rules of 
morality ; yet, conjunctively, they arc hardhearted de- 
termined viUains. I know physicians, who, if you take 
them out of their practice, are very good sort' of men : 
but, was there ever in the world a consultation of them, 
that tended to any thing else than robbery and murder ? 
Do the body of lawyers think of any thing else, but to 
plunder and destroy the rest of mankinct ? In short, there 
is no coiporation to be excepted out of this general rule, 
but the two houses of parliament; and all assemblies of 
divines, wheresoever dispersed over the christian world. 
So much for the Dublin cause. 

'New, I must tell you, I want exceedingly to see yoa 
here ; and I would have you come just about Midsum* 
mer.-- If you come a moment before that time, you will 
find the parliament sitting, all in a flame about excises ; 
and go into what company you will, you can hear of 
nothing else. I reckon by that time we shall separate, 
.and then I come down to this place enfamille, (where I 
am now only a sojourner for three days) and you shall 
be better accommodated than you were last time you 
was here. I can assure you, I have made great altera- 
tions ; and to speak modestly, I think I may say it is 
by much the finest place in England. What Ireland 
may produce I cannot tell. Pope has promised to come 
down ; and it is time for him to retire, for he has made 
the town too hot to hold him.^ 



• Probably by the publication of the first satire of the second 
book of Horace imitated, in a dialogue bebveen Alexander Pope, 
£8q. on the one part, and his learned counsel on the other ; publish- 
fd February, 1732-3. B. 
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FooiT John Gay ! we shall nee him no more; taife 
will always be remembered by those who knew biai 
with a tender concern. I want to know how yoa dot 
and what yon are doing. I Mispect yoa are growa 
rery idle : for I have* not heard of any production ftrat 
that fertile brain of yours a great while. And beaidei^ 
the greatest mark of idleness ihat I know la theimo^ 
ing of other people's business. You that used to be en- 
ployed in supporting or pulling down ministersi in ]&• 
structing or diverting mankind, in inflaming kiogdooM, 
or pacifying contending parties, now seem to be dwiod* 
led into an Irish solicitor. I expect to see you is a 
dirty brown coat, with a little green bag under jour 
arm. However, let me see you. If I cannot \m^ 
with you, as I used to do, I will laugh at you ; for I 
am resolved to laugh as long as I live. So, my dev 
little pettifogger, adieu. 



FROM LORD MASHAM. 

BtK, Ijondon, April 7, 1733. 

I HOPE you will excuse me that I have not answered 
your letter sooner ; but I shall not be backward in obq^ 
ing your coromaods, by attending the cause you meo' 
tioD, when it comes into the hou^. I shall not fd 
speaking to those few lords I can be so iiree with, to at- 
tend also7 and shall rejoice if it should be determined 
to your satisfaction ; and I have good reason to beliefve H 
will, being fully convinced, that you can interest yom> 
self in nothing but where justice is uppermost We 
have long flattered ourselves with the hopes of having 
your good company here. I am sure there is no family 
in tills kingdom wishes lo cfie ^ ou more than that of tjie 
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Xasfaams, who - will always haye 7011 in remembraDce, 
ibr jour health and welfare. I doubt not but jou hear 
fibm better hands the state of our affairs, in relation to 
the excising tobacco and wine, therefore shall not trouble 
you upon that subject ; and shall only desire your far* 
ther (commands wherein I am capable to serve you ; 
SKuriDg you, that I am, with great esteem and faith. 
Sir, 

Tour most faithful and humble servant, 

MASHAM. 

POSTSCRIPT BY LADY MASHAM. 

ME, 

There "are few things in life would give me more joy 
than to see you again in this part of the world. Let 
your friends have that pleasure ; for, in doing it, you 
will oblige a vast number of people ; but nobody more, 
toy dear Mr. Dean, than your affectionate humble ser- 
vant, 

A. MASHAM. 



^FJ^QM THE DUCHESS OF QUEENSBERRY. 

BEAR SIR, Jpril 12, 1733. 

I REcsiTBD yours of the 23d of March. Perpetual 
paing in my head have hindered me from writing till 
this moment, so you see you are not the only person that 
way tormented. I dare believe there are as many bad 
heads in England as in Ireland ; I am sure none worse 
than my own ; that I am made for pain, and pain for 
Be; fcM', of late, we have been inseparable. It is a 
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most dispiritiog disiempc r. And briog od paiD of miod) 
-u'hethcr real or imaginary, it is all one. 

AVhilc I had that very sincere good friendt I coul^l 
somctinacs lay open all my rambling thoughts, and he 
and I would often view and dissect them j but now ibe^ 
come and go, and I seldom find out whether ihej be 
right or wrong, or if there be any thing in them. Poor 
man ! he was most truly every thing you could say of 
Jiim. I have lost, in him, the usefullcst limb of my mini. 
This is an odd expression ; but I cannot explain mj do- 
lion otherwise. 

I deny that I am techy ; yot am going to seero so |i 
again, by assuring; you my letters are. never false copies 
of my mind. They are often, I believe, imperfect om 
of an imperfect mind ; (which, however, to do it justice, 
often duects me better than I act.) Though I will cot 
lake upon me to declare my way of thinking to be eter- 
nally the same, yet whatever I write is at that instant 
true. I would rather tell a lie than write it down ; for 
words are wind it is said ; but the making a mcmosao- 
dum of one's own false heart, would stare one in the face 
immediately, and should put one out of countenance. 
Now, as a proof of my unsettled way of thinking, and 
of my sincerity, I shall tell you, that I am oot so much 
in the wrong as you observed I was io my last : for, my 
regard to you is- lessened extremely, since I obser?ed 
you are just like most other people, viz. disobliged at 
trifles, and obliged at nothings ; for what else are bare 
words ? Therefore pray never believe I wish to serve 
you, till you have tried me ; till then protestations are 
bribes, by which I may only mean to gain the friend- 
ship of a valuable man, and therefore ought to be sus- 
pected. I seldom make any for that reason ; so that if 
I have the peculiar happiness to have any wise waA 
good people my flatterers God knows how I came by it j 
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but isure nothing can equal such glorj, except that of 
haying the silly and bad people mj enemies. 

Here I think we agree. You declare that no such 
can depress jour sphits ; and if our constitutions are 
alike, I will not only preach up good spirits, but pe- 
Asribe the materials that have ever agreed with me. If 
anj body has done me an injury, they have hurt them- 
i^lves more than me» If they give me an ill name (up- 
less they have my help) I shall not deserve it. If fools 
shun my company, it is because I am not like them ; if 
people make me angry, they only raise my spirits ; and 
If they wisli me ill, I will be well and handsome, wise 
and happy, and every thing, except a day younger than 
I am, and that is a fancy I never yet saw becoming to 
.man or woman, so it cannot excite envy. Here I have 
betrayed to you the devilishness of my temper ; but I 
decko^ to you, nothing ever enlivened me half so much, 
la unjust ill ui^e, either directed to myself or to my 
Jbiends. The very reverse happens to me, when I am 
too well spoken of: for I am sorry to find I do not de- 
serve it all. This humbles me as much too much as the 
odier exalts ; so I hope you will not be too civil, since 
I l^ve declared the consequence. 

I am in great hopes you will make us a visit this sum- 
Qier : for tliqugh I have a sensible satisfaction by con- 
Tersing with you in this way, yet I love mightily to 
Ijook ^ %be person's face I am speaking to. By that 
one soon learas to stop when it is wished, or to mend 
what is s%id amia& 

Yoursti&wQrda will take great care of your money : but 
you mudt fitst direot as to your friend Mt. Lmmcelott^ 
(lU spelt to be sui^) and order him to give up Mr. 
Gay's note, on his sister's paying the money to his grace, 
Vrho will give liim bis aote for the aioney, or send it to 

VOL. XVIII. M 
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voii as you order. And as to what interest is due \o 
you, I suppose you liavc kept some account. 

By tills time you must be too much tired to bear 
reading; one word more ; therefore I vrill make uo ex- 
cuses. Pray employ me ; for I want to be certain ifbe- 
thcr I know my own mind or not ; for something or cfther 
often tells me, that I should be veiy happy to be of anj 
use to you. Whether it be true or false, neither y«i 
or I can be posiliFe, til! art opportunity shows ; but T 
do really think, that I am, dear sir, most sincerely 

Yours, SlC. 



FROM CHARLES FORD, Esq. 

London^ April 14, 17S3. 
1 AM extremely concerned to hear the bad state of 
your health. I have often wished tliat you would be 
more moderate in your walks ; for, though riding has 
always been allowed to be good for a giddy head, I 
never heard walking prescribed for a strain, or any ail- 
ment in the leg ; and the viclent sweats you put yoor- 
self into, are apt to give colds, and I doubt oocasioD 
inuch of your other disorder. I am confident you would 
find yourself better here ; and eyen tlie journey woidd 
be of great use to you. I was vastly pleadiBd to heir 
my lord mayor talk of the delight he should have in 
seeing you this year, that he might show you a creature 
of your own making. He has behaved himself so wefi 
in bis public capacity, that whether it be his humility 
or his pride, he deserves to be gratified. 

I could heartily wish your other complaints were as 
much without foundation, as that of having lost half 
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your raemoiy, and all your invention. I will venture 
to pronounce you have more led of thle fii'st tlian most 
men, and of the last than any raan now alive. While 
the excises were depending, you were expected every 
day ; foi' it A?as said, Why should he not show as miich 
regard for the liberty of England as he did for the mo- 
ney of Ireland ? I wish yoii had been her^, though the 
ftffair, in my opinion, is happily ended. Many people 
were ofTendM thai the bills were dropped, and not re- 
jected, and the authors of tlie scheme left unpunished ^ 
It was absolutely impossible to have earned it other- 
wise. You have heard Sir Robert Walpole, and one or 
two more coming out of the house, were insulted. A few 
of that rabble have been seized, with the ringleader, who 
proves to be a Norfolk man ; n6 enemy to excisfes, but 
kn entire dependant tipon the Outraged person. Though 
the rejoicings were as grlsat, and as uriiversal as ever 
were known, there was no violence, e.tcept the breaking 
a very few windows, whose owEiers had shown an uu* 
timely thrift of their candles. I foretold Henley what 
his joking would come to ; but the mayor of Southamp- 
ton immediately printed his real letter, which was shoit, 
and extremely proper. His designed opponent ait the 
next election, having voted for the excisfe, will not dare 
to show himself in the corporation ; and Henley, after 
the division, thanked him for having, by that vote, be- 
stowed him fifteen hundred pounds; ****** 

I have great hopes this fine mild weather will set 
you right, and long to hear you are prepai-iug for your 
journey. 

f am most entirely your grateful, &c. 
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FROM MR. POPE. 

Bath, JISTav. H 1728. 

J. jiiA.Y» passed at weeks io quest of health, and fouod 
U uot ; but I fouud the folly of solicitude about it ia 
a hundred instances; the contrariety of opinions and 
practices, the inability of physicians, the bliqd obedi* 
ence of some patients, and as blind robeliioo of otbeis. 
1 believe at a certain lime of life, men are eitliei^ ioob 
or physicians for themselves ; and zealots, or divines for 
themselves. 

It was much in my hopes that you intended us i^ 
winter's visit, but last week I repented that wish, har« 
ing been alarmed with a report of your lying ill on tbe 
road from Ireland ; from which I am just relieved by 
an assurance that you are still at Sir Arthur^*" plaot' 
ing and building ; two things that I envy you for, be* 
side a thuxl, which is the society of a valuable ladjr. 
I conclude, though I know nothing of it, that you qm* 
rel with her, and abuse her every day, if she is jmi. I 
wonder I hear of no lampoons upon her, eitlier made 
by yourself, or by others because you esteem her. I 
think it a vast pleasure that whenever two people o( 
merit regard one another, so many scoundrels envy and 
are angiy at them ; it is bearing testimony to a merit 
they cannot reach; and if you keep the infinite cooteot 
I have received of late, at the finding yodrs and mj 
Banc constantly united in any silly scandal, I think yoa 
would go near to sing Io Triumphe ! and celebrate my, 
happiness in verse ; and I believe if you will not, I 
shall. The inscription to the Dunciad is now printed 
and inserted in the poem. Do you care I should say 



* Sk i.r\,\\mi k<:\\CL%oV?. T^ 
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to J tfaiog farther how much that poem, is yours? since 
certainly without you, it had never been. Would to 
God we were together for the rest of our lives! the 
whole weight of scribblers would just serve to find us 
Amusement, and not more. I hope you are too well em- 
ployed to mind them : every stick you plant, and every 
•tone you fay is to some purpose ; but the business of 
lucfa lives as theirs, is but to die daily, to labour, and 
raise nothing. I only wish we could comfort each other 
Undet our bodily infirmities, and l<et those who have sd 
great a mind to have more wit than we, win it and wear 
it Give us but ease, health, peace, and faur weather ! 
I think it is the best wisb in tlie world, and you know 
wfiose it was. If I lived in Ireland, I fear the wet cli« 
iimte would endanger more than my life, my humour 
aiid health, I am so atmospherical a creature. 

I must not omit acquainting you, that what you heard 
of the words spoken of you in the drawing room was 
Bdt true. The sayings of princes are generally as ill re- 
lated as the sayings of wits. To such reports little of 
our regard should be given, and less of our conduct in- 
Hoeaced by them. 



TO MR. POPE. 

DubUnj Feb. 13, 1728-9. 

I LIVED very easily in the country : Sir Arthur is a 
man of sense, and a scholar, has a good voice, and my 
l^dy a better ; she is perfectly well bred, and desiroua 
to improve her understanding, which is very good, but 
cultivated too much like a fine lady. She was my pu- 
pil there, and severely chid when she read wrong ; with 
fliat, and walkiogj and making VKtuVy \\\A'^ ^xb»s«n!^ 
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unproTeneDtfi, and writing family veries of mirth b^ 
way of libels oo my lady, my time passed veiy well and 
in Tery great order { iufioitely better than here, wher^ 
I see no creature but my servants and my old pred)yte- 
rian houserkeepcr, dei^ing myself to every body, tiU I 
shall recover my ears. 

Tlie ajccount of another lord lieutenant was only in a 
common newspaper, when I was in the country ; and if 
it should have happened to be true, I would have de^ ' 
sired to have had access to bim as the sitDti^itlon I am in 
fequires. But this renews the grief for the death of m 
fiiend Mr, Congreve^* whoop I loved from my youlK 
and who surely, be»de his othier talenti^ was a voy 
sfgieeabk companion. He bad Urn viMwUtD^toaqun^ 
^ away a veij good oooatitutioR iu hk yoojoget dqft; 
and I thioka man of aeoscand loeri^ like Um^ la bonail 
kk eooGdeooe to preserve his health ior the aake of Ui 
InendsiasweUasof binacIC Upon bia own i^poonat I 
ooold not iDifech deabre the cooUmtaDoe of hia Hfi^ itdkc 
ao much pain, aud so n^my iafinmUea* Teara havenot 
yet hardened roe ; and! have an addition of wdjghtpQ 
my spirits since we loot bin ; though^ I saw him so sdr 
dom, and possibly if he had lived on^ should never have 
aeen him more, 1 do not oujy wish as you ask me^ that 
I was unacquainted with any deseiTiqg person, but al- 

* He was eertaioly one of the most polite, pleastog, and veil bred 
men of all bis conteinporar)e& And it might hsrve been said of biffl, 
as of Cowley, *' You woold not, from his conversation, bave knowB 
l^im to have been a wit and a poet, it was so unassuming and coiirte- 
6u8.** Swift had always a great regard and a6ection for him ; and 
introduced him, though a strenuous whig, to the favour of Lord Qi. 
ford. It is remarkable, that on the first publication, Congreve thought 
** the Tale of a Tob*^ gross and insipid. Swift, in a ^py of veryet 
to Dr. Delany, drew a picture of Congreve^s fortune and situation, 
which is unfair and overcharged. For the honour of government, 
Clongreve had several good placei conferred on him, and enjoyed ai^ 
^uent income. Dr. W^rr^. 
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most, that I nerer bad a friend. Here is an iogenioiu 
jgood humourejd physician, a fine geotlemao, an excel- 
.Icol scholar, easy io his fortunes, kind to every body, 
has abundance of friends, entertains them often and li- - 
berally'; they pass the evening with him at cards, with 
plenty of good meat and wine, eight or a dozen together ; 
,he loves them a}l, and they him ; he has twenty of these 
at command; if one of them d%s,: it is no more than 
poor Tom ; he gets another, or takes up with the rest, 
and is no more moved than at the loss of his cat ; he of- 
lends nobody, is easy with every body— is not this, the 
Iruly happy man ? I was describing him to my Lady 

A -, who knows him too^ but she hates him mortally 

bj.. Bay ch^ractei; and will not drink his health: I would 
j^ve half, my fortune fw the same temper, and yet I cao- 
,jiot saj I love it, for I do not lore mj lord — r-, who 
is much of the doctor's nature. I hear Mr. Gay's se- 
cond opera, wbkh you meutiou, is ibrbid ; and then he 
wiU be once more fit to be adviaedi and reject your ad- 
vice. . Adieu« 



TO LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

DubHuy March 21, 1729. 

Tou tell me you have not quitted the design of col- 
lecting, writing. Sic. This is the answer of every sia- 
ner who defers his repentance* . I wish Mr. Pope were 
as great an urger as I, who long ibr nothing more thaa 
to see truth under your hands, laying all detraction io 
the dust. I find myself disposed every year, or rather 
every month, to be more angry and revengeful ; and 
my rage is so ignoble, that it descends even to resent 
tbe folly and baseness of the enslaved !j(eQ!i}l^«!Cfi^QiQ%^Vis»2^ 



I live. I koetr an old lord in Leie^terssire irlio tbim- . 
cd himself with mending pifchforiks and spides far bis te- 
nants gratis. Yet I have higher ideds left, if I trcic 
nearer to objects on which I might employ them $ and 
coutcnming my private fortnne, would gladly cross tlie 
channel and stand by, while mj betters ik^ere driving 
the boars out of the garden, if there be any probable 
expectation of sucli an endeavour. When J was df 
}*our age I often thought of death, but norw after a dOMi 
years more, it is never out of my mind, and terrifies mft 
fess. I conclude that Providence has ordered our km 
to decrease with our spirits ; and yet I love la ht^ 
telle better than ever : for finding it troublesome to reUd 
^t night, and the company here growing tastleless, I am 
always writing bad prose, or worse verses, either of ra^ 
or raillery, whereof some few eo^ape to give offence, or 
mirth, snd the rest dre btnut. 

They print some Irish trash in London, and charge 
it on me, which you will clear me of to my Mends, for 
all are spurious except one paper ;^ for which Mr. I^ope 
very lately chid me. I remember your lordship used 
to say, that a few good speakers would in time cany 
apy point that was right ; and that the common method 
of a majority, by calling to (he quesUon, would never' 
hold long when reason was on the other side. Whether 
politics do not change, like gaming, by the invention of 
new tricks, I am ignorant : but I believe in your time 
you wotild never, as a minister, have suffbred an act to 
patt through the house of commons, only because you 
were sure of a majority in the house of lords, to throw 
.h out ; becafise It would be unpopular, atid censequeot- 
If a loss of reputation. Tet this we are told has beea 

<■" ** A LiM on Dr. Bettnjr aad a errtaln t^txi Lord.** 
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tlie eMe in the qaalificatioo bill relating to pensioQers. 
It should seem to me that corraption, like avarice, has no 
bounds. I had opportunities to know the proceedings 
of your ministry better than any other man of my rank ; 
tad having not much to do, I have often compared it with 
these last sixteen yeai's of a profound peace all over 
Europe, and we running seven millions in debt. I am 
forced to play at small game, to set the beasts here a 
iJMdding, tnerely for want of better game. Tentanda via 
ist pm me quoque possim,* <^. The devil take those 
politics, where a dunce might govern for a dozen years 
togetlier. I will come in person to England, if I am 
provoked, and send for the dictator from the plough. I 
disdain to say, O nnhi praieritas — ^but cruda deo vhidis- 
que senectns,^ Pray, my lord, how are the gardens ? 
have you taken down the mount, and removed the yew 
hedges ? have you not bad weather for the spring corn ? 
has Mr. Pope gt)oe farther in his ethic poems ? and is 
the head land sown with wheat ? and what says Folybi- 
as? and how does my Lord St. John ? which last ques- 
tion is very material to me, because I love buigundy, 
and ridhig between Twickenham and Dawley. I built 
a wall five years ago, and when the masons played the 
knaves, nothing delighted me so much as to stand by 
while my servants threw down ivhat was amiss. I have 
likewise seen a monkey overthrow all the dishes and 
plates in a kitchen, merely for the pleasure of seeing 
them tumble, and hearing the clatter they made in their 
[all. I wish you would invite me to such another en- 

• "New ways I rnurt attempt, mr grov^Uint name 
To xaiae aloft, and wing my flight to fame/' &. 

f ♦* O could I turn to that feir prime again ! < 

yet in his years are seen 
A Qiaol^ Tigovr, and autaomal (teeiu^^ ^. ^ 

M 1 
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tcrtajomcAt ; but you Uiiok, as I ought to tkiok, that iV 
is time for me to iiave done with the world $ and so I 
would, if I, could get iato a^be^x^ before I was called 
into the best, and not die here in a rage, like a poisoned 
r^t in a hole. I wonder jou are not ashamed to let ipe 
puie. away in this kingdom, while you are out of power. 
I come from looking over the melange above written, 
and decjare it to be a. true, copy of mj present dispod-t 
t|on, which mus( needs please you,, since; oothing was, 
ever more displeasing to mys^f. I desire you to pc^*. 
sent my most humble respects to my lady. 



TO LORD BOLINGBROKE., 

Qublmy April 5, 1 729. 
I DO not think it could he possible, for me to hear bet-^ 
(er news than that of your getting oyei: your scurvy, 
suit, which always hung as a dead weight on my heart ;. 
a hated it in all its circumstances, as it afiected your 
fortune and quiet, , and in a situation of li/e that must 
make it every way vexatious. And as I am infinitely 
^ obliged to you for the justice you do me in supposing 
your affairs (lo at least concern me as.mugb as my own; 
so I would never have pardoned your^omitting it. But: 
before I go on, [ cannot forbear mentioning what I read, 
l^t si^no^er in a newspaper, (hat you were writing the 
history of your own times. I suppose such a report^ 
might arise from what was not secret among your friends, 
of your intention to write another kind of history,* 
which you often promised Mr. Pope and me to do : I 
know he desires it very much, and I am siure I desire 
nothing more for the honour and love I bear you* and 
the perfect knovrkd^ 1 Vta^e oi ^oiyn ^^lic virtue 
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My lord, I have no other notion of economy than that 
it is the parent of libertj and eaae, and I am not the 
only friend you have who has chidyo.r in his heart for 
the neglect of It, though not with his mouth, as I have 
done. Foi there is a silly errer in the 'w orld^ even- 
among friends otliepwise very good!, not to- wrtermeddle 
with men's affairs in such nice matters. And, my lord, 
I have made a maxima that should be writ in letters of 
diamonds, that a wise man might to have money in his 
head, but not in- his heart.* Pray, my lord, inquire 
whether youi* prototypci my Lord Digby, aflher the resto- 
ration when he was at Bristol, did not take some care of 
his fortune^ notwithstanding that quotation I once sent 
you out of his speech to- the Honse of Commons. In my 
conscience, I believe Fortune, like other drabs, values a 
man gradually less for every year he lives. I have dfe* 
monstration for it ; because if I play at piquet for six- 
pence with a man or woman two years yonnger than' 
myself, I always lose; and there is a yoang girl of twen- 
ty who never fails of winning my money at backgam- 
mon, though she is a bungler, and the -game be ecclesi- 
astic. As to*lhe public,! confess .nothing could cure my 
itch of meddKng with it but these frequent returns of 
deafness, which have hindered me from passing last 
winter in London; yet I cannot but consider the perfi^ 
diousness of some people, who, I thought, when I was 
last there, upon a change that happened^ were the most 
impudent in fmgeltfog their prol^ions that I have ever^ 
jfonown. Pray wilt you please to take your pen, and' 
blot meont that political maxim from whatever book it>> 
Ih in, that^JR^s nolunt diu niaU administrliri ;, the comr 

. ^ V I am afraid that be had nioney as much in his heart 'b9 his 
hidod. As h§ advanced in yearF, he grew i^amefUIlj parshBooioas.'? 
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monneM makes me not koow wboit tbe author, bul suw 
be mutt be some moderu. 

. I am forry for Lady Bolingbroke's ill health ; bat I 
{HTOteit I never knew a very deserving penon of that 
aez, who bad not too much reason to complain of ill 
health. I never vake without finding life a more imigr 
Dificant thi^g than it was the day before : which is oae 
great advantage I get by living in this couoir>% where 
there is nothing I shall be sorry (o lose. But my great- 
est' misery . is recollecting the scene of Iweoty yeais 
past, and then all on a sudden dropping into the pie- 
sent. I remember, when I was a little boy, I felt a 
great fish at the end of my line which I drew up akDwt 
on the ground, but it dropped in, and the disappoiutr 
meut vexes me to thb very day, and I believe it was 
the type of all my future disappointments. I should be 
ashamed to say this to you, if you had not a spirit fitter 
to bear your own misfortunes, than I have to think of 
them. Is there patience left to reflect, by what qualities 
wealth and greatness are got, and by what qualities they 
are lost ? I have read my friend Congreye's verses \i» 
Lord Cobham, which end with a vile and fake morale 
and I remember is not ii> Horace to Tibullus, which he 
intimates ; '^ that all times are equally virtuous and vi- 
cious:*^ wherein he. differs from all poets^ pliilosophen^ 
and cliristiai» that ever writ. It is more probable thai 
^lere may be an equal quantity of virtues always in the 
>i;crld, but lometiipes there n»ay be a peck of it iu Asi% 
and hardly a tliimblefuU in Europe. But if there be 
no virtue, there is abiindance of sincerity ; for I will ' 
venture all I am worth, tliat there is not one hurosa 
creature in power, who will not be modest enough to 
eonfess thai he proceeds wholly upoa a principle of cor- 
ruption : I say this because I have a scheme, in spite of 
four notions^ to goyeru 'E\i^\9.\i4 \v^q». vVi!^ \fd\i^\^le6.of 
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Tiifue, aod wbes Iht nation ii ripe for it, I desire ymt 

vill send for me. I have learned this by liyiog iike » 

bemit, by whkh I am got backward about oineteeii 

httodred yean ia the ora of tbe world, and begin ta 

wonder at the wid^edoess of men. I dine akme uponr 

half a dish of meat, mix water with roj wine, walk ten 

odies a day, and read BaroniM.^ Hie expHdt episidti 

tid dam. BoliiigtMroke, el meipit ad amicum Pope. 

• Having finisbed mj letter to Aristippus, I now begf o 

t» you. I was lo great pain about Mrs* Fope^ having 

heard firom othen that she was in a very dangerous way, 

which made me tliiok it unseasonable to trouble you. I 

am ashamed to tell you, that when I was very young I 

had more desire to be famous than ever since; and fame, 

lyce all tilings else in this life, grows, with me every day 

more a trifle. But you who are so much younger, al« 

though you want that health you deserve, yet your spi* 

rita are as vigorous as if your body were sounder. I 

hate a crowd where I have not an easy place to see and 

be aeen. A great library always makes me mehmcho* 

ly,t where tbe best author is as much squeezed, and as 

obscure, as a porter at a coronation. In my own little 

Kbrary, I value the compliments of Graevius and Grono- 

vius, which make thirty-one volumes in folio (and were 

given me by my Loi-d Boliogbroke) more than all my 

books besides ; because, whoever comes into my closet, 

casts his eyes immediately upon them, and will not 

vouchsafe to look upon Plato or Xenophon. I tell you 

i/t is almost incredible how opinions change by the de- 

* Dr. Hawkesworth observes that Baronius was the only piece of 
Charch History that was found in bis library. But it appears, that 
he possesfed also the Magdeburgh Ecclesiastical Historians, and had 
diligently read them. N. 

« t In Montesqoiea's Persian Letters, there H an adjm!rab!f obm 
upon this ku^j?ct. Da. Waatok. 
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dine ordecajr rf gpiriu ; audi will HBrtherteD 701^ that 
all my eodeavoura, from a boj, to dUtioguish irjfel( 
were only Dor waiit of a great (kle aod fortune, that f 
might be used like a'losd by these who lia^e ao opimeo 
of roj parts ; whether eight or wroQg, it is no great mat- 
ter ; aod 80 the reputation of wit or. great learning does 
the office of a blue riband, or of a eoach«and nx horses. 
To be ^remembered for ever on the aceount of our friend- 
ship, is what would exceedingly please me ; but yet I 
never loved to make a visit, or be seen walking with* 
my bcttecsi because they get all the eyes and civilities 
from. me. I no sooner writ this than I conrected my- 
self^ and remembered. Sir Fulk Grevil's epitapl^ 
'' Here liesi «&c. who wa^ friend to Sir Philip Sidney.'* 
And therefore I most heartily thank you for your de- 
dre that I would record: our friendship, in veise, which if 
I can succeed in, I will never desire to write one more 
line in poetry wiule I live» You must present my hum* 
ble service to Mrs. Pope, aod let her know I pray faa 
l)cr continuance in the world, for her own reason, tfast 
she may live to take care of you« 



TO MR. POPE^ 

Jug. 11, 1729. 
I irii very^ sensible that in. a former letter I talked 
very weakly o^ my own aflfairs, and of ray imperfect^ 
wishes and desires, whiob, however, I find, with some 
comfort, do now daijy dedine^ very suitably txy my state 
of health for some months past. For my head is never 
perfectly free from 'giddiness, and especially toward, 
i^ght. Yet my disofder is very moderate, and I have 
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been without a fit of deafness this half year; so I ai» 
. Ijk^ a hor^e, which, though (^ hib mettle, cao'trot oo to* 
lerably ; and this coniparison put9 me in miod^to add that 
lain returned to be a cider, whesein I wish you^would^ 
imitate me. As to this oouotry,'"' there have teen three 
terrible years dearth of corn, and every place strowed. 
with beggars ; but dearths are common in better climate^: 
and our evils, here lie much deeper. Imagine a nation, 
the two thirds of whose revenues are spent out of it, and 
who are not pei-mitted to. trade with the ether third, and. 
where tlie pride of women will not suffer them to wear> 
their own manufactures, even where they excel what 
come from abroad : this is the true state of Ireland in a very 
few words. These evils operate more every day, and 
the kingdom is absolutely undone, as I have been telling 
often .in print these ten years past. 

What I have said requires fomveness, but I had^ 
mind for once to let you know, the state of our afTairsy. 
and my reason for being more moved than perhaps be* 
comes a clergyman, and a piece of a philosopher : vod' 
perhaps the increase of years and disorders may hope for 
some allowance to complaints, especially when I may call* 
myself a stranger in a^straoge land. As. to poor Mrs. 
Pope (if she be still alive) I heartily pity you and pity 
her : her great piety and virtue will infallibly make her 
happy in a better life, and her gieat age has made her» 
fully ripe for heaven and the gi*ave, and her best friends 
will most wish her eased of her labours, when she has so 
many gopd works to follow them. The loss you will 
* feel by the want of her eare and kindness, I know very 
w.ell; but she h^ amply done her part, as you haye 

* There are many acute and new observations ^m the state of Ire- 
land in Berkeley *d ** Querist/* by wliich he appears to be a? great a 
patriot and politician, as in his other works he i? a pliilosopheranddi . 
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yoari. One reasoo why I would have yoa io Ifttaddy 
wbett you Bhall be at your owo disposal^ ii^ that jm 
nuvf be inaater of two or three yean revenuea, prmfUti 
frmflB im anms ctfpia^ so ai not to be pinched in the ki^ 
when yean iDcrease, aod* perhaps yonr health impdn} 
and when this kingdom is utterly at an end, yoo may 
support me for tlie few yeare I shall happen to live ; and 
who koows but you may pay me exorbitant interest for 
the spoonful of wine and scraps of a chidien it may coit 
ne to feed you ? I am confident you have too much 
reason to complain of ingratitude; for I never yet knew 
dby person one tenth part so heartily dbposed as yen 
are to do good*offices to others, without the least private 
view. 

Was it a gasconade to please me, that you said your 
fortune was increased 100/. a year since I left you ? you 
should have told me how. Those suhsiduL seneduti are 
extremely desirable, if they could be got with justice, 
and without avarice; of which vice, though I cannot 
dutfge myself yet, nor feel any approachei. toward it, 
yet no usurer more wishes to be richer, or rather to be 
imrer of his rents. But I am not half so moderate is 
you, for I declare I cannot live easily under double to 
what you are satisfied with. 

I hope Mr. Gay will keep his SOOOi* and live on die 
interest, without decreasing the principal one penny ; bat 

* He gained, we see, a considerable sum bj his writings. Eoougb 
has been said of Milton's sclFing his Paradise Lost for ten pounds. 
Tonflon gave Drydeto only two hundred aod (Shy guineas for ten iboiF 
saad verses to make up the volume of his *-* Fables." It ma j be of use 
to inform young adventurers, that Thomson scid his ** Winter" to 
Millar for only three guineas. He gained but little more for hi) 
Spring. The year after, when he rose in reputation, 1728, Andrew 
Millar gave him fifty guineas for bis ** Summer.^' This Was bitf fif^ 
connexion with Thomson, whom he ever afterward honoured aod as* 
fitted if called upon. Dr. Toung received of Dodsley two hnodml 
gaioesa for the firit three ^^ S^\|.\A T\iwi\^\&.^ ut. feiXtsDisSA!^ ^ivt 
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I do flot like four seldom seeing him. I hope he it 
frowfi more diiei^aged from bis inientne^ on bis oira 
affsatV) which I ever disliked, and k quite the reverse 
of you, unless you are a very dexterous di^iser. I de- 
4*re my humUe service to Lord Oxford, Lord Bathurst, 
and particularly to Mrs. Bfon&t, but to no lady at coutt. 
God Mess you for being a greater dupe than I : I love, 
that character too myself, but I want your charity^ 
Adieu. 



4 



FROM MR. POPE. 

Oct. ^, 1 72d. 
It pleases me that y du received my books at last ; but 
yon never once told me if you approve of the whole, or 
disapprove not of some parts, of the commentary, «Sx. 
It was my principal aim in the entire work to perpetuate 
the friendship between its, and to show that the friends 
or the enemies of one were the friends or enemies of the 
other: if in any particdiar, any thing be stated or men- 
tioned in a different manner from what you like, pray 
tell me freely, that the new editions now coming out 
here, may have it rectified. You will find the octavo 
rather more correct than the quarto, with some additions 
to the notes and epigrams cast in, which I wish had been 
increased by your acquaintance in Ireland. I r^oice 
in hearing that DrapierVhill is to emulate Parnassus ; 1 
fear the country about it is as much impoverished. I 

hundred and twenty ^Ineas for his ** Pleasures of ImaiginatioD ;^ and 
Malkt the same sum for hiA ** Amyotor aad Theodora.*' Some no- 
dern bookseUers behave to authors with much liberality and gtBcr«v* 
ti^. Dr. Wabton ; wlio here speaks fieeUngly, having then just rt« 
peIvc?d900f»lbrhi«edl(IOdOfPbp^aWotU. ?(» 
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trtilj share io all that tioubles you, and wish you xe- 
rooved from a scene of disti-ess, which I kuow works your 
compasdooate temper too strongly. But if we are not 
to see you here, I believe I shall once in my life see 
you there. Tou think more for me, and about me, thas 
, any friend I have, and you think better for me. Per- 
haps you will not be contented, though 1 am, that the 
additional 100/>. a year is only for my life. My mother 
is yet living, and I thank God for it : she will never be 
troublesome to me, if she be not so to herself: but a me- 
lancholy object it is, to observe the gradual decays both 
of body and mind, in a person to whom one is tied by the 
links of. both. I cannot tell whether her death itself 
would be so afflicUng. 

Tou are too careful of my worldly ai&irs ; I agi rich 
enough, and can afford ta give away 1002. a year. Do 
not be angry ; I wiD not live to be very old* I have 
revelations to the contrary. I would not crawl upoD 
the eartli without doing a little good when I have a 
mind to do it : I wiQ enjoy the pleasure of what I gi?e, 
by giving it, alive, and seeing another enjoy it. Wheo 
I die, I should be ashamed to leave enough to build me 
a monument, if there weie a wanting friend above 
ground. 

Mr. Gay assures me his 30002^ is kept entire and sa- 
cred ; he seems to languish after a line from you, and 
complains tenderly. Lord Bolingbroke has tohl me tea 
times over he was going to write to you. Has he, or 
not ? The Dr. is unalterable, both in friendship and 
quadrille : his wife has been very near death last week : 
his two brothers buried their wives within these six 
weeks. Gay is sixty miles ofl^ and has beeu so aU 
this sumiqer, with the duke and duchess of (iueeas- 
berry. He is the same man ; so is every one here that 
joa know : mankind is unamendable* Ogiwms ilk 
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^ui miHimis urgelur. Poor Mrs. is like the rest, she 
cries at the thorn in her foot, but vill sufier do body 
to pull it out. The court lady^ I have a good opinioa 
of^ yet I have treated he^ more oegligCDtlj than yoa 
would do, because you like to see the iDside of a court, 
^hich I do not. I have seen her but twice. Tou have 
a desperate hand at dashing out a character by great 
strokes, and at the same time a delicate one at fioe 
touches. God forbid you should draw mine, if I were 
conscious of any guilt : but if I were conscious only of 
folly, God send it 1 for as no body can detect a great 
fault 80 well a$ you» im> body woult) so well hide a small 
one. Bnt after all, that lady means to do good, and 
does DO harm, which, is a vast deal for a courtier. I 
qin asGxm you that Lord Peterborow always speaks 
kindly of you, aod certainly has as great a mind to bt 
your fnend as any one. I must throw away my pen : 
it camiot, it will never tell you, what I inwardly am t9 
Ton. Qif «df ne^c monsinare^ H sentio ionium^ 



TO MR- POPE, 

Octal, 1720. 

Yov were so careful of sending me the Duodad, that 
t have received fiv^ of them, and have pleased fouf 
friends. I am one of every body who approve every 
part oT it, text and. comment;, but am one abstracted 
f^om every body, in the happuaess of being recorded 
your friend, while wit, and humour, and politeness shall 
Itave any memorial among us. As foi* youjr octavo edi- 
lion we Kdqw nothing of it, for we have an octavo of 

• Mrf. Howard. N. 
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our own, which has sold wonderfullj, coDsideriog our 
povertj, and duloen the coosequeoce of it. 

I writ this post to Lord Bolingbroke, and tell him in my 
letter, that with a great deal of loss for a frolick, I will fly 
u soon as build : I have neither years, nor spirit, nor 
monej, nor patience for such amusements. The frolick 
is gone oflT, and I am only lOOZ. the poorer. But this 
kiDg'iom 18 grown so excessively poor, that we wise men 
must think of nothmg but getting a little ready money. 
It is thought there are not two hundred thousand pounds 
of specie in the whole island;** for we return ihrice as 
much to our absentees, as we get by trade, and so are 
all inevitably undone; which I have been telling them 
in pritit these ten yean, to as little purpose as if it came 
firom the pulpit. And this is enough for Irish politicsi 
which I only mention, because it so nearly touches my^ 
self. I must repeat what I believe I have said before, 
^at I .pity you much more than Mrs. Pope. Such ft 
parent and friend hourly declining before your eyes, is 
an object very unfit for your health, and duty, and ten- 
der disposition, and I pray God it may not affect you 
too much. I am as much satified that your additional 
100/. per annum is for life as if it were for ever. You 
have enough to leave youi* friends, I would not have 
them glad to be rid of you ; and I shall take care that 
none but my enemies will be glad to get rid of me. Tou 

have embroiled me with Lord B about the figure 

of living, and the pleasure of giving. I am under the 
necessity of some Kttlc paltry figure in the station I am; 
but I make it as little as possible. As to the other 



* This is a very melancholy pietare of the then ^ate of f reland ; 
Md, it mnst be hoped, does not resemble that kingdom in its present 

•tate. Dr. Warto.^. 
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part yau are base, because I thougbt myself as great ft 
giver as ever was of my ability ; and yet io proportioq 
you exceed, and bare kept it till now a secret even from 
lAe, wben I wondered bow you were able to live with 
your wbole little revenue. 

Adieu. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

Nav.}Q, 172d. 

I FIND tliat you bave laid aside your project of buildr 
iiig io Ireland, and that we shall see you in this island 
€um sq)ht/ris, et hinmdine prima. I know not whether 
the love of fame increases as we advance in age ; suret 
I am that the force of friendship does. I loved you al- 
most twenty years ago : I thought of you as well as T do 
now, better was beyond the power of conception, or to 
avoid an equivoque, beyond the extent of my ideas. 
Whether you are more obliged to me for loving you as 
well when I knew you less, or for loving you as well 
after loving you so many years, I shall rK>t determine. 
What I would say is this: while my mind grows daily 
more independent of the world, and feels less need of 
leaning on external objects, the ideas of friendship re* 
turn oftener, they busy me, they warm me more ; is it 
that we grow more tender as the moipent of our great 
separation approaches ? or is it that they who are to live 
together in another state, (Jot vera amidtia nonnisiinter 
bonos) begin to feel more strongly that divine sympathy 
which is to be the great band of tbeir future society ? 
There h no one thought which sooths my mind like this : 
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1 eocourage mj imagination to pursue it, and am beaili- 
ly afflicted when another faculty^ of the intellect corner 
boisterously in, and wakes me From so pleasing a dream, 
if it be a dream. I will dwell no mot*^ on economics 
than I have done in my former letter. Thus much oolj 
I will say, that otium cum dignilate^ is to be had with 
500Z. a year as well as with 5000/ : the difference will 
be found in the value of the man, and not in that of the 
estate. I do assure you, that I have never quitted the 
design of collecting, revising, improving, and extending 
several materials which are still in my power; and! 
hope that the time of setting myself about tliis last work 
of my life is not far off. Many papers of much curiosi- 
ty and importance are lost, and some of them in a mao- 
ner which would surprise and anger you. However, I 
shall be able to convey several great truths to poeteritj, 
so clearly and so authentically, that the Buruets and die 
Oldmixons of another age may rail, but not be able to 
deceive. Adieu, my friend. I have taken up more of 
this paper than bjclougs to me, since Pope is to write td 
you ; no matter, for upon recollection the rules of pro- 
portion are not broken \ he will say as much to you ai 
one page as I have said in three. Bid him talk to yott 

* Viz. reason, Tully (to wbom tlie letter-writer seems to alluie) 
observes something like this oo the like occasion, where, speakias of 
Plato^s famous book of the Soul, he says, Nescio quoiiiodo,dam lefo, 
adsentior: eum posui librum, et mecum ipse de immortaUtate aoidw- 
rum caepi co^itare, adseotio ilia omnis elabitur. Cicero seou to 
hmire bad but a confused notioii of the catuse df the slippery natnreof 
this assent, which the letter-writer has here explained, namely, thst 
the imagination is always ready to indulge so flattering uJdeB,N( 
severer reason corrects and disclaims it. As to religion, that is oat of 
the question ; for TuUy wrote to his few philosophic friends j thougk^ 
as has been the fate pf his lordship*s first philosophy (where thii 
whole matter is explained at tarj^e) it came at last into the hands dt^ 
thepublict Dr. Wartom. 
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r the work he is about.* I hope in good earoest ; it 
a fine one; and mW be in his hands an oiiginal. His 
)le complaint is, that he finds it too easj iu the execu- 
on. This flatters his laziness, it flatters ray judgment, 
ho always thought that (universal as his talents are) 
tus is eminently and peculiarly his, above all the writers 
know, living or dead : I do Hot except Horace. 

Adieu. 



FROM MR. POPE. 

iVov. 28, 1729. 
This letter (like all mine") will be a rhapsody ; it is 
many years ago since I wrote as a wit.t How many 
oecurreoces or informations must one omit, if once deter- 
mined to say nothing that one could not say prettily ! 
I lately received from the widow of one dead correspon- 
dent, and the father of another, several of my own let- 
ten of about fifteed^and twenty years old ; and it was 
Bol aueotertaioing to myself to observe, how and by nhat 
degrees I ceased to be a witty writer ; as either my ex- 
perience grew on the one band, or my affection to my 
eonrespondents on the other. Now, as I love you bet- 
ter UiaD most I have ever met with in the world, and 
eiteem you too the more the longer I have compared you 
with the rest of the world ; so inevitably I write to you 
nore uegligently, that is, more openly, and what all but 
fluch as love one another will call writing worse. I smile 
to think how Curll would be bit were our epistles to fall 

• **E8iay on Man;** on which, therefore, it appears he was em- 
ployed in 1729. Dr. >Varton. 
f He used to value himself on this parVicviV^it . Vi ki«v:t5.tw9». 
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into hk handflt and how gloriously they would fall short 
of every ingenioua reader's expectatioos* 

Ton canoot imagioe vhat'a vanity it is to roe, to have 
something to rebuke you for in the way of econoiny. I 
love the man that builds a house subito ingenky and 
makes a wall for a horse : then cries, " We wise meo 
must think of notliing but getting ready money." I am 
glad you approve my annuity; all we have in thii 
world is no more than an annuity, as to our own enjoy- 
ment : but I will increase your regard for my wisdom, 
and tell you, that this annuity includes also the life of 
another,"^ whose concern ought to be as near me as my 
own, and with whom my whole [yroapects ought to finiBli. 
I throw my javelin of hope no farther. Cur brem forks 
jacuiamur tevo^i Sx. 

The second (as it is called, but indeed the ^ightb) 
edition of the Dunciad, with some additional notes and 
epigrams, shall be sent you if I know any opportunity $ 
if they reprint it with you, let them by a]l meaus fidlov 
that octavo edition. The Drapier's letlera wre iigaia 
printed here, vary laudably, as to paper, print, &c» fer 
you know I disapprove Irish politic^ (as my comnenta- 
tor tells you) being a strong and jealous subjcet of Sif- 
land. The lady you mention, you oiught not to compWft 
of for not acknowledging yoMr present ; she having Jiti* 
ly received a much richer present from Mr. Ko^bt of 
the South Sea ; and you are sensible shexaoiKNt ever m- 
turn it to one in the condition of an outlaw. It^4)er« 
tain as he can nevereypect any favour4 his motive miut 
be wholly disinterested. Will not this, reflectaoik make- 

* His mother^s. Warbdrton. 
f Why do we dart with eager strife 
At tbiagfl beyond the marie of life p S. 

i He was Bfiistaken in thi». Knight was.j^ardoned, axid estate hett 
in the year 1742. YTaubxjrtoi*. * 
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j-bu blush ? Your coDtinUjil deploi'iogs of Ireland make 
me wish you were .here long eoough to forget those 
scenes that so a£Qict you : I am only in fear if you were, 
you would grow such a patriot here too as uot to be 
quite at ease, for your love of old England. It is vei/ 
fMBsible your journey, in the time I compute might ex- 
actly tally with my intended one to you ,* and if you 
must sooo again go back, you would not be unattended. 
For the poor woman decays perceptibly every week ; 
and the winter may too probably put an end to a very 
long, and a very irreproachable life. My constant at- 
tendance on her does indeed affect my mind very much, 
and lessen extremely my desires of long life ; since I see 
the best that can come of it is a miserable benediction. 
I look upon myself to be many years older in two years 
since you saw me ; the natural imbecility of my body 
joined now to this acquired old age of the mind, makes 
me at least as old as you, and we are the fitter to crawl 
down the hill together ; I only desire I may be able to 
keep pace with you. -My first friendship, at sixteen, was 
contracted with a man of seventy: and I found him not 
-grave enough or consistent enough for me, though we 
lived well to his death. I speak of old Mr. Wycherley, 
some letters of whom (by the by) and of mine, the book- 
'sellers have got and printed, not without the concimrence 
of a noble friend of mine and yours."^ I do not much 
approve of it; though there is nothing for me to be 
ashamed of, because I will not be ashamed of any thing 
I do not do by myself, or of any thing that is not immo- 
ral, but merely dull ; as for instance, if they printed this 
letter I am now writing, which they easily may, if the 
underlings at the post-office please to take a copy of it. 

** See the occasioa ia the second and third paragraphs of Mr. PopeM 
preface to the 6rst genuine editions of his Letters, published in Dec. 
1737. W. 

VOL xvnu - « 
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I adoiire on (Iiis coDsideration, your sending your Isst to 
mc .ifuite open, without a seal, wafer, or anj closure 
whatever, manifesting the utter openness of the writer. 
I would do the same by this, but fear it would look like 
affectation to send two letters so togetlicr. I will fullj 
represent to our friend (and I doubt oot it will touch his 
heart) what you so feelingly set forth as to the badness 
of your Bui^indy, ^x. He is an extremely honest mao, 
and indeed ought to be so, considering how very indis- 
creet and unreserved he is : but I do not approve this 
part of his character, and will never join with him in aoj 
of his idlenesses in the way of wit. Tou know my max- 
im, to keep as clear of all ofieDce as I am clear of all in- 
tri-cst in either fxirty. I was once displeased before at 

50U5 for complaining to Mr. ^ of my not having a 

pension ; and am so again at your naming it to a certain 
lord. I have given proof in the course of my whole life 
(from the time when I was in the friendship of Lord 
Bolingbrbke and Mr. Craggs, even to this when I am 
civilly treated by Sir Robert Walpole) that I never 
thought myself so warm in any party's cause as to 
deserve their money ; and therefore would never have 
accepted it : but give me leave to tell you, that of all 
mankind, the two pei'sons I would least have accepted 
any favour from, are those very two, to whom you have 
unluckily spoken of it I desire you to take off any ioi- 
pressions which that dialogue may have left on his lord- 
ship's mind, as if I ever had any thought of being be- 
holden to him, or any other, in that way. And yet you 
know I am no enemy to the present constitutiou ; I be- 
lieve as sincere a well wisher to it, nay even to the 
cluu*ch established, as any minister in or out of employ- 
nieut whatever ; or any bishop of £ngland or Ireland. 
Yet am I of tlie religion of Erasmus, a catholic ; so I 
live, so I shall die •, ^iv<\ \\o^ ^lafc Ci»^' Va xw^fLV-^wi, K- 
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shop Alierbturj, ihe younger Craggs, JDr. Garth, Dean 
Berkeley, and Mr. Hiitchenson, in that place, to which 
'6od of his infinite mercy bring us, and every body t 

Lord B's amnr^r to your letter I have just received, 
and join it to this packet. The work he speaks of with 
such abundant partiality is a system of ethics in the Ho- 
ration way. 



tROM Mr. pope. 

April 1 2, 1 13b. 

This is a letter extraordinary, to do and say nothing 
hut recommend to you (as a clergyman, and a charitable 
one) a pious and a good work, and for a good and an 
honest man : moreover, he is above seventy, and poOTj 
which you might think included in the wbrd honest. I 
shall tliink it a kindness done myself, if you can propa- 
gate Mr. Wesley's subscription for his Commentary on 
Job among your divines, (bishops excepted, of whom 
there is no hope) and among such as arc believers^ or 
readers of scripture. Even the curious may find some- 
thing to please them, if they scorn to be edified. It has 
been the labour of eight years of this learned man's life ; 
I call him what he is, a learned man, and I engage you 
will approve his prose more than you formerly could his 
poetry. Lord Bolingbroke is a favourer of it, and al- 
lows you to do your best to serve an old tory, and a 
sufferer for the church of England, though you are a 
whig, as I am. 

We have here some vei'ses in your name, which I am 
angry at. Sure you would not use me so ill as to flatter 
tnc ? 1 tliereforc think it is some other weak Irishman. 
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P. S. I did not take the pen oat of Pope's hands, 1 
protest (0 you. But since he will not fili the remaioder 
of the page, I think I niaj without oflence. I seek oo 
epistolary fame, but am a good deal pleased to thiuk, 
that it will be known hereafter that you and I lived in 
the most friendly intimacy together. Pliny writ his let- 
ters for the public* so did Seneca, so did Balaam, Yoi* 
ture. See. Tully did not, and therefore these give us 
more pleasure than any which have come down to us 
from antiquity. When we read them, we pry into a se- 
cret which was intended to be kept from us. That is a 
pleasure. We $ec Cato, and Brutus, and Pompey, and 
others, sucli as they really were, and not such as the 
gaping multitude of their own age took them to be, or 
as historians and poets have represented them to ours. 
That is aocther pleasure. I remember to have seen a 
procession at Aix la ChapeUc^ wherein an image of Charle- 
magne is carried on the shoulders of a man, who is bid 
' by the long robe of the imperial saint. Follow him into 
the vestry, you see the bearer slip fiom under the robe, 
and the gigantic figiue dwindles into an image of the 
brdinaiy size, and is sct^by among other lumber. I agree 
much with Pope, that our climate is rather better than 
that you are in, and perhaps your public spirit would be 
less grieved, or oftener comforted, here than there. Come 
to us therefore on a visit at least. It will not be the 
fault of several persons here, if you do not come to live 
with us. But great good will, and little power, produce 
such slow and feeble effects as can be acceptable to 
heaven alone, an^ heavenly men. I know you will be 
angry with me, if I say nothing to you c; a poor woman, 
who is still on the other side of the water in a most Ian- 

* A jast and sensible criticiam on epistolnry writingf, which wc 
flfaooid bear in our miad« ^ViUl ^c ^y« T^adlQ^^this collection of Let- 
ter?. Dr. Wart©n. 
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guiflhiDg state of health. If she regains sti'eiigth enough 
<o come over, (and she is better Avithia a few weeks) I 
shall Durse her in this farm with all tlie care and tender- 
ness possible. If she does not, I must pay her the last 
duty of friendship wherever she is, tliough I break 
through the whole plan of life, which I have formed in 
my mind. Adieu. 

I am most faithfully and a^ectionately yours. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

Jan. 17, 1730-31. 

I BEGIN my letter by telling you that my wife has 
been returned from abroad about a month, and that her 
health, though feeble and precarious, is better than it has 
been these two }'ears. She is much jour servant, and 
aa she has been her own physician with some success^ 
imagines she could be yours with tlie same. Would to 
God you was within her reach. She would, I believe, 
prescribe a great deal of the medicina anUni^ without 
liaying recourse to the books of Trismegistus. Pope 
and I should be her principal apothecaries in the course 
of the cure ; and though our best botanists complain, that 
few of tlie herbs ,and simples which go to the composition 
of these remedies are to be found at present in our soil, 
yet there are more of them here than in Ireland ; be- 
sides, by the help of a little chymistry, the most noxious 
juices may become salubrious, an?! rank poison a specific. 
Pope is now in my library with rne, and writes to the 
world, to the present and to future ages, while I begin 
t his letter which he is to finish to you. What good he 
will do to mankind I know not; this comfort he tna^ he 
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lure oC be cannot do lev than jou have done befion 
bim. I have sonetimea thought, that if preachen, hang- 
men, and moral writeiii keep vice at a stand, or so nmch 
as retard tlie progress ai it, tiiey do as much as humta 
nature admits : a real reformation* is not to be brought 
about by ordinary means ; it requires these extraordina- 
ry means, vhich become punishments as well as lesBons; 
national corruption must be purged by national calami- 
tles.f Let us hear from you. ^ We deserve this atten- 
tion, because ve desire it« and because we believe thait 
you desire to bear from us. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKK 

March 2Q, 173(K]. 
I HAVE delayed several posts answering your letter 
of January last, in hopes of bein^ able to speak to you 
about a project which concerns us both, but me the mos^ 
since the success of it would bring us together. It has 
been a good while in my head, and at my heart ; if it 
can be set agoiog, you shall hear more of it. I was ill 
in the begiuuiug of the winter for near a week, but in 
no danger either from; the nature of my distemper^ or 
from the atiecdance of three physicians. Since that 
bilious intermitting fever, I have had, as I bad before^ 
better health than the regard I have paid to health de« 
serves. We are both in the decline of life, my dear 

* Boliogbroke has enlarged on this topic io his Philosophical Worki 
iiiteiidinc to depreciate Christianity by diowing that it hai not bad a 
gen^Fal effect on tlie morals of mankind, nor produced a real reforma- 
ti(m : ao argument nothing to the purpose, nor any impeachment of 
tiie doctrines of the gospel ; even if it were founded, at it certainly if 
not. Dr. Warton. 

/ fnm^t affords a striking exam^ «t W^ \x>ii>^ "^ . "V i 
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deim, and have been some yean going down the hiU; 
let us make the passage as smooth as we can. Let us 
fence against physical evil by care, and the use of those 
means which experience must have pointed oi^ to. us: 
let us fence against moral evil by philosophy. I re- 
nounce the alternative you propose. But we may, nay, 
(if we will follow nature, and do not work up imagina- 
tion against her plainest dictates) we shall of course 
grow every year more indifferent to life, and to (he af« 
fairs and interests of a system out of which we are soon 
to go. This is much better than stupidity. The decay 
of passion strengthens philosophy, for passion may de- 
cay, and stupidity not succeed. Passipns (says Pope, 
our divine, as you will see one time or other) are the 
gales of life : let us not complain that they do not blow 
a storm. What hui*t does age do us, in subduing what 
we toil to subdue all our lives ? It is now six in the 
morning ; I recal the time (and am glad it is over) when 
about this hour I used to be going to bed, surfeited with 
pleasure, or jaded with business : my head often full of 
schemes, and my heart as often full of anxiety. Is it 
a misfortune, think you, that I rise at this hour, refresli- 
ed, serene, and calm ? that the past, and even the pre- 
sent affairs of life, stand like objects at a distance firom 
me, where I can keep off* the disagreeable so as not to 
be strongly affected by them, and from whence I can 
draw the others nearer to me ? Passions in their force 
would bring all these, nay even future contingencies, 
about my ears at once, and reason would but ill defend 
me in the scuffle. 

I leave Pope to speak for himself, but I must tell yoit 
how much my wife is obliged to you. She says she 
would find strength enough to nurse you, if you were 
here, and yet God knows, she is extremely weak ; the 
^low fever works under, ai\d mwe:^ >X\^ t5iiw6c^56ictfS5i\^^ 
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Jieep it off sometimes, but still it returns, and maliesDew 
lireaches before nature can repair the old ones. I am 
dot ashamed to say to you, that I admire her more every 
liour of my life ; Death Is not to her the kin^ of ter- 
rors; she beholds him without the least. When she 
goffers much, she "wishes for him as a deliverer from 
pain ; when life/is tolerable, she looks on him with dis* 
like, because he is to separate her from those friends to 
whom she is more attaclied than life itself.* You shall 
not stay for my next as long as you have for this letter; 
and in every one Pope shall write something much bet- 
ter than the scraps of old philosophers,, which were the 
presents, munuscula, that stoical fop Seneca used to seod 
in every epistle to his friend Lucilius. 

P. S. My lord has spoken justly of his lady : why 
not I of my mother ? Testenlay was h^ birth-day, now 
entering on the nincty-firBt year of her age ; her memo- 
ry much diminished, but her senses very little hurt, her 
right and hearing good ; she sleeps not ill, eats moderate* 
ly, drinks water, says her prayers; and this is all she 
does. I have reason to thank God for continuing so 
long to me a very good and tender parent, and for al- 
lowing me to exercise for some years, tliose cares which 
are now as necessary to her as hers have been to roe. 
An object of tliis sort daily before one's eyes very mucli 
softens the mind, but perhaps may hinder it from tlie wil- 

* She was niece to Madame de Malotenon, educated at St. Cyr, 
and was a woman of a veiy beautifbl person, and very agreeable 
manners. Her letters are written in very elegant French. She was 
a woman of much observation. Madame de Maintenon menUoDS 
her in her letters. Dr. Trapp told me, that Ijord Bollngbroke boast* 
jng one day of his former gallantries, she said to him, smiling, 
** When I look at yon, methinks f see the ruins of a fine old Ro- 
{/laii aqueduct ; but the \5titeT \\%% ^e^tc^ to flow," Dr. WAnrov. 



DOCTOR SUTFT. 293 

Ihigoess of coDtractiQg other ties of the like doroesiio 
nature, when one finds how painful it is even to enjoj 
the tender pleasures. I have formerly made so strong 
efforts to get and to deserve a friend : perha[>s it were 
wiser never to attempt it, but live extempore, and look 
upon the world only as a place to pass through, just pay 
your hosts their due, dbperse a little charity, and hurry 
on. Yet am I just now writing (or rather planning) a 
boc^E,^ to make mankind look upon this 'life with com* 
fort and pleasure, and put morality in good humour. 
And just now too, I am going to see one I love yery ten* 
derly ; and to-morrow to entertain several civil people, 
whom if we call friends, it is by the courtesy of England. 
Sic, sic juvat ire sttb umbras4 While we do live, we 
must make the best of life. ^ 

'' Cantantes licet usque (tninus via UedetJ eamus.^^X 

as the shepherd said in Virgil, when the road was long 
and heavy. I am yours. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

. You may assure yourself, that if you come over tl\is 
spring, you will find me not only got back into the ha- 

* He means his ** Essay on Man;** and alludes to the arguments he 
uses to make men satisfied even with their present state, without loolf* 
ing to another. Youpg wrote his ^ Kight Thoughts*' in direct oppo* 
sition to this view of human life, but which, in truth, Young haf 
painted in colours too dark and uncomfortable. Dr. Warton. 
f *' Thus, thus it pleases us to pass through life.** S> 
X M Let us still go singing on, to beguile the tedioutness of tte 
way,*' S. 

N 1 
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bits of study, but devoted to that historical task, which 
jou have set me these many years. I am iu hopes of 
some materials whiob will enable me to work io the whole 
extent of the plan I propose to rojself. If they are not 
to be had, I must acceromodate my plan to this deficien- 
cy. In the mean time Pope has given me more trouble 
than he or I thought of ; aod you will be sui^nsed to 
find that I have been partly drawn by him^ and partly 
by myself, to write a pretty large volume upon a very 
grave and. very important subject : that I haiFe ventured 
to pay no regard whatever to any authority except sa- 
cred authority,, and. that i have ventured to start a 
thought whichi must, if it is pushed as successfully as I 
think it is, render all your metaphysical theology bolh 
ridiculous and abominable. There is an expression la 
one of your letters to me, which makes me believe you 
will come into my way of thinking ou this subject; and 
-yet I am persuaded that divines and freethinkers would 
both be clamoroas against it, if it was to be submitted 
to their censure, as I do not intend; that it shall. Ths 
passage I mean, is that, where you say you told Dr. 
I>e1any the grand points of Christianity oug.ht tO- be ta- 
ken as infallible revelations, &c.* 

It happened that while I was writing this to you die 
Dr. came to make me a visit from London, where I 
beard he W98 arrived sopge time ago : he waa in haste 

* In this maxim all bigoUed divioef and free^thinkiog polhiciaas 
agree : the one, for fear of disturbing the established religioo ; the 
other^ leit tiiat disturbance thoold prove iqiHrious to their adndiiis- 
tratioh of the state. And would thej be content to take these points 
for granted themselves, without iojuring those in their fortunes and 
reputation, who are for inquiring into and settling them on tbeiv 
right grounds, I think nobody would envy their piety or their wis- 
dom : but when thcjt begin to persecute those who venture to assume 
this natural liberty, then they unin^k their hypocri^ aod 
chiavellaolsxB. Dr. YTa^'^oia. 
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ta return, and is, I perceive, in great haste to print. He 
left with me eight Dissert atious,^ a small part, as I lui' 
dei-stand, of his work, and desired roe to peruse, coasi- 
der, and observe upon tliem against Monday next, when 
he will come down agaiik By what I have read of the 
two first 1 fiiid myself unable to serve funu The prin- 
ciples he reasons upon are begged in a- disputatioa of 
this sort, and the manuer of reasoning is by no meaQ» 
close and conclusive. The sole -advice I could give 
him in conscience would be that which he would take 
ill, and not follow. I will get rid of this task as well as 
I can, for I esteem the man, and should be sony to dis- 
oblige him where I cannot serve him.. 

As to retirement and exercise, your notions are true : 
tlie first should not be indulged so much as to render us 
savage, nor the last neglected so as to impair health. 
But I know men who, for fear of being savage, live with. 
all who live with them ; and who, to preserve their 
health, saunter away half their time. Adieu : Pope 
calls for the paper. 

* The work l^ere alluded to, was the first volume of Dr. DeIaoy*» 
** Revelation examined with Candonr,**^ published 1732 ; a work 
written io a florid and declamatory style, and with a greater d^ee 
of learning, and iogennity than of sound reason and ai^gnmeot The 
same may be said of this author^s " Life of King David." Witness 
tlie first dissertation on the forbidden fihiit, the second, consernin^ 
the knowledge of the brute world' conveyed to Adam; the third, of 
the knowledge of marriage given t<hAdam ^the sixth, concerning the 
difficulties and objections that Vie against the mosaic account of the 
fall ; tlie fifteenth, on< some d^uUits rating io l^aclts consf'- 
dered. The best of his works seems to be his **'Redi^^n8 on Po- 
lygamy." Dr. Delaoy was an. amiable, benevolent, f^d virtuous 
man 3 a character far superior to that of the ablest controversial 
writer. His Defence of Revelation is of a rery different cast from 
such solid and masterly works as the biehop of Llandaff *s ** Apology 
for the Bible,*' and Archdeacon Paley^s " Bvidencesof Christiani^.^' 
Dr^ VVahton. 
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P. S. I hope what goes before will be a strong fn<h 
five to your coming. God kuows if erer I shall see 
Ii-eland ; I shall never desire it, if you can be got lii* 
ther, or kept here. Yet I think I shall be, too soon, a 
freeman. Tour recommendations I constantly give to 
those you mention ; though some of them I see but sel- 
dom, and am every day more retired. I am less fond 
of the world, and less curious about it ; yet no way out 
of humour, disappointed, or angry : though in n\y waj 
I receive as many injuries as my betters : but I do not 
feel them^ therefore I ought not to vex otlier people, nor 
even to return injuries. I pass almost all my time at 
Dawley, and at home ; my lord (of which I partly take 
the merit to myself) is as much estranged from politics 
as I am. Let philosophy be ever so vain, it is less vain 
now than politics, and not quite so Vain at present as di- 
vinity : I know notliing that moves strongly but satire, 
and those who arc ashamed of nothing else are so of be- 
ing ridiculous. I fancy if we three were tf^ether but 
for three years, some good might be done even upon this 
age. 

I know you will desire some account of my. health : 
It is as usual, but my spirits rather worse. I write lit- 
tle or nothing. You know I never had either taste or 
. talc>at for politics, and the world minds nothing else. I 
have personal obligations, which I will ever preserve, to 
men of diflfereot sides ; and I wish nothing so much as 
public quiet, except it be my own quiet. I think it a 
merit if I can take oJOT any roan from grating or satirical 
subjects merely on the score of party : and it is the 
greatest vanity of my life that I have contributed to turn 
my Lord Bolmgbroke to subjects moral, useful, and more 
worthy his pen. Dr. Delany's book is what I cannot 
commeai] so much as Dean Berkeley's, though it has 
many tilings ingeQiou&m\V, «ii^ *vi^ vi^v. ^^^v(£\^\i\.Vci'^^ 
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irritiQg part : but the whole book, though he meant it 
adpapuhtm, k I think purelj ad derunu Adieu. 



TO MR. POPE. 

Dublin^ June 12, 1731. 

I DOUBT, habit has little power to reconcile us with 
sickness attended by pain. With me, the lowness of 
spirits has a most unhappy effect ; I am grown less pa- 
tient with solitude, and harder to be pleased with com- 
pany ; which I could formerly better digest, when I 
could be easier without it than at present. As to send* 
ing you any thing that I haye written since I lefl you 
(either verse or prose) I can only say, that I have or- 
dered by my will, that all my papers of any kind shall 
be delivered you to dispose of as you please. I have 
several things that I have had schemes to finish, or to 
attempt, but I very foolishly put off the trouble, as sin- 
ners do their repentance : for I gi'ow eveiy day more 
averse from writing, which is Very natural, and when I 
take a pen, say to myself a thousand times, non est tanii. 
As to those papers of four or five years past, that you 
are pleased to require soon : they consist of little acci* 
dental things writ in the cbuntiy ; family amusements, 
never intended farther than to divert ourselves and some 
neighbours : or some effects of anger on public griev- 
ances here, which would be insignificant out of this king- 
dom. Two or three of us had a fancy, three years ago^ 
to write a weekly paper, and call it ap Intelligencer. 
But it continued not long ; for the whole volume (it was 
reprinted in London, and I find you have seen it) was 
the work only of two, myself and Dr. Sheridwu. 1^^^ ' 
could haye got some iogenVAis ywHi%T«i'Wi\.^^^^^^^5^^'^ 
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Ike manager, vbo should have published all that migFii 
be seot to him, it might have cootinued longer, for there 
were hints enough. But the printer here could not af- 
Curd such a young man one farthing for his trouble, the 
sale being so small, and the price one halfpenny ; aod 
so it dropped. In the volume you saw (to answer your 
questions) the 1, 3, 5, 7, were mine. Of the 8th I writ 
only the verses, (very uncorrect, but against a fellow 
we all hated) the 0th mine, the 10th on]y the versa, 
and of those not the lour last slovenly lines ; the 15th 
is a pamphlet of mine printed before with Dr. Sheri- 
dan^s preface, mesely for laziness, not to disappoint tl)€ 
town ; and so was the 10th, which contains only a par- 
cel of fects relating purely to the miseries of Ireland, 
and wholly useless and unentertaining. As to'othei 
things of mine since I left you ; there are, in prose, a 
View of the State of Ireland ; a Project for eating Chil- 
dren ; afid a Defence of Lord Carteret : in verse, a Li- 
bel on Dr. Delany and Lord Carteret ; a Letter to Dr. 
Delany on the libels writ agauist him ; the Barrack (a 
stolen copy ;) the Lady's Journal ; the Lady's Dress- 
ing-room (a stolen copy ^ the Plea of the Damned (a 
stolen copy ;) ail these have been printed in London. 
(I forgot to tell you that the Tale of Sir Ralph was seot 
fvom England..) Beside these there are five or six (pec- 
haps more) papers of verses writ in the north, but per- 
Sectfamify things^* two or three of whioh may be tole^ 
rable, the rest but indifferent, and the humoiur only k»- 
cai, and some that would give offence to the times. ' 
Such as they are, I will bring them, tolerable or bad, if 

♦ A very excellent, because pe^ect, sort of primitive verses, which 
never rose above daily topics, and the chat of the times. The great- 
est part of Swift^s poetry is of this kind. 1 knoiv not of any work af 

the dean's that can be stricUy caUed poetical Qur bards of ^•yp*- 

cies are numerous. Djt. "W ijLTo:i% 
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1 recover this iameDess, aod live loog enough to see 
you either here or there. I forget again to tell you 
that the Sciieme of payiug Debts by a Tax on Vices, ia 
not one syllable mine, but of a young clergyman whom 
I countenance ; he told me it was built upon a passage 
iu Gulliver, where a projector hath something upon the 
same thought. This young man^ is the most hopeful 
we have : a book of his poems was printed in London ; 
Dr. Delany is one of his patrons : he is married^ and has 
children, and makes up- about lOOl, a year, on which he 
lives decently. The utmost stretch of his ambition ii^ 
to gather up as much superfluous money as will give 
him a sight of you, and half an hour of your presence ; 
after which he will return home in full satisfaction, andv 
in proper time, die in peace. 

My poetical fountain is dl-aiued, and I profess I grow 
gradually so dry that a rhyme with me is almost as hard 
to find as a guinea, and even prose speculations tire me 
almost as much. Yet I have a thing io prose,! beguu 
above twenty-eight yei^rs ago, and almost finished. It 
wiH make a four shilling volume, and is such a perfec- 
tion of folly that you shall nerev hear of it till it is 
printed, and then yot^shell be left to guess. Nay I have 
another of the same age,} which will require a long time 
to perfect, and is worse than the former, in which I wiQ 
'^rve you the same way. I heard lately from Mr* 
^-*— , who promises to be less lazy in order to mend his 
(brtuee. But women who live by theit beauty, and men 
by their wit, ane seldom provident enough to consider 
that both wit and beauty will go off with years, and 
there is no living upon the credit of wiiat is past. 

^ His oame was Pilkingtoo ; andhe was husband of the lady who 
wrote memoirs of her own life. Dr. Wartox. 
•h Polite Conrersatioa. See the eighth volume ^ ^SaSAt^'^^s^* ^^ 
} Directiona to Servants. See vo\..vU\. TS. 
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I am ia great coocern to hear of my Lady Boliog- 
broke"* ill bealth returued upon her, aud I doubt my 
Jord will fiod Dawley too sojitai j without her. lo that 
neither lie nor you are companions young eoough forme, 
and I believe the best part of the reason why men are 
said to grow diildren when they are old, is because they 
caooot entertain themselves with thinking; which is the 
very case of little boys and girls, who love to be noisy 
among their playfellows. I am told Mrs. Pope is with- 
out pain, and I have not heard of a more gentle decay, 
without uneasiness to herself or friends-,* yet I cannot but 
pity you, who are ten times the greater suflerer, by hav- 
ing (he person you most love so long before you, aod 
dying daily; and I pray God it may not affect your 
mind or your health. 



FROM MR. POPE.* 

« 

Dec. 5, 1732. 

It is not a time to complain that you have not an* 
swered me two letters (in the last of which I was impa- 
tient under some fears.) It is now indeed a time to 
think of myself, when one of the nearest and longest ties 
I have ever had is broken all on a sudden, by the unex- 
pected death of poor Mr. Gay. An inflammatory fever 
hiMrried him out of this life in three days. He died last 
night at nine o^clock, not deprived of his senses entirely 
at last, and possessing them perfectly till within five 
hours. He asked of you a few hours before, when la 

* " On my dear friend Mr. Gay's death : Received, December, 15, 
but -not read till the 20tli, by ao impalae foreboding somemislbrtune.''' 
This note |b indorsed on \ke oii^laal letter ia Dr. SwUt*f band. 
Pope, 
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acate torment by the ioflftminatkHi in bis bowels and 
breast. His effects are in the Duke of Ctueen^^b^ry's 
custody. His sisters, we suppose, will be his heirs, who - 
are' two widows; as yet it is not known whether or no 
lie left a will — Good God ! how often are we to die be« 
fore we go quite off this stage ? in every friend we lose 
a part of ourselves, and the best part« God keep those 
we have left ! few are worth praying for, and oneVself 
the leai t of all. 

I shall never see you now I believe ; one of your 
principal calls to England is at an end. Indeed, he was 
the most amiable by far, his qualities were the gentlest, 
but I love you as well and as firmly. Would to God 
the man we have lost had not been so amiable, nor so 
good ! but that's a wish for our own sakes, not for his. 
Sure if innocence and integrity can deserve happines8,,it 
must be his. Adieu. I can add nothing to what you 
will feel, and dimioisi) nothing from it. Yet write to me, 
and soon. Believe no man now living loves you better, 
I believe no man ever did, than 

A. POPE. 

Dr. Arbuthnot, whose humanity you know, heartily 
commends himself to you. All possible diligence and 
afl^lon- has been shown, and continued attendance on 
this melancholy occasion. Onoe more adieu, and write 
to one who is truly disconsolate. 

P. S. BY DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

DEJLR SIR, 

I AM sorry that the renewal 4>f our correspondence 
should be upon such a melancholy occasion. Poor Mr^ 
Gay died of an inflammation, and I believe at \a%V.%. 
norHfication, of the bowek; \t ^aaVYv^ tawA. ^^o^^^^'^ 
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case I ever knew, haviog cut him off iu three dajs. 
was attended by two physiciaiii beside myself. I 
neved the distemper mortal fi-om the begioniog. I li 
Bot had the pleasure of a line from you these two ye 
I wrote one about your health, to which I had oo aos 
I wish you aU health and happiuessi being, with grei 
fectioo and respect, sir, 

Yours^ &c. 



TO MR. POPE. 

Dublin, 1 732- 

I ftiCBiVBD yours with a few Hoes from the do 
aud the account of our losing Mr. Gay, upon w! 
event I shall say nothuig, I am only concerned 
long living has not hardened me : for even in this k 
dom, and iu a few days past, two pei-sons of great m 
whom I loved very well^ have died iu the prime of t 
years, but a little above thirty. I would eikleavoii 
comfort myself upon the loss of friends as I ^ upon 
loss of money $ by turning to my account book, and 
ing whether I have enou^ left for my support : bu 
the former case I find I have not any more than in 
other; and know not aqy man who is iu a greater 1 
lihood than myself to die poor and friendless.* You 
a much greater loser than I by his death, as beii 
more intimate friend, and often his companion ; wl 
latter I could never hope to be, except perhaps i 
more in n^ life for a piece of a summer. I hope he 
left you the care of any uritings he may have left, 
J wish, that with those already extant, they could h 
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puhlkhed io a fair edition, under your inspectioD. Youp 
poem oa the Use of Riches has beeo just printed here, 
and we have no objection but the obscurity of several 
{Mssages, by our ignorauce in facts and persons, which 
make us lose abundance of the satire. Had the printer 
given me notice, I would have honestly printed the' 
names at length, where I happened to know them; and 
writ explanatory notes, which however would have been 
but few, for my long absence has made me ignorant of 
what passes out of the scene where I am. I never had 
the least bint fkooi you about this work, any more than 
of your former, upon Taste. We are told here, that you 
are preparing other pieces of the same bulk to be in-^ 
scribed to other friends, one (for instance) to my Lord 
Boliogbroke, another to Lord Oxford* and so oo. Doc- 
tor Delany presents you his most humble service; he be* 
haves himself very commendahly, converses only with 
hli former friends, makes no parade, but entertains them 
constantly at an elegant, plentiful table, walks the streets^ 
as usual, by daylight, does many acts of charity audi 
generosity, cultivates a country-house two miles distant ; 
and is one of those very few whhin my knowledge, on 
whom a great access of fortune hath made no manner of 
change. And particuhuiy, he is often without money, 
as he was before. We have got my Lord Orrery among 
us^ being forced to continue here on the iH condition of 
his estate by the knavery of an agent; he is a most wor- 
thy gentlenaan, whom I hope you wiU be acquainted 
with. I am very much obliged by your fevour to Mr. 

P 4 which I desire may continue na longer than he 

shall deserve by his modesty, a virtue I never knew him 
to want, but is hard for young mea to keep, without 
abundance of ballast. If you are acquainted with the 
duchess of Clueeusberry, I desire you will present hecin.^ 
jnost humble service : I think dit \a ^ai ^^«to\\saRKxVi 
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the death of a frieod thaa either of us. She seems a 
lady of excellent sense and spirits. I had often post- 
scrljpts from her in our friend's letters to me, and her 
part was sometimes longer than his, and they made up 
a great part of the little happiness I could have here. 
This was the more generous, because I never saw hei 
since she was a girl of five years old, nor did 1 envy 
poor Mr. Oay for any thing so much as being a domestic 
friend to such a lady. 1 desire you will never fail to 
send me a particular account of your health. I dare 
hardly inquire about Mrs. Pope, who I am told is but 
just among the living, and consequently a continual grief 
to you : she is sensible of your tenderness, which robs 
her of the only happiness she Is capable of enjoyiof* 
And yet I pity you more than her ; you ctnn5t iengthei 
her days, and I beg she may not shorten yours. 



FROM MR. FOFF. 

Feb. 16» 1732-3. - 

It is indeed impossible to speak on such a subject ii I 
the loss of Mr. Oay, to me an irreparable one. Bat I ! 
send you what I intend for the inscription on hb tomb, | 
which the Duke of Queensberry will set up at Westmfai- ; 
ster. As to his writings, he left no will, nor spoke a 
word of them, or any thing else, during his short and 
precipitate illness, in which I attended him to his last 
breath. The duke has acted more than the part of a 
brother to him, and it will be strange if the Asters do not 
leave his papers totally to his disposal, who will do tbe 
fame that I wouVd viiUi them. He has managed tbe 
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comedj^ (which our poor friend gave to the playhouse 
the week before his deatb^ to the utmost advaetage for 
bis relatioDs; and proposes to do the same with some fa- 
blcsf be left finished. 

There is nothing of late which I think of more than 
mortality, and what you mention, of collecting the best 
monuments we can of our friends, their own images in 
their writings : for those are the best, when their minds 
are such as Mr. Gay's was, and as your's is. I am pre- 
paring also for my own, and have nothing so much at 
heart, as to show the silly world that men of wit, or even 
poets, maj be the most moral of mankind. A few looee 
tilings sometimes fall from them, by which censorious 
fools judge as ill of them as possibly they can, for thek 
own comfort: and indeed, when such unguarded and 
ividiagjeux iP esprit have once got abroad, all that pru- 
dence or repentance can do, since they cannot be denied, 
is to put them fairly upon that foot ; and teach the pub- 
He (as we have done in the preface to the four volumes 
of Miscellanies) to dbtinguish betwixt our studies and 
our idlenesses, our works and our weaknesses. That 
was the whole end of the last volume of Miscellanies, 
without which our former declaration in that preface, 
" That these volumes contained all that we have ever 
offended in, that way," would have been discredited. 
It went indeed to my heart to omit what you called the 
Libel on Dr. Delauy, and the best panegyiic on myself 
that either my own times or any other could have af- 
forded, or will ever afford to me. The book, as you 
observe, was printed in great haste ; the cause whereof 

♦ " The Wife of Bath ;" which, in truth, is batan indiffijrent come- 
dy. Dr. Warton. 

f The second vohime of the Fables is much inferior to the first ; 
particularly on account of the long and languid introductions to each 
fable, which read like party pamphlets. Dr . W k^'tQ^^ 
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vas, that the booksellers were doing the same, in coilect^ 
ing jour pieces, the corn with the chafT; I do not mean 
that any thing of yours is chafl^ but with other wit of 
Ireland wluch was so, and the whole in your name. I 
meant principally to oblige them to separate what you 
writ seriously from what you writ carelessly; and thought 
my own weeds might pass for a sort of wild flowers, 
when bundled up with them. 

It was I that sent you those books into Ireland, and 
so I did my epistle to Lord Bat^urst, even before it was 
published, and another thing of mine, which is a parody 
from HcHrace,* writ in two mornings. I never took 
more care in my life of any thing than of the former of 
these, nor less than of the latter : yet every friend has 
forced me to print it, though in truth my own single mo- 
tive was about twenty lines toward the latter end, which 
you will find out. 

I have declined opening (o you by letters the whole 
scheme of my present work, expecting still to do. it in a 
better manner in person : but you will see pretty soon, 
that the letter to Lord Bathurstf is a part of it^ and you 
will find a plain connexion between them, if you read 
them in the order just contrary to that they were pub- 
lished in. I imitate those cunning tradesmen, who show 
their best silks last : or, (to give you a ti'uer idea, though 
it sounds too proudly) my works will in one respect be 
like the works of nature, much more to be liked and 
understood when considered in the relation they bear 
with each other, than when ignorantly looked upon one 
by one ; and often, those parts which attract most at finst 



* 2Sat. i. 

t He himself, we see, calls this piece a letter^ not a dialogut, Vii,ii 
iras aftervrard eatitled. Dr. Warton. 
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fiight will appear to be not the most but the least coosi- 
derable. 

I am pleased and flattered by your expression of or- 
na me. The chief pleasui'e this iiork can give me is, 
that I can in it, with propriety, decency, and justice, in- 
sert the name and character of every friend I have, and 
every man that deserves to be loved or adorned. But I 
smile at your applying that phrase to my visiting you in 
Ireland ; a place where I might have some apprehen- 
sion (from their extraordinary passion for poetry, and 
their boundless hospitality) of being adorned to death 
and buried under the weight of garlands, like one I have 
read of somewhere or other. My mother lives (which 
is an answer to that point) and, I thank God, though 
her memory be in a manner gone, is yet awake and sen- 
sible to me, though scarce to any thing else ; which 
doubles the reason of my attendance, and at the same 
time sweetens it I wish (beyond any other wish) you 
could pass a summer here ; I might (too probably) re- 
turn with you, unless you preferred to see France first, 
to which country I think you would have a strong invi- 
tation. Lord Peterborow has narrowly escaped death, 
and yet keeps his chamber : he is perpetually speaking 
in the most affectionate manner of you : he has written 
you two letters which you never received, and by that 
has been discouraged from writing more. I can well be- 
lieve the post-office may do this, when some letters of 
his to me have met the same fate, and two of mine to 
him. Yet let not this discourage you fi'om writing tb 
me, or to him, enclosed in the common way, as I do to 
you : innocent men need fear no detection of their 
thoughts ; and for my part, I would give them free leave 
to send all I write to Curll, if roost of what I write was 
not too silly. 
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I desire my sincere services to Dr. Delany, ysha, I 
agree willi you, is a man every way estimable: my 
Lord Orrery b a most virtuous aod good oatured noble* 
man, wliom I should be happy to know. JLord B. re- 
ceived your letter ttirough my bauds : it is not to be 
told you how much he wuhes for you : the whole list of 
persons to whom you sent your services, return yst 
theirs, with proper sense of the distinction. Your lady 
friend is tstmper eadem, and J liave written an epistle to 
her, on that qualification in a female cliaracter ; wbkb 
is thouglit by my cliief critic in your absence to be iny 
chef itennnre : but it cannot be printed perfectly, in as 
age so sore of ealirc, and so willing to misapply dor 
racters. 

As to my own health, it is good as usual. I have laie 
ill seven days of a slight fever (the complaint here) but 
recovered by gentle sweats, and the care of Dr. Arbuth- 
not. The play* Mr. Gay left succeeds very well ; it 
is anotlier original in its kind. Adieu. God preserve 
your life, your healUi, your lunbs, your spirits, and jour 
friendships ! 



FROM MR. POPE. 

April 2, 1 733. 

You say truly, that death is only terrible to us as it 
separates us from those we love, but 1 really think those 
have the worst of it who are left by us, if we are true 
friends. 1 have felt more (I fancy) in the loss of Mf- 
Gay, than I shall suffer in the thought of going awsy. 
myself into a state that can feel none of this sort of 

* Sec v.3lti5, li^. 
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los^s. I >vished vehemently to have seen him Ux a con- 
dition of living independent, ^nd to have lived in per- 
fect indolence the rest of our days together, the two moel 
idle, most innocent, undesigning poets of our age. I now 
Sbivehemently wi^ you and I might walk into the grave 
tojgiether, by as slow steps as you please, but contented- 
ly and cheerfully : whether that ever can be, or in what 
coantry, I know no more than into what country we 
riiall walk out of the grave. But it suffices me to know 
It will be exactly what re^on or state our Maker apt 
fjoints, and that whatever is, is right. Our poor friend's 
papers are partly in my hands, and for as much as is so, 
I will take care to suppress things unworthy of him. As 
to the epitaph, I am sorry you gave a copy^ for it will 
certainly by that means come into print, and I would 
correct it more, imless you will do it for me, and that I 
shall like as well. Upon the whole, I eainestly wish 
jour coming over hither, for this reason, among many 
others, that your influence may be joined with mine to 
suppress whatever we may judge proper of his papers. 
To be plunged in my neighbours^ and my papers will 
be your inevitable fate as soon as you come. Thai I 
am an author whose characters are thought of some 
weight, appears firom the great noise and bustle that tjie 
court and town make about any I give; and I will not 
render them less important or less interesting by sparing 
vice and folly, or by betraying thtf^cause of truUi and 
virtue. I will take care they shall be such as no man 
can be angry at, but the persons I would have angiy. 
You are sensible with what decency and justice I paid 
homage to the royal family, at the same time that I sa- 
tirized false courtiers and spies, &c about them. I 
have not the courage, however, to be such a satirist as 
you, but I would be as much, or more, a philosopher. 

^OL. XVIII. o 
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You call your satires libels; I would rather c^H my 
satires epistles : they will consist more of morality thau 
of wit, and grow graver, which juu will call duller. I 
shall leave it tp my antagonists to be witty (if they cab) 
and content myself* to be useful, and in the right. Teil 
me your opinion as to- Lady Mary Wortley's or Lord 
Harvey's performance : they are certainly the top wits 
of the courf, and you may judge by that single piece 
what can be done against me ; for it was laboured, cor- 
rected, prccommended, and post-disapproved, so as to be 
disowned by themselves, after each had highly cried it 
up for the other's. I have met with some complaints,* 
and heard at a distance of some threats occasioned by 
my verses : I sent fair messages to acquaint them where 
I was to be found in town, and to offer to call at their 
houses to satisfy them, and so it dropped* It is very 
poor in any one to rail and threaten at a distance, and 
have nothing to say to you when they see you. I am, 
glad you persist and abide by so good a thing as that 
poem,t in which I am immortal for my morality : I. 
never took any praise so kindly, and yet I think I de- 
serve that praise better than I do^ any other^ When 
does your collection come out, and what will it consbt 

• 

of .^ I have but last week finished another of my epistles, 
in the order of the system ; and this week (exercitandi 
gratid) I have translated (or rather parodied) another. * 
of Horace'sj in which I introduce you advising me about 
my expenses, housekeeping, &c. But these things shall 
lie by, till you come to carp at them, and alter rhymes, 
and grammar, and triplets, and cacophonies of all kinds. 
Our parliament will sit till midsummer, which I hope 
may be a motive to bring you rather in summer than so 

* At this time there was a. great butcry aqaong all the courtiors.. 
against the keenness o( t\\\a sa^lvre. Dc, Warton. 
f The ironical Vibel on "Dt.TifcX'atty, Tit.'NN kkws^ 
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late as autumn : you used to love what I hate, a hurry of 
politics, &c. Courts I see not, courtiers I know not, 
kings I adore not, queens I compliment not ; so I am 
never likely to be in fashioUj nor in dependance. I 
heartily join with you in pitying our poor lady for her 
unhappiness, and should only pity her more, if she had 
more of what they at court call happiness. Come then, 
and perhaps we may go all together into France at the 
end of the season, and compare the liberties of both 
kingdoms. Adieu. Believe me, dear sir, (with a thou- 
sand warm wishes, mixed with short sighs) ever your's. 
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